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How Can I Know God’s Will for My Life? 

Case Study: Jeremiah 42 & 43 

“Pray that the Lord your God  

will show us what to do and where to go.” 

  Jeremiah 42:3 (NLT) 

“
Whether we like it or not,  

we will obey the Lord our God  

to whom we are sending you with our plea...”  

Jeremiah 42:6 (NLT) 

“He said to them,  

“You sent me to the Lord, the God of Israel, 

 with your request, and this is His reply:  

 
‘Stay here in this land…”    

Jeremiah 42:9-10 (NLT) 

“…You lie!  

The Lord our God hasn’t forbidden us to go to Egypt!” 

 Jeremiah 43:2 (NLT) 

 God TOLD THEM…They DIDN’T LIKE IT…So they DIDN’T DO IT. 

*Be ready and willing to obey. 

I. God’s Will for Everyone (The Big Picture/Overall Mission) 

*Example: Win WWII 

“For God so loved the world that He gave His one and only Son, that whoever believes in Him shall not perish but 

have eternal life.”                                                                                                                         John 3:16 (NIV) 

 Great Commandment 

“‘…You must love the Lord your God with all your heart, all your soul, and all your mind. ‘This is the first and 

greatest commandment. A second is equally important: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’ The entire law and all the 

demands of the prophets are based on these two commandments.’”                                Matthew 22:37-40 (NLT) 

 Great Commission 

“Therefore, go and make disciples of all the nations,
 
baptizing them in the name of the Father and the Son and the 

Holy Spirit. Teach these new disciples to obey all the commands I have given you. And be sure of this: I am with you 

always, even to the end of the age.”                                                                              Matthew 28:19-20 (NLT) 
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II. God’s Will for You (The Personal Picture/Specific Will for You) 

Example. Establish foothold in Europe, take Normandy beach, take-out machine-gun nest…save Private Ryan! 

“God decided in advance to adopt us into His own family by bringing us to Himself through Jesus Christ. This is what 

He wanted to do, and it gave Him great pleasure.”                                                                    Ephesians 1:5 (NLT) 

 When you are adopted into GOD’S FAMILY, you find your place in 

THE FAMILY BUSINESS.  The Great Commandment and Great Commission become personal. 

5 Purposes 

 Love God with all your heart = Worship - “Worship is a lifestyle” 

 Love your neighbor as self = Ministry - “Saved People Serve People” 

 Go…make disciples = Evangelism – “Found People Find People” 

 Baptize is a mark of inclusion = Fellowship – “You Can’t Do Life Alone” 

 Teach to obey = Discipleship – “Growing People Change” 

III. But, How Can I Find Out Specific Stuff (like who am I supposed to marry  

or should I take a new job?) 

 Focus on the RELATIONSHIP between you and God, not just getting an answer.  The closer you are, 

the clearer you’ll hear. 

4 Common Ways God Speaks to us today 

1. Bible 

2. Teachers 

3. Impressions/Inspiration 

4. Circumstances 

 Caution – Don’t be FATALISTIC. 

Belief that everything that happens must be God’s will. 

 In times of silence do what you ALREADY KNOW TO DO. 

If you don’t know the specifics, then keep doing the overall mission.   

This will keep you moving in the right direction. 

Keep the Conversation going… 

Small Group Discussion Questions 

1. Describe a time when you felt like you were doing something you were “born to do.”  What did it feel like?  How much fun was it? 

2. Of the 5 purposes of the church that Jim talked about, which ones are easier for you?  Which ones are harder?  Why? 

3. How has reading/studying the Bible helped you to better understand both God’s overall and personal will for you? 

-  Share some verses that have really helped figure somethings out. 

-  How can some of the study tools/notes in your Bible help too? 

4. Pray through Psalm 119 this week in your Quiet Time. 


