
I’d like to consider two verses from the first chapter of the gospel of John 

John 1.16–17 NIV11 Out of his fullness we have all received 

grace in place of grace already given.  

For the law was given through Moses; grace and truth came 
through Jesus Christ. 

When God created Adam and Eve, he gave them one boundary 

Genesis 2.15–17 NIV11 The LORD God took the man and put 
him in the Garden of Eden to work it and take care of it. And the 
LORD God commanded the man, “You are free to eat from any 
tree in the garden; but you must not eat from the tree of the 
knowledge of good and evil, for when you eat from it you will 
certainly die.” 

Trust me, God says to them 

Let me be the one who determines for you what is good, what is evil 

Don’t take that decision upon yourself 

Don’t decide that you are autonomous, independent, and can 
decide for yourself what is right and what is wrong 

Because the moment you take that step…  

You are taking a burden upon yourself that you were not created to 
bear 

And you are disconnecting yourself from the source of life.. and in 
that moment you open the door to death 

But there’s something within us that really doesn’t like someone else 
telling us what to do, and what not to do 

There’s something within us that says, Don’t tell me what I can’t do 

And, so Adam & Eve decide that they will determine right and wrong 
for themselves 
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And right there is the primal sin - there’s the root of all genuine evil 

This decision that we will trust ourselves, rather than God, to 
determine what is right and what is wrong 

And this primal sin opens the door to evil of every kind 

And fear, and guilt, and shame, and hiding… and finally, death 

The Word of God - considered, understood, trusted, practiced - is our life…  

But when the Word of God directly cuts against our preferences,  it’s 
simply too tempting to ignore God’s Word, and go our own way…  

Or even find ways to creatively re-interpret God’s Word in a way that 
supports our own preferences 

That’s precisely what Adam & Eve did 

And the heart-breaking consequence was that they lost that simple 
and constant sense of God’s presence with them 

The Word of God and the Presence of God always go together 

You really can’t have one without the other - keeping God’s word 
keeps you in God’s presence  

Listen to Isaiah explain this 

Isaiah 66.1–2 NIV11 This is what the LORD says:  “Heaven is my 
throne, and the earth is my footstool. Where is the house you will 
build for me? Where will my resting place be? Has not my hand 
made all these things, and so they came into being?” declares the 
LORD. “These are the ones I look on with favor: those who are 
humble and contrite in spirit, and who tremble at my word. 

God is not contained in our buildings and programs and worship 
services and prayer meetings 

Rather, his actual presence is with those who are humble before him, 
and quick to repent… who treat his word with deep respect 
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The Word of God - considered, understood, trusted, practiced - is our life…  

I’m delighted that we have a number of excellent options for you at 
Heritage if you’d like to immerse yourself in the Bible 

There are several excellent groups studying the Bible together 
around here - look them up on our mobile app or on our website 

Starting this September, we’re going to be offering a new 6-month 
course that will take you through the entire Bible 

Please let us know if you’re interested - tell us on your steps card - 
and we’ll follow up with you. 

The Word of God and the Presence of God go together 

You really cannot have one without the other 

And so when Adam and Eve reject the Word of God, they lose the 
Presence of God with them, and they lose the joy of being the 
People of God who are constituted around the Presence of God 

And from there on out, God shows up here and there - to Noah, or 
Abraham, for instance, or Jacob 

But that constant sense of God’s presence among his people is gone 

But the story doesn’t end there… God is not done with us 

And the rest of the Bible is all about how he goes about restoring all 
things  

Redeeming for himself a People of God through the Word of God so 
that the Presence of God can once more be among his People 

When we center our lives around the Word of God understood, 
trusted and obeyed… 

We then experience the actual Presence of God among us 

And the Word & the Presence form us into the People of God 
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And so we come to Moses 

After God brought Israel out of Egypt through Moses, they find 
themselves traveling through the wilderness, headed for the 
Promised Land, with Moses as their leader 

His task is to take these former slaves, and meld them together into 
the People of God 

And he sets out to accomplish the task with wisdom 

Listen to what he asks of God 

Exodus 33.12–13 NIV11 Moses said to the LORD, “You have 
been telling me, ‘Lead these people,’ but you have not let me 
know whom you will send with me.  

You have said, ‘I know you by name and you have found favor 
with me.’ If you are pleased with me, teach me your ways so I may 
know you and continue to find favor with you. Remember that 

this nation is your people.” 

There are two bold asks in these words - one direct, and the other, implied 

The direct request is for God’s Word 

If I have found favor in your eyes, teach me your ways 

If you love me, Lord, teach me your Word 

In fact, the way it’s phrased, what Moses is actually saying is 
“Because you love us, Lord, teach us your Word…” 

And why? So that we may know you, and follow you, and continue 
to remain in this close relationship of love with you 

That’s the direct request 

And the implied request is for God’s Presence 

Because, of course, God’s Word and God’s Presence go together 
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Moses longs for God to reverse the curse of Eden… 

And so he asks God to once more give Israel his Word 

And as Israel learns his Word, and trusts his Word, and practices his 
Word, they’d once be the People among whom God’s Presence 
could come 

Because you love us, Lord, teach us your Word 

It’s in answer to this prayer that God gives Israel the Law 

And it is in the Law that God gives Israel his Presence 

Exodus 33.14 NIV11 The LORD replied, “My Presence will go 
with you, and I will give you rest.” 

The Law of Moses is a gift of grace, not a burden 

That’s how Moses and Israel saw it from the beginning 

The giving of the Law is an act of sheer grace 

And to this day, Judaism sees the Torah, the Law, as the ultimate sign 
of God’s favor upon Israel 

And that’s exactly how John describes it 

John 1.16–17 NIV11 Out of his fullness we have all received 

grace in place of grace already given.  

For the law was given through Moses; grace and truth came 
through Jesus Christ. 

In Jesus we’ve received grace upon grace, says John 

There was a first grace given to Israel in the Law of Moses 

And there is now a final grace given to all the world in Jesus 
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You might be thinking right about now - wait a minute, wait a minute 

I thought Law and Grace were opposed to each other - and Jesus 
went after the Law to replace it with Grace….  

But how could Jesus dismiss the Law? 

He is, after all, the Word of God himself - and the Law of Moses 
contains the Word of God given to Israel 

Listen to how Jesus actually speaks of the Law of Moses 

Matthew 5.17–18 NIV11 “Do not think that I have come to 
abolish the Law or the Prophets; I have not come to abolish them 
but to fulfill them. For truly I tell you, until heaven and earth 
disappear, not the smallest letter, not the least stroke of a pen, 
will by any means disappear from the Law until everything is 
accomplished.” 

Jesus wasn’t out to abolish the Law, he came to fulfill it 

But what about Paul? Didn’t he dismiss the law and replace it with grace? 

Well, let’s see… listen to some of the things Paul says about the law 

Romans 7.12 NIV11 … the Law is holy, and the commandment 
is holy, righteous and good. 

Romans 7.14 NIV11 We know that the law is spiritual 

Romans 7.22 NIV11 For in my inner being I delight in God’s law 

And finally 

1 Timothy 1.8 NIV11 We know that the law is good if one uses it 
properly.  

And that gives us the insight we need 

The Law is good if it is used properly 
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Jesus and Paul didn’t go after the Law - they went after the wrong use of 
the Law 

Which then begs the question: So what is the proper use of the Law?  

And what is an improper, or wrong use of the Law? 

The answer to that most important question comes from something Jesus 
said to a thoughtful questioner 

Matthew 22.35–36 NIV …an expert in the law, tested him with 
this question: “Teacher, which is the greatest commandment in 
the Law?”  

The question here - which was much debated at that time among 
experts in the Law of Moses - is this: what lies at the heart of this 
most complex set of Laws? What’s the guiding principle behind the 
incredibly broad range of directives that the Law contains 

Matthew 22.37-40 NIV Jesus replied: “ ‘Love the Lord your God 
with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind.’ 
This is the first and greatest commandment. And the second is 
like it: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’  

All the Law and the Prophets hang on these two 
commandments.” 

At the heart of the Law are these two commandments, says Jesus 

Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and 
with all your mind… love God with all of your being 

Love your neighbor as yourself… take care of one another in the 
same way that you take care of yourself 

So the proper use of the Law is as a practical guide as to how to love 
God and how to love our neighbor 

And, of course, the Law of Moses contains a range of directives that 
were necessary and relevant in the specific conditions that Israel 
found themselves in, as they came out of Egypt - to guide them into 
a love of God and a love of their neighbor 
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By the time of Jesus, however, the practice of the Law had become 
corrupted - in most cases, not all - into an unrecognizable mess 

Instead of guiding Israel into a love of God and a love of neighbor, 
the words of the Law had been corrupted into a way of asserting 
one’s own self-righteousness…  

The Law had become corrupted into a means of bargaining with 
God - if I do this, will you do that for me? 

The Law had become corrupted into a means of power and control 
for the religious and political elites, and as a means of oppressing 
the poor… and the alien, and the orphan, and the widow 

The Law had been corrupted into a means of avoiding having to 
actually love God… or love your neighbor as yourself 

And this corruption of the Law is what Jesus - and later, Paul - is utterly 
opposed to 

So when the grace offered to Israel in the Law of Moses had been 
finally corrupted beyond recognition 

Jesus came, bringing us the final, ultimate and perfect offer of grace 

John 1.16–17 NIV11 Out of his fullness we have all received 

grace in place of grace already given. For the law was given 
through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. 

This understanding is crucial if we are to make sense of the OT… 

And it’s utterly essential if we are to truly understand Jesus 

And without this clarity, much of Paul is incredibly confusing 

In Jesus, what we now have is the Great Law-Giver himself 

…and the perfect Law of God, the law of love 

… and the final, full and complete fulfillment of the Law 
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And that final gift of grace is that the Law-giver becomes one of us 

…perfectly fulfills the Law on our behalf 

…and willingly takes upon himself the consequences of our 
constant corruption and violation of the Law 

And then offers us life - full, perfect and eternal life - if we trust him 

Does that make sense? Moses and the Law are not opposed to Jesus and 
grace, in any way 

Moses and the Law guide us into that final grace offered us in Jesus 

Paul certainly understood this well - his witness to Jesus often began 
with the Law of Moses 

There’s a marvelous bit at the end of Acts, where Paul is under 
house-arrest in Rome 

Acts 28:23 NIV11 [The Jewish leaders] arranged to meet Paul on 
a certain day, and came in even larger numbers to the place 
where he was staying. He witnessed to them from morning till 
evening, explaining about the kingdom of God, and from the 
Law of Moses and from the Prophets he tried to persuade them 
about Jesus. 

The Law of Moses is not in opposition to Jesus and grace - it points 
to and finds its fulfillment in Jesus 

You remember the question we were considering: what is the proper use 
of the Law? 

We could legitimately broaden that question to… 

What is a proper use of the Word of God? 

And we’ve discovered a clear and helpful answer 

The proper use of the Word of God is to guide us into an all-out love 
of God, revealed to us in Jesus, and an all-out love of our neighbor 
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But we’ve seen from the story of Israel, how easily we can corrupt the Word 
of God to suit our own preferences? 

And so it’s worth asking the question: where does this corruption 
begin? How do we know we’re wandering off the way? What must 
we be on guard for? 

Luke has a story similar to the one we read from Matthew 

Luke 10.25–28 NIV11 On one occasion an expert in the law 
stood up to test Jesus. “Teacher,” he asked, “what must I do to 
inherit eternal life?” 

“What is written in the Law?” he replied. “How do you read it?” 

He answered, “ ‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart and 
with all your soul and with all your strength and with all your 

mind’; and, ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’” 

“You have answered correctly,” Jesus replied. “Do this and you 
will live.” 

Do this, and you will live 

This connects it all up, doesn’t it? 

This is the heart of the Law, to love God and to love your neighbor 

And this is the way of life from way back in the garden of Eden 

And it is the heart of Jesus’ entire teaching, and actions, and life 

Do you want to experience genuine life? 

Here’s the answer, says Jesus: love God, and love your neighbor 

But the story doesn’t end there 

Luke 10.29 NIV11 But he wanted to justify himself, so he asked 

Jesus, “And who is my neighbor?”  
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This is precisely where things begin to go wrong - for that man, and for us 

Love God, love our neighbor - that sounds good, but it’s simply too 
broad… it certainly doesn’t sound practical 

So let’s narrow it down, focus it down, make it practical 

So who is my neighbor? 

Who exactly do I need to love? 

It can’t possibly be that all these people are my neighbors… I can’t 
possibly be expected to love them all… nobody could 

We’ve got to draw a line somewhere…  

Consider some of the other things Jesus said 

Luke 6.27–30 NIV11 “But to you who are listening I say: Love 
your enemies, do good to those who hate you, bless those who 
curse you, pray for those who mistreat you. If someone slaps you 
on one cheek, turn to them the other also. If someone takes your 

coat, do not withhold your shirt from them. Give to everyone 
who asks you, and if anyone takes what belongs to you, do not 
demand it back.” 

Matthew 5.21–24 NIV11 “…I tell you that anyone who is angry 
with a brother or sister will be subject to judgment… And 
anyone who says, ‘You fool!’ will be in danger of the fire of hell. 

“Therefore, if you are offering your gift at the altar and there 
remember that your brother or sister has something against you, 
leave your gift there in front of the altar. First go and be 
reconciled to them; then come and offer your gift.” 

Matthew 6.19–21 NIV11 “Do not store up for yourselves 
treasures on earth, where moths and vermin destroy, and where 
thieves break in and steal. But store up for yourselves treasures in 
heaven, where moths and vermin do not destroy, and where 
thieves do not break in and steal. For where your treasure is, 
there your heart will be also.” 
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Whoa… Seriously? None of that seems remotely practical 

My life would need to be altogether different if I took these words of 
Jesus at face value 

That’s the quandary that this man faces… that in fact, I face, as I 
read the story 

I agree with Jesus that the heart of the Law, the way to eternal life, 
the heart of following Jesus is to love God and to love my neighbor 

But instantly a hundred cautions come to mind, of ways that I don’t 
actually love people around me quite like that… perhaps of people 
that I don’t want to love like that, that I can’t imagine loving like that 

Now I have a choice 

I could ask the Holy Spirit to help me be the kind of man Isaiah 
spoke of, who is humble, contrite of spirit, and who trembles at 
God’s Word? 

Or I can begin redefining and reinterpreting God’s word to suit my 
own lifestyle, my own preferences 

That is precisely where the corruption and perversion of the Word 
of God begins 

When I look at what it says, and find that it is in conflict with my 
lifestyle, my sexual preferences, my politics, my prejudices… 

And so I decide to reframe and reinterpret the Word in a way that 
validates me… just the way I am right now 

That’s precisely where this man is headed 

Luke 10.29 NIV11 But he wanted to justify himself, so he asked 

Jesus, “And who is my neighbor?”  

It can’t possibly be that all these people are my neighbors… I can’t 
possibly be expected to love them all… nobody could 
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I’ve got to draw a line somewhere…  

So let me draw the line in a way that doesn’t require me to love 
someone I don’t much like 

Let me reframe and reinterpret the Word of God in a way that 
justifies my present choices 

Jesus responds, with profound grace and truth 

Luke 10.30-35 NIV11 In reply Jesus said: “A man was going 
down from Jerusalem to Jericho, when he was attacked by 
robbers. They stripped him of his clothes, beat him and went 
away, leaving him half dead. A priest happened to be going 
down the same road, and when he saw the man, he passed by on 
the other side. So too, a Levite, when he came to the place and 
saw him, passed by on the other side. But a Samaritan, as he 
traveled, came where the man was; and when he saw him, he 
took pity on him. He went to him and bandaged his wounds, 
pouring on oil and wine. Then he put the man on his own 
donkey, brought him to an inn and took care of him. The next 
day he took out two denarii and gave them to the innkeeper. 
‘Look after him,’ he said, ‘and when I return, I will reimburse you 
for any extra expense you may have.’  

Just one comment: oil & wine were essential elements of Temple worship 

The priest & the Levite had spent the past week pouring out oil and 
wine on the altar in the temple, leading others in worship 

But it turned out that all of their worship was empty…  

Because when God sent them someone in need to care for, someone 
to love… they crossed over to the other side and passed by 

The Samaritan, rather than the priest or the Levite… 

… is the only one in the story who truly worships God as he pours 
out his oil and his wine to care for the victim 

In this story, God isn’t present in the altar in the temple - rather, he is 
present in the bleeding wounds of the victim 
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Well… our story is almost done… now Jesus turns to the man, the expert 
in the Law of Moses 

Luke 10.36–37 NIV  “Which of these three do you think was a 
neighbor to the man who fell into the hands of robbers?” 

The expert in the law replied, “The one who had mercy on him.” 
Jesus told him, “Go and do likewise.” 

And Jesus says to me, to you, go and do likewise 

This is the work of the Holy Spirit among us, you know? 

To convict our hearts with the Word of God 

To apply the Word of God specifically to your heart, to my heart 

And to set us free to follow Jesus into the life of the kingdom… into 
eternal life… 

Will you bow your head with me, and invite the Holy Spirit in…
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