Small Group Guide: The Greatest Sermon Ever Recorded (Matthew 5:1-2)

Key Takeaways:

1. The Sermon on the Mount is Jesus' first in-depth teaching in the Gospels.

2. It focuses on the internal condition of our hearts rather than external actions.

3. The sermon emphasizes living in a way that's pleasing to God.

4. We can only truly apply Jesus' teachings after being saved and becoming His disciples.

Discussion Questions:

1. Why do you think Matthew emphasizes that Jesus "sat down" and "opened his mouth" before
teaching? What significance might these details have?

2. The sermon contrasts worldly values with Kingdom values. Can you think of some examples
from your own life where these two sets of values conflict?

3. How does understanding that we can't meet God's perfect standard on our own change our
approach to following Jesus' teachings?

4. The sermon outline covers topics like living righteously, true piety, wealth, and how to treat
others. Which of these areas do you find most challenging in your own life?

5. Discuss the four reasons why the Sermon on the Mount is important. Which one resonates
with you the most and why?

6. How does the idea that "we can't behave like Christ unless we first become like Christ"
challenge or encourage you in your faith journey?

Practical Applications:

1. This week, read through the entire Sermon on the Mount (Matthew 5-7). Note any teachings
that particularly challenge or inspire you.

2. Reflect on the condition of your heart. Are there areas where you're focused more on external
actions than internal attitudes? How can you shift your focus?

3. Practice one of Jesus' teachings from the Sermon on the Mount this week (e.g., showing
mercy, making peace, or not worrying). Share your experience with the group next time.

4. Consider how you can use the principles from this sermon to be a better witness for Christ in
your daily life.

5-Day Devo



Day 1: The Necessity of Salvation

Reading: Romans 3:21-26

Devotional: As we begin this journey through the Sermon on the Mount, we're reminded of our
deep need for salvation. Paul's words in Romans echo Jesus' teaching - we all fall short of
God's glory. Yet, in His infinite love, God provided a way through Christ. Today, reflect on your
own need for salvation. How has recognizing this need shaped your faith journey? Remember,
it's not about our perfection, but about God's grace freely given. Let this fuel your gratitude and
deepen your reliance on Christ.

Day 2: Jesus, Our Only Hope

Reading: John 14:1-6

Devotional: Jesus boldly declared Himself as the way, the truth, and the life. In a world of
countless philosophies and paths, Christ stands unique. The Sermon on the Mount sets a
standard impossible for us to achieve on our own, pointing us to our need for Jesus. Today,
meditate on what it means that Jesus is your only hope. How does this shape your daily
decisions and priorities? Let this truth anchor you in moments of doubt or temptation.

Day 3: Finding True Joy in Christ

Reading: Matthew 5:1-12

Devotional: The Beatitudes present a counterintuitive path to blessedness and joy. In a world
that often equates happiness with wealth, power, or status, Jesus paints a different picture. He
speaks of the poor in spirit, the meek, and those who hunger for righteousness. As you read,
ask yourself: Where do | seek my joy? How might embracing these Kingdom values lead to a
deeper, more lasting happiness? Allow Christ's words to challenge and reshape your
understanding of true fulfillment.

Day 4: Obedience as Worship

Reading: John 14:15-24

Devotional: Jesus teaches that love for Him is demonstrated through obedience. This isn't about
earning God's favor, but about expressing our gratitude and devotion. The Sermon on the Mount
provides practical ways to live out this obedience. Today, consider an area of your life where
obedience to God feels challenging. How might viewing this obedience as an act of worship
change your perspective? Ask the Holy Spirit to empower you to follow Christ more closely.

Day 5: Living as Salt and Light

Reading: Matthew 5:13-16

Devotional: As we conclude our reflection on the Sermon on the Mount, we're called to be salt
and light in the world. This imagery speaks to our influence and purpose as Christ-followers.
Salt preserves and flavors; light illuminates darkness. How can your life, transformed by Christ's
teachings, impact those around you? Consider one practical way you can shine Christ's light in
your sphere of influence today. Remember, it's not about your own strength, but about allowing
God's power to work through you.



