
Easter Message 

One of the most powerful Easter messages I have ever heard. 5 words. It 
is an Easter message that can change the way you see and live your 
life…ready for it? In fact I can preach half of it and many of you will know 
the rest…ready? It’s Friday.. BUT….Sunday’s coming.(slide) 

Its Friday (slide) 

It’s dark in the valley of the shadow of death as… 

16 Finally Pilate handed him over to them to be crucified. (pic of cross) 

So the soldiers took charge of Jesus. 17 Carrying his own cross, he went 
out to the place of the Skull. 18 There they crucified him, and with him two 
others—one on each side and Jesus in the middle.  

Wait a bit coronations don’t look like this. This is not what a path 
to victory looks like.  Didn’t this King say he would establish His 
kingdom? Nailed between two thieves, He dies in the midst of 
sinners? This is no ordinary King 

19 Pilate had a notice (pic) prepared and fastened to the cross. It 
read: JESUS OF NAZARETH, THE KING OF THE JEWS. 20 Many of the Jews read this 
sign, for the place where Jesus was crucified was near the city, and the 
sign was written in Aramaic, Latin and Greek. 21 The chief priests of the 
Jews protested to Pilate, “Do not write ‘The King of the Jews,’ but that 
this man claimed to be king of the Jews.” 

22 Pilate answered, “What I have written, I have written.” 

And so the royal statement is written and declared in the 
languages of the people  for the world to see. God uses evil men 
and leaders to do his bidding. Once again, What man intends for 
evil God uses to fulfil His purposes. Its Friday, from where we are 
sitting we cannot make sense of it. He told His followers but they 
aren’t getting it. When its Friday, it takes incredible faith to keep 
His perspective on what’s going on. How? and why ?are questions 
never far from our lips…. It’s Friday but… the story doesn’t end 
here…Sunday is coming.  

 



23 When the soldiers crucified Jesus, they took his clothes, dividing them 
into four shares, one for each of them, with the undergarment remaining. 
This happened that the scripture might be fulfilled that said, 

“They divided my clothes among them 
    and cast lots for my garment.” 

Nothing that happens on earth takes God by surprise. You will 
never hear God say “shucks I didn’t see that coming”. On this 
dark Friday 28 prophecies are to be fulfilled. This day was spoken 
of in detail long ago. If the people knew the Word of God they 
would have seen it all coming. Prophecy is fulfilled that we may 
believe the truth. This day is BIG and it is still only Friday. 

28 Later, knowing that everything had now been finished, and so that 
Scripture would be fulfilled, Jesus said, “I am thirsty.” 29 A jar of wine 
vinegar was there, so they soaked a sponge in it, put the sponge on a 
stalk of the hyssop plant, and lifted it to Jesus’ lips 

Exodus 12vs 22. What was used at Passover to put the blood on 
the doorposts? Everything is pointing to something significant. 

 30 When he had received the drink, Jesus said, “It is finished.” With that, 
he bowed his head and gave up his spirit. 

(31 Now it was the day of Preparation, and the next day was to be a special 
Sabbath. Because the Jewish leaders did not want the bodies left on the 
crosses during the Sabbath, they asked Pilate to have the legs broken and 
the bodies taken down. 32 The soldiers therefore came and broke the legs 
of the first man who had been crucified with Jesus, and then those of the 
other. 33 But when they came to Jesus and found that he was already 
dead, they did not break his legs. 34 Instead, one of the soldiers 
pierced Jesus’ side with a spear, bringing a sudden flow of blood and 
water. 35 The man who saw it has given testimony, and his testimony is 
true. He knows that he tells the truth, and he testifies so that you also 
may believe. 36 These things happened so that the scripture would be 
fulfilled: “Not one of his bones will be broken,” 37 and, as another 
scripture says, “They will look on the one they have pierced.) 

It was Friday…how do you think they felt? Jesus, Forsaken me? 
Darkness descends, another good righteous man gone. 
Hopelessness.  



But	Sunday	is	coming	(slide)	

John 20 
20 Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary 
Magdalene went to the tomb and saw that the stone had been removed 
from the entrance.2 So she came running to Simon Peter and the other 
disciple, the one Jesus loved, and said, “They have taken the Lord out of 
the tomb, and we don’t know where they have put him!” 

11 Now Mary stood outside the tomb crying. As she wept, she bent over to 
look into the tomb 12 and saw two angels in white, seated where Jesus’ 
body had been, one at the head and the other at the foot. 

13 They asked her, “Woman, why are you crying?” 

“They have taken my Lord away,” she said, “and I don’t know where they 
have put him.” 14 At this, she turned around and saw Jesus standing there 

16 Jesus said to her, “Mary.” 

She turned toward him and cried out in Aramaic, “Rabboni!” (which 
means “Teacher”). 

Its SUNDAY the tomb is empty (pic of empty tomb)…CHRIST is 
RISEN..and that changes everything.  

 

China 1977 Its Friday..declaration. What she didn’t know was Sunday 
hadn’t come yet. (Mr Tse Tung (pic)..Sunday has dawned 100 mill (PIC – 
Chinese church) 

Iran 1979 It’s Friday Ayatolla Khomeni (pic) ushering in an Islamic state 
with the islamic revolution.  2014 (Mr Khomeini the sun is rising on 
Sunday morning). Jesus footsteps in Teheran. Second fastest growing 
church.Sunday has dawned in Iran (PIC – church/believers) 

1967 It’s Friday,missions gathering for the Muslim world..no 
churches..how to start.Sunday was coming 2007..cannot count the 
churches..how to do it better. 

Soviet Union 1980 (pic of COMMUNIST flag) It’s Friday atheism and 
oppression reigns. BUT hey Sunday hadn’t come yet. I was one of many 
little kids who dared to pray for the curtain to come down..impossible 



1989 (Mr Lenin, Mr Stalin..Sunday has dawned)…Vaskrisenya. Little did I 
know I would be the answers to those prayers. 

 

Its Friday 1956 in Ecuador Jim Elliott, Nate Saint  and 3 others- What a 
waste. BUT Sunday was coming. Rachel Saint and Elizabeth Elliot. Nate 
son baptized by those who killed his father. Went and lived among them. 
1992 Wycliffe Bible translators hand over a translation of the Bible 
received by the very ones who has killed these missionaries. (pics of the 
five and the guys who killed them, Rachel and Elizabeth, Stev Saint) 

Its Friday in Syria…Sundays coming 

Its Friday in North Korea …Sundays coming 

It’s Friday as I look at the world in chaos, violence, abuse, rape, abortion, 
corruption, evil flourishing, sickness growing…how do you feel? It sure 
feels like Friday. Many of us are sitting here and the darkness of Friday 
hangs over us. BUT the message of easter is Sunday’s coming. 

I have had a month of Fridays but I have seen the dawn of Sunday each 
time.  

 

For Eric Friday was particularly hard…… (video) 

But that wasent the end. Sunday was dawning. 

Thanks to Easter and the resurrection of Jesus Christ we can declare to all 
our Fridays…Sunday’s coming. (pic of resurrection) 

YOU??? Speak to your hopelessness and remind it that Sunday is coming. 

Allow hope to fill your heart today. The Easter story is about a King who 
turned things upside down. A King who takes what man means for evil 
and turns it into good. A King who stared down barrel of hopelessness, 
sadness, pain and sorrow..but KNEW Sunday was coming. Outside 
Jerusalem is an empty grave . Jesus is alive and that changes everything.  

 

 

 



Revelation 21 vs 3-5 (slide) 

 3 And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, “Look! God’s 
dwelling place is now among the people, and he will dwell with 
them. They will be his people, and God himself will be with them 
and be their God. 4 ‘He will wipe every tear from their eyes. There 
will be no more death’ or mourning or crying or pain, for the old 
order of things has passed away.” 

5 He who was seated on the throne said, “I am making everything 
new!” 

 it’s Friday BUT …Sunday’s coming. (slide) 
	

	


