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Why Isn’t Life Fair? 

“And since we are His children, we are His heirs.  

In fact, together with Christ we are heirs of God’s glory.  

But if we are to share His glory, we must also share His suffering. 

Yet what we suffer now is nothing  

compared to the glory He will reveal to us later.  

For all creation is waiting eagerly for that future day  

when God will reveal who His children really are.  

Against its will, all creation was subjected to God’s curse.  

But with eager hope, the creation looks forward to the day  

when it will join God’s children in glorious freedom from death and decay.  

For we know that all creation has been groaning as in the pains of childbirth  

right up to the present time. And we believers also groan,  

even though we have the Holy Spirit within us as a foretaste of future glory,  

for we long for our bodies to be released from sin and suffering.  

We, too, wait with eager hope for the day when God will give us our full rights  

as His adopted children, including the new bodies He has promised us.  

We were given this hope when we were saved.”   

Romans 8:17-24 (NLT)  

I. Life is Not Fair (4 Examples from Ecclesiastes) 

1. People get away with crimes. 

“When a crime is not punished quickly, people feel it is safe to do wrong.”                               Ecclesiastes 8:11 (NLT) 

2. People are mean. 

“…I observed all the oppression that takes place under the sun. I saw the tears of the oppressed, with no one to 

comfort them. The oppressors have great power, and their victims are helpless.”                       Ecclesiastes 4:1 (NLT) 

3. Politicians get bogged down in bureaucracy and corruption. 

“Don’t be surprised if you see a poor person being oppressed by the powerful and if justice is being miscarried throughout the 

land. For every official is under orders from higher up, and matters of justice get lost in red tape and bureaucracy.”                          

                                                                                                                                                                 Ecclesiastes 5:8 (NLT) 

4. Good Guys are punished and Bad Guys are rewarded. 

“There is something else meaningless that occurs on earth: the righteous who get what the wicked deserve, and the 

wicked who get what the righteous deserve. This too, I say, is meaningless.”                            Ecclesiastes 8:14 (NIV) 
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II. So…. Why Does God Allow All This Unfairness? 

1. CHOICE.  God gave humans the gift of free will. 

“But if you refuse to serve the LORD, then choose today whom you will serve. Would you prefer the gods your 

ancestors served beyond the Euphrates? Or will it be the gods of the Amorites in whose land you now live? But as for 

me and my family, we will serve the LORD.”                                                                               Joshua 24:15 (NLT) 

“Look, today I am giving you the choice between a blessing and a curse!”                          Deuteronomy 11:26 (NLT) 

2. TIMING.  Just because it hasn’t happened yet doesn’t mean it’s not going to happen. 

“The Lord isn’t really being slow about His promise, as some people think. No, He is being patient for your sake. He 

does not want anyone to be destroyed, but wants everyone to repent.”                                          2 Peter 3:9 (NLT) 

“…In due season God will judge everyone, both good and bad, for all their deeds.”                 Ecclesiastes 3:17 (NLT) 

3. ATTENTION.  Pain and unfairness get our attention reminding us that our hope is in Jesus (not this world).  

God doesn’t cause unfairness; but He doesn’t waste it either. 

“…As for humans, God tests them so that they may see that they are like the animals.”             Ecclesiastes 3:18 (NIV) 

“We are all infected and impure with sin. When we display our righteous deeds, they are nothing but filthy rags...”                                                        

                                                                                                                                                    Isaiah 64:6 (NLT) 

“If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.”                                                              

                                                                                                                                                     1 John 1:9 (ESV) 

4. CHARACTER.  Some things only grow under pressure. 

“But if we are to share His glory, we must also share His suffering.”                                                    Romans 8:17 (NLT) 

“Join with me in suffering, like a good soldier of Christ Jesus.”                                                  2 Timothy 2:3 (NIV) 

“We can rejoice, too, when we run into problems and trials, for we know that they help us develop endurance.  And 

endurance develops strength of character, and character strengthens our confident hope of salvation.”               

                                                                                                                                              Romans 5:3-4 (NLT) 

III. What Can We Do to Live Better in An Unfair World? 

1. Play the game on the FIELD YOU HAVE. 

“If you wait for perfect conditions, you will never get anything done.”                                    Ecclesiastes 11:4 (TLB) 

[Jesus] “I have told you all this so that you may have peace in Me. Here on earth you will have many trials and 

sorrows. But take heart, because I have overcome the world.”                                                      John 16:33 (NLT) 

2. Remember that this whole life is really only the “ENTRANCE EXAM” to  

eternal life…somewhere. 

“For our light and momentary troubles are achieving for us an eternal glory that far outweighs them all.”                                                       

                                                                                                                                        2 Corinthians 4:17 (NIV) 
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*The Book of Life (Revelation 20:11-15) 

3. Live for JESUS PASSIONATELY! Even if you’re the only one. 

“If it is possible, as far as it depends on you, live at peace with everyone.”                               Romans 12:18 (NIV) 

“…And what does the LORD require of you? To act justly and to love mercy and to walk humbly with your God.”                                                           

                                                                                                                                                  Micah 6:8 (NIV) 

“Seek the Kingdom of God above all else, and live righteously, and He will give you everything you need.”                                                              

                                                                                                                                            Matthew 6:33 (NLT) 

 

Keep the Conversation going… 

Small Group Discussion Questions 

1. Describe a time when you experienced something that wasn’t fair.  How did you handle that? 

2. Today, we talked about God’s timing.  Talk about a time when you were patient and then rewarded for your patience. 

3. How has God gotten your attention recently? 

4. What would it look like for you to live passionately for Jesus every day? 

 


