
Knocking on heaven’s door (slide) 
Matthew 7 vs 7-12 

 
So, what is the perfect picture of life for you? The Truman show (picture)? White 
picket fence, loving spouse, two subservient kids, a dog, a cat, great neighbors, 
nice home, paved streets, beautiful trees, perfect weather……Peace, comfort, 
happiness, safety, security. We all have an idea of how it is meant to be.  (series 
picture) Somehow it doesn’t go that way. What’s the perfect picture of life in a 
broken world? 
 
We will spend the next few weeks finishing the sermon on the mount. We will 
focus on the images that Jesus used at the end of His message to create a picture 
of what life could be like for us. There is a door, a road, birds, a tree, and a house. 
His message is a perfect picture of life in the Kingdom, but it looks so different to 
the perfect picture painted by the world. We need to choose which one we want 
to live for. I hope you will see that the One who created you knows what is best 
for you and that you will find that true life on earth is a life centered on Christ. So, 
we will build the picture the way Jesus does each week. Today we consider the 
door. This is further teaching on prayer (Knocking on heaven’s door). In Luke’s 
account you will find he puts this teaching together with the Lord’s prayer. 
 
Matt 7 vs 7-12 (slide) 
7 “Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you will find; knock and the door will 
be opened to you. 8 For everyone who asks receives; the one who seeks 
finds; and to the one who knocks, the door will be opened. 
9 “Which of you, if your son asks for bread, will give him a stone? 10 Or if he asks 
for a fish, will give him a snake? 11 If you, then, though you are evil, know how to 
give good gifts to your children, how much more will your Father in heaven give 
good gifts to those who ask him! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Beware of the misuse of Scripture 
This is one of those passages that is set up for abuse and misuse which always 
results in doubt and disillusionment. 
 
'Ask, and it shall be given to you; seek, and you shall find; knock, and it shall be 
opened to you.' Therefore, all we have to do is ask for it with faith and 
persistence, and we will get it. James says, 'You do not have because you do not 
ask'. So, go for it! Name it and claim it!" This view sees God as a celestial slot 
machine. Pull the handle enough times in prayer, be persistent, and you will get 
what you want. Transactional faith with no relationship. There is a difference 
between asking a stranger and asking your dad.  
 
Every verse you read in Scripture has a context 
 
James 4 vs 2- 3 (slide) 
You do not have because you do not ask God. 
When you ask, you do not receive, because you ask with wrong motives, that 
you may spend what you get on your pleasures. 

Who was Jesus audience? It was those who were following Him, certainly His 
disciples who had already given up everything to follow. Others may have been 
listening to the words He spoke; but He was intending those words for those who 
would be part of the kingdom. This invitation is to those who have chosen to live 
in the kingdom. 

Remember, these verses are coming in the context of a significant message that 
Jesus has been teaching.  

- Poor in spirit, thirst for righteousness, show mercy, pure in heart, mourn 
 get persecuted, 

- Love their enemies, control their anger and their lust, turn the other cheek, 
forgive, don’t judge, give to those who ask, don’t worry. 

 
 This standard is hugely challenging. How can we live up to such a high standard? 
Jesus answers, "Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you will find; knock and 
the door will be opened to you" (v. 7). This famous text is not carte blanche for 
our material desires. Rather, it tells us how to pray for the character of the 
kingdom in our lives.  
 



What Jesus has commanded in attitude and action cannot be done apart from 
persistent, ongoing, regular, faithful prayer. If you are not regular in praying about 
your own spiritual needs and development, and persistently looking to the Lord 
for grace to follow Christ, then you will be sorely lacking in the practice of 
kingdom citizenship. 
  
So, the asking, seeking and knocking that we do covers every situation in life but 
should be primarily caught up with the shaping of my character to reflect the 
kingdom. Do you find the bulk of requests that you make about this? 
 
PUSH 
Pray until something happens (slide) 
The stacking of these words is extremely forceful, but the fact that they present 
imperatives gives them even more punch... Jesus is driving his point home 
that We are to passionately persist in prayer. The meaning here is...keep on 
asking, keep on seeking, keep on knocking. 
Luke 18 vs 1 – persistent widow 
Then Jesus told his disciples a parable to show them that they should always 
pray and not give up. 
 
 
Persevere (slide) 
There is a perseverance which shows genuiness and sincerity. 
Don’t give up. 
 Asking seeking knocking until it is received found or opened. 
Dad salvation – 6 years of persistence 
Asked, looked for ops (Bibles etc.), Knocked – evangelists- is today the day 
 
 Faith (slide) 
If your faith is not alive you will find persevering prayer difficult, if not impossible. 
All three of these commands presuppose faith. A man who does not believe will 
not ask. A man who does not have faith will not seek, and one who does not have 
confidence in God will not go on knocking. These are the inevitable issues of faith, 
and the man who asks, seeks and knocks in the name of the Lord Jesus is 
exhibiting his faith in Him. 
 
 



 
 
 
Remember, prayer is grounded in a relationship. The relationship is the key.  
Matthew 6 vs 7 (slide) 
7 And when you pray, do not keep on babbling like pagans, for they think they 
will be heard because of their many words. 8 Do not be like them, for your 
Father knows what you need before you ask him. 
 
 The difference between vs 7 and 8 is a relationship. It’s not the eloquence of a 
prayer that makes it effective (me for dad) it’s the relationship. The very term 
FATHER speaks of a personal, intimate relationship. So, persistent, persevering 
prayer is not repetitious rituals that are done hoping if we do it enough times it 
will get through. The beggar persists in the hope of stirring compassion in a 
stranger. We already have the ear of a compassionate Father. That makes all the 
difference. Mom- Humpty dumpty prayers vs belief and conversation 
 
Threefold invitation A.S.K (slide) 
Jesus presents three invitations: ask, seek, and knock (ASK) 
We apply our senses 
Notice the three different senses being considered here. 
I have this picture as a kid of knowing my dad is in the house and I want to ask 
him something. I know my dad so also have a pretty good idea of his heart and 
what I can ask him for. If I see him, I ask him, if I can’t see him, I go looking for 
him. If the door to his room is closed, I knock.  If he is not behind that door, I 
knock on the next one. Bottom line is that I am not going to stop looking for him 
until I find him because I know He has the answer. It’s persistence, it’s 
perseverance. It’s not that he is hiding, I just need to look in the right place. “If 
you seek me you will find me when you search for me with all your heart.” 
(Mukaddam) 
 
Ask (slide) 
Asking is verbal; Christians are to use their mouths and petition God for their 
needs and desires.  
 
 The word also suggests humility in asking, for it is commonly used of one asking a 
superior.  Asking does require humility because it means I have a need I can’t 



meet myself and we somehow think that is weakness or embarrassing. How often 
do we suffer the consequences of pride that prevents us from asking for help? 
Asking is an act of humility. The faith part in asking is that I know the One to him 
the request is presented can provide. You won’t ask someone for something if 
you don’t think they can give it to you. (Becks can you lend me $50?). Asking 
shows faith in my Father, that He can provide, and He delights in that. 
 
Keep on asking-Not just for one need but as needs arise. He does not grow weary 
in hearing your requests. This is what it means to ask God for “daily bread.” 
Asking involves laying all of life before the Lord in order that you might receive 
from him whatever you need. 
Prayer begins with asking God for what we need, knowing that when we ask, we 
will receive an answer from heaven. Ask and it will be given to you. 

Seek (slide) 
Open the eyes of my heart Lord 
We seek with our minds—this is more than asking; Prayer is not a passive 
exercise. It is active. Seeking adds action to the asking. The idea is not merely to 
express one's need, but to get up and look around for the answer. It involves 
effort. When you seek something, you rearrange your priorities so that you can 
search for what you desire until you find it. 
It reminds us of Jesus’ story  

 the woman searching for a lost coin  

 the shepherd with 100 sheep searching for the one sheep that had gone astray.  

a man seeking a pearl of great price, who having found it, gives all that he has in 
order to purchase it. 

This kind of prayer is usually tied up with the search for deeper understanding, 
particularly as it applies to the trials of life, or not getting the answer we were 
expecting. In 2 Corinthians 12 we learn about Paul’s “thorn in the flesh.” We don’t 
know what it was because Paul doesn’t tell us. Three times he asked the Lord to 
remove it and three times the Lord said no. That’s the first level of prayer—
Asking. But he kept on praying for insight and God eventually said, “My grace is 
sufficient for you, for my strength is made perfect in weakness.” This is level two 
praying—Seeking wisdom from the Lord. While the thorn was not removed (and 
evidently was never removed), Paul gained important spiritual insight that helps 



us see why his first prayers were not answered the way he hoped. This kind of 
answer comes only as we repeatedly seek the Lord. 

 
Seeking means we are actively looking for the answer…many prayer meetings 
have the answers sitting right there (now to Him who is able to more…. power in 
us). After asking we should look around and see if any answers are sitting right 
there. 
Seek and you will find 
 
Knock (slide) 
To knock involves physical movement, one in which the Christian takes action. 
Although asking and seeking are of great importance, they would be incomplete 
without knocking. Knocking is the symbol of persistence. I ask and then I go 
looking and I knock and knock until the right door opens 
 
We keep knocking and not only on the one door…we knock until the right one 
opens…He is in charge of that. 
 
The word “knock” means to stand at a door and repeatedly rap it with your 
knuckles. You knock and wait, then you knock again, then you say, “I know you’re 
in there,” then you knock again and say, “I can hear your voice. Come on, open 
the door.” Then you knock again. If you’re on the other side, you know how 
annoying it can be to listen as someone knocks and knocks and keeps on 
knocking. But that’s precisely the picture behind these words.  

 
Luke 11 vs 5-8 (slide) 
5 Then Jesus said to them, “Suppose you have a friend, and you go to him at 
midnight and say, ‘Friend, lend me three loaves of bread; 6 a friend of mine on a 
journey has come to me, and I have no food to offer him.’ 7 And suppose the one 
inside answers, ‘Don’t bother me. The door is already locked, and my children 
and I are in bed. I can’t get up and give you anything.’ 8 I tell you, even though 
he will not get up and give you the bread because of friendship, yet because of 
your shameless audacity[e] he will surely get up and give you as much as you 
need. 
 
 



 

When you knock like this, your desire for entrance must be very great.  

Genesis 32 vs26 (slide) 
24 So Jacob was left alone, and a man wrestled with him till daybreak. 25 When 
the man saw that he could not overpower him, he touched the socket of Jacob’s 
hip so that his hip was wrenched as he wrestled with the man. 26 Then the man 
said, “Let me go, for it is daybreak.” 

But Jacob replied, “I will not let you go unless you bless me.” 

New way of doing UFC 

 Do you know Him this way? Is your prayer connection with God dynamic? Your 
picture of God means much. 

The right Picture of God (slide) 
All of this can only happen in the context of a loving relationship and the right 
view of God as my Father. 
Is God a stranger who must be persuaded? A bully who must be fought? A 
scolding parent who we can never please? A boss who needs proof of my worth? 
An old grandfather, an abusive parent, an insecure friend, a greedy King, a golden 
retriever, arms folded, eyebrows raised 
Dallas Willard “we always live what we believe, we don’t always live what we 
profess we believe.” (slide) 
 
We have a lot of false narratives about God that we need to admit to and start 
believing what is true. A Shepherd and a compassionate Father 
 
 God is infinitely strong and can do all that he pleases, 
 God is infinitely righteous so that he only does what is right, 
 God is infinitely good so that everything he does is perfectly good,  
 God is infinitely wise so that he always knows perfectly what is right and good,  
God  is infinitely loving so that in all his strength and righteousness and goodness 
and wisdom he raises the eternal joy of his loved ones as high as it can be raised 
— when you pause to consider this, then the lavish invitations of this God to ask 
him for good things, with the promise that he will give them, is unimaginably 
wonderful. 
 



He is richer than we are, and he is far more willing to answer our prayers than we 
are to have them answered. But how can we be sure that God cares for us so 
deeply? Come with me to a hill outside Jerusalem, where God wrote His love 
letter to you, there you will have your answer. 

We know that God loves us because he gave his own Son to die for us. And he did 
it unasked. He sent his Son to the earth while we were in rebellion against him, 
knowing that we would put him to death. Will he now refuse us any good thing 
we ask of him? The cross proves that the heart of God is good. And we come to 
that same good heart every time we pray. 

How amazing this invitation? How tragic that we don’t pray? 
 
Heaven’s reply (slide) 
We prayer according to promise and hope 
 If the giver is reliable the gift will come at the proper time. 
 
There is a promise here. Be expectant. 
Prayer is vital because  
If we don’t ask, we won’t receive 
Don’t seek won’t find 
Don’t knock it won’t be opened 
 
BUT if we do: 
1 John 5 vs 14-15 (slide) 
14 This is the confidence we have in approaching God: that if we ask anything 
according to his will, he hears us. 15 And if we know that he hears us—whatever 
we ask—we know that we have what we asked of him. 

It will be given you. You will find. It will be opened to you. The asker receives. The 
seeker finds. The knocker gets an open door. Your Father will give you good 
things. Surely the point of this lavish array of promises is to say to us: Be 
encouraged to come. Pray to him. It is not in vain that you pray. God is not toying 
with you. He answers. He gives good things when you pray. Be encouraged. Pray 
often, pray regularly, pray confidently, pray with perseverance. He will 
respond…not always as we have asked 

 



I asked for health that I might do greater things; 
    I was given infirmity that I might do better things. 
I asked God for strength that I might achieve; 
    I was made weak that I might learn to obey. 
I asked for riches that I might be happy; 
    I was given poverty that I might be wise. 
I asked for power and the praise of men; 
    I was given weakness to sense my need of God. 
I asked for all things that I might enjoy life; 
    I was given life that I might enjoy all things. 
I got nothing I asked for but everything I hoped for; 
    In spite of myself, my prayers were answered— 
I am among all men most richly blessed. 
Yes, God always gives us what’s best for us. (slide) 
 
 it is a great mercy to us and to the world that we do not get all we ask. 

A beggar asks for money…is that helpful? I give but not always what he is asking 
for. God knows what we need. He will always respond when we ask, giving us 
what is good for us. I will give you something…will you come and work for it? Get 
to know the person. 
 
Do my kids know what is best for them? Nuggets and fries, Pizzas and potatoes 
 
What is best? Food that nourishes and keeps me healthy so I can enjoy life. 
Matthew 7 vs 12 (slide) 
If you, then, though you are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, 
how much more will your Father in heaven give good gifts to those who ask 
him.  

I ask and He gives me the best 

Conclusion 

So as His beloved come confidently to heaven’s door – be inspired by the One to 
whom you are praying and His invitation. keep in asking, keep on seeking keep on 
knocking. 

Next week healing 


