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And if you have a Bible, you can start to open that up to the book of Acts, chapter 4 is where we'll be. If you don't have a 
Bible, you can get one in the pew in front of you. And as you can probably tell, as we've been talking about, even if you're 
new this Sunday, we are in a series in the book of Acts, seeing how the gospel goes to the ends of the earth. We're 
star@ng this first por@on in just Acts, chapters 1 through 8. And then we'll take a break to do a short evangelism series in 
the fall, which I think will complement well what we've been learning. And then eventually that will lead us into our 
Advent series. And I'm sure we'll come back to the book of Acts at some point later. But as we've been seeing in the book 
of Acts, we've been seeing the beginnings of the church in the New Testament through the promp@ngs and empowering 
of the Holy Spirit. And this passage draws off last week's passage in Acts, chapter 3, where we saw this healing of a 
crippled man and how Peter preached and healed this man and did a good work and preached this gospel that saves 
while also demonstra@ng it in a physical way.  
 
And so in this passage now, we get to a point where the apostles start to have the very first opposi@on to their faith, to 
the church, and ul@mately to the gospel, something that we'll see repeated throughout this book. But I think another-- 
something that we'll focus on here, another way to think about the @tle of this sermon is, what is faithful witness in the 
face of opposi@on as we see this first story of that? So with that, we're going to read almost the en@rety of Acts, chapter 
4, star@ng in verse 1. "And as they were speaking to the people, the priests and the captain of the temple and the 
Sadducees came upon them, greatly annoyed because they were teaching the people and proclaiming in Jesus the 
resurrec@on from the dead. And they arrested them and put them in custody un@l the next day, for it was already 
evening. But many of those who had heard the word believed, and the number of the men came to about 5,000. 
On the next day, the rulers and elders and scribes gathered together in Jerusalem, with Annas the high priest and John 
and Alexander and all who are of the high priestly family. And when they had set them in the midst, they inquired, by 
what power or by what name did you do this? Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them, rulers of the people 
and elders, if we're being examined today concerning a good deed done to a crippled man, by what means this man has 
been healed, let it be known to all of you and to all the people of Israel that by the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, 
whom you crucified, whom God raised from the dead, by him, this man is standing before you well. This Jesus is the 
stone that was rejected by you, the builders, which has become the cornerstone. And there is salva@on in no one else, 
for there is no other name under heaven given among men by which we must be saved. Now when they saw the 
boldness of Peter and John and perceived that they were uneducated, common men, they were astonished. And they 
recognized that they had been with Jesus. But seeing the man who was healed standing beside them, they had nothing 
to say in opposi@on. When they had commanded them to leave the council, they conferred with one another, saying, 
what shall we do with these men? For that a notable sign has been performed through them is evident to all the 
inhabitants of Jerusalem, and we cannot deny it. But in order that it may spread no further among the people, let us 
warn them to speak no more to anyone in this name. So they called them and charged them not to speak or teach at all 
in the name of Jesus. But Peter and John answered them, whether it is right in the sight of God to listen to you rather 
than to God you must judge, for we cannot but speak of what we have seen and heard. When they had further 
threatened them, they let them go, finding no way to punish them, because of the people, for all were praising God for 
what had happened. For the man on whom this sign of healing was performed was more than 40 years old. When they 
were released, they went to their friends and reported what the chief priests and the elders had said to them. When 
they heard it, they liYed their voices together to God and said, sovereign Lord, who made the heaven and the earth and 
the sea and everything in them, who through the mouth of our father David, your servant, said by the Holy Spirit, why 
did the Gen@les rage and the people's plot in vain? The kings of the earth set themselves and the rulers were gathered 
together against the Lord and against his anointed. For truly in the city they were gathered together against your holy 
servant Jesus, whom you anointed, both Herod and Pon@us Pilate, along with the Gen@les and the peoples of Israel, to 
do whatever your hands and your plan had predes@ned to take place. And now, Lord, look upon their threats and grant 
to your servants to con@nue to speak your word with all boldness, while you stretch out your hand to heal and signs and 
wonders are performed through the name of your holy servant Jesus. When they had prayed, the place in which they 
were gathered together was shaken. They were all filled with the Holy Spirit and con@nue to speak the word of God with 
boldness. This is the word of the Lord.  
 
 



You know, most of us, we won't face opposi@on the way these apostles did. In fact, as I men@oned, they'll con@nue to 
face opposi@on in increasing measure throughout the book of Acts. We'll see that as we go on through Acts chapter 8 
and further on with Paul in Acts chapter 13 and beyond. Most of us will not be put on trial for our faith living here in the 
West, especially in America. But I think most of us can probably recall moments where we were faced with some sort of 
opposing view, or maybe even just a moment where someone asked us something about our faith that caught us off 
guard or made us ques@on whether in our own fear or what we perceived how we should respond. You know, reading 
this, whenever I think about evangelism and witness in the face of opposi@on, it reminds me of a story when I honestly 
failed to be a faithful witness in what I perceived to be maybe not opposi@on, but just a bit of a strange encounter. It was 
one Easter Sunday many years ago. I had gathered with my-- I was a youth pastor at the @me-- I gathered with my youth 
leaders. We were going to have an Easter dinner together aYer church. And I decided on that Sunday that I was going to 
order burritos for everyone. And so I ordered 22 burritos, because there were 22 of us, and went down to the taco shop, 
forge`ng that this par@cular Easter fell on 4-20, April 20th. That doesn't mean anything to you. That's fine. Just-- but if 
you're familiar with San Francisco, you know 4-20 is also a beloved holiday that's celebrated widely other than Easter. 
And as I was a-- I was single-handedly by myself picking up 22 burritos at a place that was a favorite place to eat on 4-20, 
there were a group of guys that were obviously enjoying the holiday that looked at me and said, yo, burritos, dude. And 
maybe because I was just so taken back in the moment, I was thrown off guard. And I-- in that split second, I felt this 
immediate conversa@on with the Holy Spirit. What do I do in this situa@on? How do I respond? I remember literally 
engaging with the Holy Spirit. Now, there's a lot of things I could have said. I could have said, well, actually, I'm 
celebra@ng Easter, and I'm ge`ng burritos for Easter. What about you? Would have known their answer to that. I could 
have said, I'm having a party with some church friends on the ul@mate high. What about you? I don't know. There's 
 
so many ways I could have taken the conversa@on. But maybe because it was Easter Sunday, I was a pastor, I was @red, 
Easter Sunday is long for us. Maybe it was because I had to deliver these 22 burritos to people wai@ng at my house. I just 
ignored that voice of the Spirit, turned to these guys, and responded with, yup. (Laughter) And now there's a group of 
guys who, if they're sober enough to remember my face, associate it with 420 and burritos and nothing else. Now, that 
wasn't a moment of opposi@on, but it was a moment I can recall that the Spirit was promp@ng me to say something. And 
just because of my own fear or my own discomfort or whatever it was, I inten@onally pushed that voice of the Spirit out. 
And I think a lot of us can think of moments like that where we have faced some sort of opposi@on or fear and we may 
not feel like we were faithful witnesses in that moment. 
 
And this is why I love Acts chapter 4. I know we joke at our church that I always have to wrestle with the really hard 
passages. I preached on Jesus descending to the dead and Judas' gut spilling out everywhere. But this is one of those 
passages that I genuinely enjoyed studying and it was just a joy for me to look through. Because in this passage, we get a 
clear example from the apostles Peter and John. What does faithful witness in the face of opposi@on look like? How can 
we listen to these promp@ngs of the Holy Spirit? As even we just sang the filling of the Spirit. We see that throughout the 
book of Acts, but especially here in Acts chapter 4. There's mul@ple moments where the Spirit fills the believers. How can 
we learn from their example so that we might be faithful witnesses here in the 21st century in San Francisco?  
 
And the first thing that Acts calls us to remember is that faithful witness prompts opposi@on. It's something that we can 
easily get lost because we're not used to opposi@on and persecu@on in America. But I think it's something that for us 
living in San Francisco, it's something we're maybe more inclined to and more aware of than in other ci@es in our na@on. 
Opposi@on and persecu@on, they're not necessarily central themes in the book of Acts, but they are recurring ones. Just 
one chapter later, we're going to see another story that's very similar to this where the apostles are arrested. They spend 
a night in jail. They're charged not to speak. And then they go on speaking anyways. See, whenever God's people are 
faithful to witness, to the mission God gives them, or even simply to following Jesus faithfully in a broken world, 
opposi@on seems to follow almost naturally. Luke tells us that these Jewish leaders were annoyed with these apostles. 
You look back at verse 2. So they were greatly annoyed because they were teaching the people and proclaiming in Jesus 
the resurrec@on from the dead. 
 
Now, Chris@ans can be annoying in society. Chris@ans can be annoying for a variety of reasons, from in-house figh@ng to 
denomina@onal issues, to arguing over poli@cal issues, or simply just arguing over things like Harry Pocer. But that's not 
why the Jewish leaders are annoyed of the apostles here. They're annoyed precisely because they're teaching and 
proclaiming faithfully the name of Jesus. Not in a way that's power-grabbing or try to privilege themselves. See, I think 



Chris@ans in America tend to be annoying because the way Chris@ans respond in those moments is oYen with some sort 
of privilege or en@tlement for our rights in society. But actually what Peter and John do is they directly oppose and acack 
the poli@cal powers that be. They confront them for their power not to gain it for themselves, but because of the power 
that they were holding over the people. There's a prominent New Testament scholar by the name of Craig Keener who 
wrote a four-volume opus on the Book of Acts. If you're ever interested in reading a 3,000-page commentary on the 
Book of Acts, go pick it up. But one of the things that he notes is that their confronta@on of these Jewish leaders is a 
direct confronta@on of the power they held. Because even in the healing of the crippled man, they were upending the 
social order that kept things orderly for the temple and in Jewish society. This crippled man was not allowed to reenter 
Jewish society because he was imperfect. And in that healing, he had now been drawn back in to God's kingdom.  
 
He's showing, Peter's showing through this healing and now through this confronta@on that Jesus actually came to 
upend and turn over social order, that the last would be first, that the least would be prominent in his kingdom. And I 
think that's something that calls us to remember that when we are living faithfully in the world, as Pastor Ben men@oned 
at the very beginning of this series, we should never seek to acach ourselves to any prominence or power in the world. 
The job of Christ and his kingdom is always to oppose the powers that be, any powers that oppose his own king and 
kingdom. And the Jewish leaders, they arrest them and they're annoyed because they're threatening the very order of 
life by preaching a gospel that upends all of society and brings a gospel of suffering and death to get to life. 
 
I think this is understood too. We see that this descrip@on of how this young church was rapidly growing in light of the 
Jerusalem popula@on. We're told that the number of men came to about 5,000. Now there's a number of ways we can 
interpret that. We don't know if that means there were 5,000 more added to the church this day aYer Pentecost, which 
would make it about 7,000. We don't know if that means it's just 3,000 more, so it's 5,000 in total. We also aren't really 
sure if this is only the men being counted or if that's a generic term for all men and women, but we know at least there's 
5,000. At the lowest number, 5,000 people coming to faith at this point. Now best es@mates for the Jerusalem 
popula@on at the @me and around 30, the 30s AD, placed Jerusalem's popula@on of around 55,000 to 60,000 people. 
So Chris@anity hi`ng 5,000 would have quickly made this new religion, this new tribe about 10% of the Jewish 
popula@on. 
 
Now in the light of the en@re Roman Empire, that was a million plus, that was nothing. You could see why the Roman 
Empire didn't really care about Jesus in this revolu@on he came. But for an isolated and vulnerable Jewish popula@on 
already, oppressed and opposed by Rome, trying to struggle and survive in a Roman Empire, hold on to their Jewish 
iden@ty in the epicenter of Judaism, the capital of Jerusalem, this would have been a direct threat against everything 
they held in their social order, their sense of stability. See, faithful witness prompts opposi@on when it's faithful to the 
gospel because it always threatens the powers that be. There was a group in our church that went through a book club, a 
cohort through a book called Poli@cal Gospel by New Testament scholar Patrick Shriner. And something he says in that 
book is that the gospel is inherently poli@cal. We preach a message of an alternate king with his own kingdom, with his 
own social order, and his own ci@zens to be faithful to him, not Caesar or any other powers. And so swearing allegiance 
to Christ means denying at least swearing allegiance under Christ, below him, any other earthly kingdom that we have. I 
think this is also most clearly seen in the Bea@tudes. Because in the Bea@tudes, Jesus is establishing what his new 
kingdom is and who his people are called to be. And then at the very end of that, he says twice that the blessed, those 
who are blessed, will face persecu@on. So he's se`ng up an expecta@on for us that if we seek to follow Jesus in this 
world, because we belong to a different poli@cal kingdom, this different gospel, we will always be at odds with the 
kingdoms of this world, which means opposi@on will almost always, if not always follow faithfully witnessing for Christ. 
See, perhaps the very first thing we need to understand when we choose to follow Jesus is that some@me persecu@on, at 
some point in our lives, persecu@on will follow and we have to be ready for it.  
 
This reminds me of a moment when I was si`ng in one of my doctoral seminars with a professor of evangelism. And he 
was sharing this story about he was talking with an Iranian pastor about how do they train new believers? How do they 
train and disciple new believers when they come to faith? And the Iranian asked him, "What do you guys do to train new 
believers?" And this professor, he said, "Well, we take them through the book of John, because it's a simple book to 
understand. You clearly understand who Jesus is. It's a good thing. We're going to have a Christmas market and 
celebra@on at the end of the year where we're going to give out gospels of John." It's a very good book to understand 
who Jesus was. And then he turns to the Iranian pastor, expec@ng something similar and asks, "Well, what do you do? 



What do you do when someone first comes to faith? How do you train them? What book do you go through?" And he 
didn't expect the answer the Iranian pastor said. He said, "We take them through the book of Revela@on." This professor 
was like, "What? You teach them eschatology and end @mes and all that? Why Revela@on?" To which this Iranian pastor, 
I'll never forget it, he said, "Because when Iranians come to Christ, they need to be prepared for the suffering that will 
come. And they need to know the end of the story and that it will be worth it." 
 
Such a radically different way of thinking about discipleship between us and the American church and the global church. 
I think this is something that we need a correc@on on in American evangelicalism because we don't oYen expect 
persecu@on. Even when we face opposi@on of any sort, our answer is usually to demand our rights or run to our leaders 
to fight our bacles, to speak out and demand some privilege in society as we see happening even in these moments, 
these poli@cal moments right now. See, Chris@an na@onalism is a direct response to Chris@anity being marginalized and 
trying to reinstate Chris@an principles in society. But I think, unfortunately, it misses the point that Chris@ans should 
never expect to have prominence in society. Faithful witness almost always prompts opposi@on. And again, Chris@ans 
can face opposi@on for a variety of reasons, but if we're trying to be faithful witnesses, we should actually expect 
opposi@on to come because Jesus himself said, "If the world hated me, it will hate you too." 
 
Which leads us to the next point because faithful witness in the face of opposi@on is a product of being with Jesus. 
See, if Jesus said that the world will hate me, it will also hate you, and faithful witness just comes out of being with Jesus, 
that means we should expect opposi@on. But it also means that more than any other skill, educa@on, personality trait, 
giYing, the greatest way to prepare us for a life of witness is to simply be with Jesus. This is something we see in verse 13 
of Acts chapter 4, something the religious leaders no@ce themselves. They say, "When they saw the boldness of Peter 
and John and perceived that they were uneducated common men, they were astonished and they recognized they had 
been with Jesus." This is maybe my favorite moment in the en@re book of Acts. There's so much irony and comedy, but 
also encouragement in these exchanges between Peter and these Jewish leaders. We're told they're astonished at them. 
This word could be kind of an amazement or it could also be a disturbing astonished. They were disturbed at their 
boldness and that they were with Jesus, so much so that they have nothing to say. 
 
Luke tells us why they're so dumbfounded too because he says that they were uneducated common men. Now the word 
for common men here is the word idio@te, from which we get another word in our English language. It was meant to 
convey someone who was completely ignorant when it came to some macers. Now it could be that they were saying 
that they're ignorant in spiritual and religious macers. They're not Jewish leaders. They're not scribes. They're not priests 
by any measure in Judaism. And yet here they are confron@ng these Jewish leaders with their very own scriptures in 
Psalm 118. Jesus is the cornerstone whom you reject it. But there's also more nuance here because as New Testament 
scholar Keener again no@ces, Craig Keener, that's this word for idio@te was oYen referred to the rhetoric skill that was 
common of their day. It's used actually of Paul in 2 Corinthians 11 when he says that even though people accuse him of 
being an idio@te, unskilled in rhetoric, he s@ll proclaims a gospel. And so possibly they're saying that they're untrained in 
religious macers. Maybe they're saying they're untrained in rhetoric. Either way, they're astonished. They're disturbed at 
the level of boldness to speak out about this Jesus.  
 
And I think this is a encouragement and a reminder for us that to be a faithful witness doesn't mean you have to go to 
seminary. Doesn't mean you need formal theological training. You don't have to be giYed in public speaking. Those 
things can help, but our confidence in being witnesses comes simply from si`ng at the feet of our good rabbi Jesus. 
It could also mean that what they're calling out for Peter and John is that they were not leaders, posi@ons of power. They 
weren't poli@cal figures trained to do this. And yet regardless, if you are a person in authority or not, you're in a lowly 
place, whether you're an extrovert or an introvert, you're charisma@c or socially awkward, all that macers is that you've 
been with Jesus. That's the greatest qualifying factor of being a faithful witness amidst opposi@on. And so the best thing 
that we can do to prepare ourselves for a life of following Jesus and being his witnesses is to simply be with Jesus so that 
we might also become like him. See, being with Jesus is not just spending @me in devo@on with him, enjoying a cup of 
coffee with some prayer @me and devo@ons in the morning. It's also let Jesus transform us in how he wants us to be. 
It's about becoming like Jesus as well. 
 
And I think here's something that's even more fascina@ng for me when I read this. How did the Jewish leaders know that 
Peter and John were with Jesus? The way that that word is described in Greek, it's in the imperfect tense, which means 



that they began to recognize that they were with Jesus. AYer they saw their boldness, it clicked for them, "Oh, these 
were the guys that were with Jesus." How would they have known that? How would they know or how would that 
boldness have caused them to realize that they were with Jesus? Well, I think it's because Luke gives us some details 
here about who was present at this trial. You look at verse 6 again, we're told that Annas the high priest, Caiaphas, John 
and Alexander, and all who are of the high priestly family were present. John and Alexander are common names. We 
haven't heard these in this par@cular form of Jewish leaders. But Annas and Caiaphas should be familiar to us. Almost 
every single gospel writer men@ons these two names as the high priests who were present at another trial that was held 
by knights, which Peter was at. See, these were the high priests who were ques@oning Jesus when Peter was si`ng 
around the fire at that same trial right outside the gates. And instead of boldly speaking up for Jesus, what did he do? He 
denied Jesus. See, I think Luke tells us this because these high priests would have recognized these were the very same 
men that cowered in fear at Jesus' trial because people recognized them. You were the ones with Jesus, weren't you? No, 
we never were. And yet now they see them and recognize them again. Oh my gosh, these are the same guys that fled 
and denied Jesus. And yet here they are in the midst of this trial publicly, boldly proclaiming Christ to us. 
 
I mean, one amazing thing that even these non-Chris@an Jewish opposi@on leaders recognize the change and transform 
lives of these apostles. See, our most powerful witness is that we are with Jesus in such a way that he changes and 
transforms us. A change and transform life is one of the greatest way we demonstrate the power and truth of the gospel 
because it shows that there's a gospel that radically changes lives, but it's also something we radically believe in enough 
that we would allow it to change us. See, faithful witness is a product of genuine, joyful, transforming faith in Christ. 
Maybe the biggest mic drop in all of church history comes when the Jewish leaders try to silence Peter. Look how he 
responds in verse 19. Peter and John answered, "Whether it is right in the side of God to listen to you rather than to God, 
you can judge, but we cannot but speak of what we have seen and heard." The way the Greek is phrased there is literally, 
we can't not speak of what we've seen and heard. There's an emphasis there with a double nega@ve because what we 
have seen in Christ, heard from him, has so radically transformed us that you can't keep us silent even if you tried. 
 
See, witness and mission a result of a heart that's joyfully convinced of the beauty of Christ in the gospel. Or put another 
way, we are natural evangelists for that which we worship. Just think about it. This is true in all of life. The greatest way 
to convince anyone of anything is through your own joy in that thing. You don't have to try to evangelize for something 
you find worthy of worship. You love. You simply want to share it. You can't not tell someone about it. It's why we post 
what we post on social media because we think there's something that's so worth sharing that we have to post it. It's 
why some@mes if I don't post anything in social media for a while, I begin to ques@on, maybe my life doesn't have 
anything we're sharing. It's too boring to share anything. But think about all the things that you enjoy in life that you're 
most excited to talk about. Probably there are those things you take the most joy in. And so you see what same comes to 
Jesus in being witnesses. You don't have to try to share when you find something lovely. You just do. The mo@va@on for 
mission is not duty, but delight and delight in what God has done for us in Christ. And the more we delight in God, in the 
gospel, in how Jesus transforms us, the more we will bear witness to his goodness and boldly proclaim the name of 
Jesus. That's our third point here. Faithful witness speaks with boldness. 
 
Now, I think we have to nuance this because we love talking in Western culture, especially in America. We talk a lot 
about things. We people make their whole lives based on talking on podcasts and talking shows, talk shows. Talking, 
there is a type of talking and speaking that I think can be counterintui@ve to witness in evangelism. This word for the 
annoyance that the Jewish leaders had at the Apostles was conveying their annoyance at what they were saying, not 
how they were saying it or their obnoxious tone or the repe@@veness of it. But there's another @me in the book of Acts, 
the same word for annoyance is used in that way. It actually comes up in Acts chapter 16 when Paul is in Philippi and 
there's a slave girl that repe@@vely, obnoxiously, constantly follows them around saying the same thing over and over. 
This is what we see in Acts 16 verse 17 and 18. She followed Paul and us crying out, "These men are servants of the Most 
High God who proclaim to you the way of salva@on." 
 
Let's just stop there. If you are Paul, you might think, "Wow, we have a walking talking. You know, we have our own 
evangelism pamphlet following us around. It's free marke@ng. This is great. We don't have to do anything." But no@ce 
what Paul does, verse 18, "And this she kept doing for many days, Paul having become greatly annoyed, turned and said 
to the Spirit, I command you in the name of Jesus Christ, come out of her. And it came out of that girl the very day." 
 



There was an annoyance there because of the repe@@veness, the nature of it. We don't know en@rely why Paul was so 
annoyed at someone simply proclaiming the gospel. And yet we do know it was something that he had to correct. See, 
some@mes Chris@ans, we can hear this call to boldness and think, "All right, we just got to just preach the gospel 
constantly and visillantly. And it doesn't macer what people think. We just jabber away wherever we go, one message 
with one tone." Speaking is not all that we see happen even in this passage. This bold speech of the Apostles 
accompanies good deeds. Remember, the believers have just done this good deed of healing this crippled man. And 
while it does incur some opposi@on for them, it also protects them from any further punishment. If you no@ce that, if 
you look again at chapter 4, verse 21, Luke tells us, "When they had further threatened them, they let them go, finding 
no way to punish them because of the people for all were praising God for what had happened." 
 
This good deed shielded them from further punishments or further consequences of their boldness in speech. See, good 
deeds always, most of the @me, if not always, act as a vehicle by which our faithful witness and our bold speaking is 
received. And it can even protect us in the event of opposi@on. You know, this is something that I experienced in my own 
@me of living overseas on the mission fields. I remember serving in a restricted na@on in East Asia and talking with some 
of my co-workers. We would oYen hear stories about people that were kicked out of our country and sent back home. 
Almost always, the people that were kicked out and sent back home are the ones that came in guns blazing, gung ho to 
preach the gospel and just preached it boldly. And you think, wow, that's so courageous, but their @me in that country 
was short-lived. 
 
The ones that had the most longevity in that country, and arguably the most long-term fruits, are the ones that took the 
@me to build some rela@onal trust with local people, even local leaders. They were the ones who even local government 
officials had favor. Remember one friend even said, oh, yeah, we were talking to him, asking him in another part of our 
country, you know, how's your ministry doing? She has to worry about the government officials. He was like, oh, they 
know I'm a Chris@an. They know I'm here for, but they see the good that we do, and so they don't bother us. See, good 
deeds are a vehicle by which bold witness is received, and so it should even cause us to consider if we're only speaking 
boldly with ever ac@ng kindly or goodly, as Tim we already told us way back when, are we actually being faithful 
witnesses? Again, I think this is maybe a course correc@on we need as Western Chris@an conserva@ves, maybe out of a 
fear of commi`ng the extremism of the social gospel that came earlier in the 20th century, we've swung to the other 
extreme of a disembodied gospel. People oYen quote the oYen false acributed quote of St. Francis of Assisi, who says, 
"Preach the gospel always, use words if necessary." People oYen point to that and say, well, you have to use words to 
show the gospel. But I think unfortunately, maybe out of a knee-jerk reac@on, many conserva@ves have swung to the 
other extreme and misquoted the Apostle Paul, and they'll say now, "Preach the gospel always, use works if necessary." 
 
See, both of these are extremes that miss the holis@c point of the gospel that bold speech oYen builds on the deeds that 
precede it. But as we see this is in context, this is a holis@c picture, witness does require boldly speaking up. Because if all 
we do are good deeds, but we never acribute them to the name of Jesus, then we never actually fully witness to the 
gospel. That's precisely why these apostles are arrested, because they acribute the good deed that was good in that 
society towards this name of Jesus. So it should also pose us a ques@on, where maybe have we spent the @me cul@va@ng 
rela@onships, doing good, and now it's just @me to speak up. We're wai@ng to speak is actually hur@ng our witness more 
than helping at this point. You know, even the way that Peter men@ons this good deed is quite bold. I love the nuance 
here. Once we begin to understand it, you look at verse 9 again, says there's great irony here says, "If we are being 
examined today concerning a good deed done to a crippled man by what means this man has been healed, let it be 
known to all of you and all the people of Israel that by the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom you crucified, whom 
God raised from the dead by him, this man is standing well before you." 
 
Peter gives us very poignant statement to them. Are we on trial for a good deed we did? Well, if so, this was done in the 
name of Jesus, who you killed, by the way. But also beneath the surface, we miss something in the high honor shame 
culture here. The word that Peter uses for good deed is a very specific word only used a few @mes in the New Testament. 
There is a more generic term for good deeds, simply good works, it's used all throughout the Bible about just doing good 
for people. This specific word though referred to the benevolence that a benefactor in society would do for someone 
lesser, less fortunate, a benefactor who had means, some power, some money, and they would help someone out. And 
in their honor shame society, when that act of benevolence was done, the proper response was to honor the benefactor 
and give thanks. It was to give gra@tude to them. So when Peter uses this word against them in the trial, he's actually 



taking this honor shame concept and throwing it back in their face. He's saying, you know, we did this benevolent acts 
and instead of honoring us, you're now pu`ng us on trial. Peter could have gone on with this. He could have claimed 
more rights. He could have said, used, done the very American way of like, how dare you do this to us? But instead he 
uses this as an opportunity to turn it into poin@ng to Jesus, the true benefactor, where he says, well, let me tell you then 
the true one you should honor and give gra@tude to is the name of Jesus, the only one by which salva@on comes. I mean, 
he's literally posing it before the Jewish leaders saying that if you want to really honor this benevolence, confess faith in 
Christ and be saved. He turns it around in such a way that boldly but very winsomely and wisely proclaims the gospel 
that leads to their own astonishment at this boldness. 
 
See the shock of the Jewish leaders at this boldness was not just that they were being bold for a guy that they once 
denied, but they were doing it in such a way that was even even confron@ng their own dishonor in a way where he was 
actually dishonoring the people who should have given honor to the name of Jesus. There's a shock disturbance. 
Remember disturbing shock by these Jewish leaders for these unlearned men because they were speaking to them with 
such audacity. You know, we miss this in our very low honor shamed society. We miss just how appalling this is, but let 
me help paint a picture for you. If you're maybe if you're from an Asian household, you'll understand this. Imagine if if 
you are from an Asian household or high honor shame households or maybe not just picture it. It would be like if you're 
in an argument with your mom and your mom saying you've done all these things to shame me. How dare you do these 
things? I carried you in my belly for nine months and this is how you treat me. It's one of my mom's favorite comebacks 
at me. And instead of deferring say yes, mother, I'm sorry. I'm sorry. You're the parents. You know, I honor you. You point 
a finger back in her face. You say well, you made me like this. I am this way because of you. 
 
That's essen@ally what Peter's saying. He's saying you crucified this man. This Jesus whom you murdered you rejected 
completely throwing things back in their face. See boldness. Some@mes it means simply speaking the name of Jesus. 
Other @mes it means confron@ng those powers with a poignant way to point out sin. There are a lot of different ways to 
be bold for the gospel. I think maybe even just in our city boldness for Christ means standing firm on the historic claims 
of Chris@anity. Something that's not popular in our city to say like Peter. There's no other name by which we can be 
saved by the name of Jesus. There's a good order and design in the way God created us that we need to submit to. 
See simply by staying true that a historic claims of the gospel we can have a bold witness and we'll learn more about 
these ways that we can discern how to be bold in our culture as we get to that evangelism series. But that boldness will 
oYen prompt opposi@on as we spoke and when that happens, those are @mes that we may be prone to weariness to 
ques@on to wonder how do we con@nue to go on from here, which is why I love that the passage doesn't end here. 
It doesn't simply end on praising Peter for his boldness and leave us in a place where we think gosh, I'm not like Peter. 
I'm not bold enough.  
 
But it goes on to show the disciples prayer. Because faithful witness is sustained by prayer. That's our last points. Now, I 
got to give a caveat. We don't have a whole lot of @me to get into all the details of this prayer, but we will be having a 
worship and prayer night at the end of the month on Friday, August 28th, I believe whatever that last Friday is where this 
will be the basis. This text will be the basis of that prayer night. So if you want to hear more about how we can pray 
towards faithful witness like the Apostles in Acts chapter 4, really would hope you would join us for that. But prayer 
sustains us in our faithful witness because it reminds us that God is ul@mately the one who's sovereign. You know, it's 
fascina@ng that these Apostles starts the prayer with acribu@ng just sovereignty to the Lord. They say sovereign Lord 
who made heaven and earth and everything in them. And then he goes down further to verse 27, truly in the city that 
were gathered together against your Holy servant Jesus whom you anointed both Herod and Pon@us Pilate along with 
the Gen@les and the people of Israel to do whatever your hand and your plan have predes@ned to take place. 
 
See in their prayer, they're not just telling God something God already knows about himself. They're reminding 
themselves the truth of who God is. That even as we face opposi@on, nothing has happened outside of your hands or 
your plan. See in their prayers, they're remembering and comfor@ng themselves that even this opposi@on and 
persecu@on was part of God's plan. Even the fact that some people will oppose God in our witness is part all under God's 
control. And prayer is the means by which we can even remove any internal obstacles when it comes to our witness by 
being comforted in God's sovereign hands. You know, as I men@oned the very beginning, I think so oYen it's our own 
fears and self ra@onalizing that may be a bigger hindrance to our witness than the actual opposi@on we perceive or we 
face. We self ra@onalize that well, if I share this, how will they respond? If I say something wrong, will I do more harm 



than good for the gospel? People don't really want to hear that they don't have the @me. And so we self silence, but in 
this prayer, they're reminding themselves that there will come opposi@on. 
 
And our job is not to produce fruilulness, but to be steadfast in faithfulness to the witness God has called us into. Prayer 
also sustains us by keeping us focused on the mission at hand. Look at verse 29. And now Lord look upon their threats 
and grant to your servants to con@nue to speak your word with all boldness while you stretch out your hand to heal and 
signs and wonders are performed through the name of your Holy servant, Jesus. They don't just pray that God would 
save people. We oYen do that. We say, can you pray for my family members and my friends pray that they would be 
saved and it's good to pray for that because we know ul@mately it's the hand of God that saves not us. But I love that half 
of their prayer includes them to con@nue to be strengthened by God in the spirit with more boldness while he con@nues 
to go before them to act and move miraculously. 
 
So there's this combina@on in their prayer that they expect God to move miraculously, but they also expect to respond 
boldly when the @me comes. It reminds me of a @me in me and my wife's lives where we had probably a lot more free 
@me without kids, but where this was just more present upon us this way to evangelize and be witnesses and something 
that we need to I think all remember whatever stage of life we're in. But just to commend my wife for a licle bit, she'll 
hate that I'm doing this, but shaking her head right now. You know, I remember she was just saying, you know, if I'm 
convinced that Jesus is worth sharing and I want opportuni@es to pray for that, I'm just going to pray on my commute for 
opportuni@es to share and faithfully almost every day she would pray on her commute. Just give me opportuni@es to 
share and give me the words speak when they come and without fail, God would almost always answer that prayer. He 
give her opportuni@es to share and she would boldly say what the spirit led her to say. 
 
See, I think faithfulness in witness boldness. It can even just start by praying for opportuni@es and praying even if we 
don't know where to start. God just help me to be faithful when the opportuni@es come. I don't know what that will look 
like. I don't even know if I have it in me, but give me the strength to be bold when you move and work in people's hearts 
so that I can respond the way you want me to. You know, God gives us this call to be his faithful witnesses to the ends of 
the earth, but I think oYen there's a another self silencing we do and that's how can we be witnesses if we're imperfect 
people? Maybe we struggle with this joy that Peter and John had. We don't feel that same urgency that we can't not 
speak of Jesus. Maybe we don't feel that same life transforma@on that the Jewish apparently saw in Peter and we 
struggle and wonder how can I be faithful in witnessing when it's hard for me to even be faithful in figh@ng sin following 
Jesus in small ways. 
 
This is where I think the good news of the gospel comes in because our witness is not predicated or based upon our 
performance, but God's provision in his grace, you know, even through our imperfec@ons those can be moments that 
God can work for his witness so that in our shortcomings in our failures in our clumsy fumblings and imperfect moments 
in our lives, God can show the far greater provision and beauty of Christ that how even in our own sin, we need a savior 
that goes beyond and above its and the more we understand that truth of the gospel that God would love us so much 
that not only would he save us but deem us valuable to his most important task in the world of saving others that though 
he could do it himself, he chooses to use imperfect broken people that there's such an honor and value that God places 
upon each and every one of us in this life. The more we understand that the more the grace of God will work its joy and 
transforma@on in us to be his faithful witnesses to the ends of the earth. 


