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NEXT STEPS 
❑ Today, I make a first–time commitment to follow Jesus as the Lord of my life. 

❑ When criticized, I will take the time to evaluate the criticism so I can choose to respond approriately  

❑ I will not back down from rejection when I am following Jesus and standing for His truth.  But I will 
do so in a manner that honors Jesus. 

COUNT ME IN 
❑ Send me the link to sign up for Man Camp on August 20-22. 

❑ Send me the link to sign up for Get Ahead beginning Tuesday, July 28th @ 6:15pm. 



“There’s no place like home….till they try to kill you.” 

I. ”Why Are You Guys So Angry?”  Luke 4:14-30 

1. Jesus claims to be the Messiah. 

“The Scripture you’ve just heard has been fulfilled this very day!”  

                                                                       Luke 4:21b (NLT) 

2. Jesus wouldn’t perform miracles on demand. 

“And so He did only a few miracles there because of their 

unbelief.”                                                    Matthew 13:58 (NLT) 

3. Jesus included the Gentiles in God’s salvation plan. 

“And many in Israel had leprosy in the time of the prophet Elisha, 

but the only one healed was Naaman, a Syrian.”  Luke 4:27 (NLT) 

II. How To Handle Rejection  Matthew 5:10-12 

1. First, EVALUATE the criticism. 

”Why is this happening?” 

“God blesses those who are persecuted for doing right, for the 

Kingdom of Heaven is theirs.”                       Matthew 5:10 (NLT) 

a)  Sometimes we bring criticism on ourselves by our own behavior. 

b)  Sometimes we experience rejection because of brokenness and  

 disfunction of people around us. 

c)  Sometimes we face criticism and rejection because we are  

 following Jesus and standing for truth. 

 

 

2. When under fire, keep things in PERSPECTIVE. 

”Words are painful; 

but they aren’t going to kill you.” 

“God blesses you when people mock you and persecute you 

and lie about you and say all sorts of evil things against you 

because you are My followers.”                  Matthew 5:11 (NLT) 

a)  Sometimes people will mock you for following Jesus. 

b)  Sometimes people will persecute you for following Jesus. 

c)  Sometimes people will slander you for following Jesus. 

3. BE GLAD when you suffer because of following Jesus.  It’s an 

honor. 

“Be happy about it! Be very glad! For a great reward awaits you 

in heaven. And remember, the ancient prophets were persecuted 

in the same way.”                                         Matthew 5:12 (NLT) 

How can I do that?   

Remember…God has given us: 

a)  Purpose.  We have a mission and a worthy reason to live for. 

b)  Peace.  Jesus offers us peace in the middle of storms. 

c)  Promise.  One day God will settle all accounts and put  

everything right. 

“If you were arrested for being a Christian,  

would there be enough evidence to convict you?”   

                                                  Billy Graham 


