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Grant me chastity, but not yet



Ambrose of Milan



Suddenly, from the midst of the crowd, a child cried, 
“Ambrose, bishop.” This caught the fancy of the 
crowd, and the insistent cry was heard: “Ambrose, 
bishop; Ambrose! Ambrose!” Such an election was not 
part of Ambrose’s plans for his career, and therefore 
he had recourse to various devices in order to 
dissuade the people. When that strategy failed, he 
repeatedly attempted to escape from the city, but was 
unsuccessful.

— Juan Gonzalez



Conversion



There was a small garden attached to the house where we 
lodged. I now found myself driven by the tumult in my breast to 
take refuge in this garden, where no one could interrupt that 
fierce struggle in which I was my own contestant. I was beside 
myself with madness that would bring me sanity. I was dying a 
death that would bring me life. I was frantic, overcome by 
violent anger with myself for not accepting your will and 
entering into your covenant. I tore my hair and hammered my 
forehead with my fists; I locked my fingers and hugged my 
knees.



I was held back by mere trifles They plucked at my garment of 
flesh and whispered, "Are you going to dismiss us? From this 
moment we shall never be with you again, for ever and ever.” 
And while I stood trembling at the barrier, on the other side I 
could see the chaste beauty of Continence in all her serene, 
unsullied joy, as she modestly beckoned me to cross over and 
to hesitate no more. She stretched out loving hands to 
welcome and embrace me.



I flung myself down beneath a fig tree and gave way to the tears 
which now streamed from my eyes. In my misery I kept crying, 
“How long shall I go on saying 'tomorrow, tomorrow'? Why not 
now? Why not make an end of my ugly sins at this moment?” All 
at once I heard the singsong voice of a child in a nearby house. 
Whether it was the voice of a boy or a girl I cannot say, but again 
and again it repeated the refrain “Take it and read, take it and 
read.”



So I quickly returned to the bench where Alypius was sitting, 
for there I had put down the apostle's book when I had left 
there. I snatched it up, opened it, and in silence read the 
paragraph on which my eyes first fell: “Not in rioting and 
drunkenness, not in chambering and wantonness, not in strife 
and envying, but put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no 
provision for the flesh to fulfill the lusts thereof.” I wanted to 
read no further, nor did I need to. For instantly, as the 
sentence ended, there was infused in my heart something like 
the light of full certainty and all the gloom of doubt vanished 
away.



Baptistry in Milan where Ambrose Baptized Augustine
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The Relevance of Augustine



Ambition
“Our hearts are restless, until 

they can find rest in you”



Scripture and Prayer
“I have learned to yield this respect and honor only to the 

canonical books of Scripture: of these alone do I most firmly 
believe that the authors were completely free from error.” 



The Nature of our Sin
“My sin was that I sought not in God himself, but in things he had 
created—in myself and the rest of his creation—delights, heights, 

and perceptions of what was true and right, and in this way I 
collapsed into sufferings, embarrassments, and erring ways.”



The Grace of God
“Late have I loved you,  Beauty so ancient and so new, late have I 
loved you!

Lo, you were within, but I outside, seeking there for you,
and upon the shapely things you have made I rushed headlong. You 
were with me, but I was not with you. They held me back far from 
you, those things which would have no being, were they not in you.

You called, shouted, broke through my deafness;
you flared, blazed, banished my blindness;
you lavished your fragrance, I gasped; and now I pant for you; I 
tasted you, and now I hunger and thirst;
you touched me, and I burned for your peace.”



Discussion Questions

1. Do you relate to Augustine's struggle with sin?

2. In what way is life apart from God restless?

3. How has God drawn you to Himself?


