DOING RIGHT, EVEN WHEN

OTHERS DO WRONG
Joshua 9:1-27 WFR WC 7-20-25

INTRODUCTION

A. Open & Welcome

B.  Scripture Reader: Doc & Pearl Mancuso (9 & 7 George
Welch Elementary; Horse riding & Star Wars) Josh 9:14

The Israelites sampled their provisions but did not inquire of the LORD.

C. Joshua narrative reading like Military Fiction (Life/Death
moments with glimpses of bigger narratives)

D. Today, Josh 9:1-27 is called "The Gibeonite Deception"
(Weaponized Worship-AI Ambush-Covenant Compact)

1.  Generational blessings & promises being realized by
the "good guys" and generation curses & judgment
being actualized by the "bad guys."

2. "Good guys" are extremely flawed, but trust in God and
the "Bad guys" are people, too (Reasons why they're
bad, their blinded in unbelief or belief in false god, but
they want to live, b/c they are made in the image/God)

3. Difficulty of human beings trying to apply justice in
from our perspective in real time to a God who
administers justice outside of time from His
perspective.



I. The Lie: The Gibeonite Deception 9:10

Now when all the kings west of the Jordan heard about these
things—the kings in the hill country, in the western foothills, and
along the entire coast of the Mediterranean Sea as far as Lebanon
(the kings of the Hittites, Amorites, Canaanites, Perizzites, Hivites
and Jebusites)—they came together to wage war against Joshua
and Israel. (Full regional conflict w/Israel)

However, when the people of Gibeon heard what Joshua had done
to Jericho and Ai, they resorted to a ruse: They went as a
delegation whose donkeys were loaded with worn-out sacks and
old wineskins, cracked and mended. They put worn and patched
sandals on their feet and wore old clothes. All the bread of their
food supply was dry and moldy. Then they went to Joshua in the
camp at Gilgal and said to him and the Israelites, “We have come
from a distant country; make a treaty with us.” (Unfrozen
Caveman Lawyer)

The Israelites said to the Hivites, “But perhaps you live near us, so
how can we make a treaty with you?” (Somebody should have
pressed this point!) “We are your servants,” they said to Joshua.

But Joshua asked, “Who are you and where do you come from?”
(Someone should have made a notation to vet this thought!)

They answered: “Your servants have come from a very distant
country because of the fame of the LORD your God. For we have
heard reports of him: all that he did in Egypt. and all that he did to
the two kings of the Amorites east of the Jordan—Sihon king of
Heshbon, and Og king of Bashan, who reigned in Ashtaroth. And
our elders and all those living in our country said to us, ‘Take
provisions for your journey, go and meet them and say to them,
“We are your servants, make a treaty with us.””’ This bread of ours
was warm when we packed it at home on the day we left to come to



you. But now see how dry and moldy it is. And these wineskins that
we filled were new, but see how cracked they are. And our clothes
and sandals are worn out by the very long journey.”

A.  Signs of a Good Deception/Lie

l.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Looks & sounds reasonable
Is full of flattery

Recognizes God

Appeals to the human senses

Plays to felt needs, compassion & desperation

B. Swallowing a lie depends on at least one or three things

l.
2.
3.

Naivety

Laziness

Pride

II. The Truth: The Unvetted Treaty Josh 9:14-16

The Israelites sampled their provisions but did not inquire of the

LORD. Then Joshua made a treaty of peace with them to let them
live, and the leaders of the assembly ratified it by oath. Three days
after they made the treaty with the Gibeonites, the Israelites heard
that they were neighbors, living near them.

A. They swallowed the deception.....

B. They didn't inquire of the Lord....

C. They didn't look into the neighborhood......



D. They realized that the truth will always surface!

III. The Reaction: Joshua 9:17-27

So the Israelites set out and on the third day came to their cities.
Gibeon, Kephirah, Beeroth and Kiriath Jearim. But the Israelites
did not attack them, because the leaders of the assembly had sworn
an oath to them by the LORD, the God of Israel.

A. The Leaders Sought Truth (Finally!) & Didn't Double
Down on Their Mistake (9:17-18a)

1.  They were duped, they didn't enquire of the Lord
& now they have to live with the results

2. Vengeance of betrayal leads to more bad
decisions

B. The People Didn't Understand the Why (18b)

The whole assembly grumbled against the leaders, .....

C. Everyone Has to Live with the Consequences of
Building on the Basis or a Deception/Lie (19-27)

but all the leaders answered, “We have given them our oath by the
LORD, the God of Israel, and we cannot touch them now. This is
what we will do to them: We will let them live, so that God’s wrath
will not fall on us for breaking the oath we swore to them.” They
continued, “Let them live, but let them be woodcutters and water
carriers in the service of the whole assembly.” So the leaders’
promise to them was kept.

Then Joshua summoned the Gibeonites and said, “Why did you
deceive us by saying, ‘We live a long way from you,’ while actually



you live near us? You are now under a curse.: You will never be
released from service as woodcutters and water carriers for the
house of my God.”

They answered Joshua, “Your servants were clearly told how the
LORD your God had commanded his servant Moses to give you the
whole land and to wipe out all its inhabitants from before you. So
we feared for our lives because of you, and that is why we did this.
We are now in your hands. Do to us whatever seems good and
right to you.”

So Joshua saved them from the Israelites, and they did not kill
them. That day he made the Gibeonites woodcutters and water
carriers for the assembly, to provide for the needs of the altar of
the LORD at the place the LORD would choose. And that is what
they are to this day.

1.  The Israelites survive the day, but set up future failure
(Tribe of Benjamin)

2. The Gibeonites survive the day, but set up a life of fear
& slavery

CONCLUSION (Praise Band/Team Back Up)

A. What does all of this mean for us? For you listening today?
1.  Trust God, but Verify Humans [Jesus in John 10]

2. Combat Deception with Truth (Do the Right Thing &
Don't build on lies) [Jesus in Matt. 7:24-27]

3.  Lord, why can't I get out of this?....Lord, why do you
have me in this? [Book of Job]

B. Offer Invite



