THE CELEBRATION OF HOLY COMMUNION (8:00) (Please see below to prepare.)

Preface p160
Sanctus p161
Words of Institution, Lord’s Prayer and Pax Domini p162
Agnus Dei p163

PREPARATION FOR THE CELEBRATION OF HOLY COMMUNION
Because Holy Communion is an expression of our oneness in faith, we request that each person
desiring to commune with us examine him/herself on the basis of these points of faith:

| believe that:
+ 1 am a sinner in need of God’s forgiveness.
+ Jesus Christ is my only Lord and Savior from sin, Satan and death.
+ Jesus Christ is really present in the Sacrament, and
+ The bread and wine | receive are also the true Body and Blood of Jesus Christ.
+ All my sins are forgiven through this Sacrament.
+ As God enables me, | pledge to thank, praise, serve and obey Him.

Those who hold in common these teachings are invited to join us at the Lord’s Supper. If you are
visiting us for the first time, or have questions or reservations about these points of faith, we invite you to
speak with the Pastor before the service.

The lighter colored wine is non-alcoholic for those with special needs. Gluten-free wafers are also
available on the small table as you approach the railing.

Hymns during Distribution — Please join in singing:

e “I Know That My Redeemer Lives” #461

e Special Music

e “Jesus Lives! The Vict'ry’s Won” #490
Thank the Lord p164
Post-Communion Collect p166

THE BENEDICTION
THE CLOSING HYMN — “Christ, the Lord Is Risen Today” #463

THE POSTLUDE

The Second Sunday of Easter
April 12, 2026

WELCOME! In spite of all we have heard and all we have seen, it is often hard to believe.
Because it is hard to believe, we will invest ourselves in the Easter mystery for fifty days.
Because it is hard to believe, St. John will provide sign after sign celebrating Jesus’ victory over
death. Because it is hard to believe, the risen Jesus will return to us again and again in the
mystery of Holy Communion, inviting us to touch His presence, and offering us His peace.

b b b

THE PRESERVICE MUSIC AND PRELUDE
THE RINGING OF THE BELL AND PASTORAL GREETING

THE OPENING HYMN —“Alleluia! Jesus Is Risen” (vs. 1, 4-5) #474
THE INVOCATION, CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION (taken from D.S. I—p 151)

P: In the name of the Father, and of the & Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

C: Amen.

P: If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.

C: But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and

cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 1 John 1:8-9

Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.

Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have
sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by
what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart. We have
not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal
punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive
us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your
ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.

P: Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives
you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, |
therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the & Son and of the
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Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.
THE KYRIE p 152

In peace let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God, and for the
unity of all let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the
Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.
Amen.

QO TO TVOUOT



HYMN OF PRAISE — “This Is the Feast” p155

THE COLLECT OF THE DAY
P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.

P: Let us pray.

Almighty God, grant that we who have celebrated the Lord’s resurrection may
by Your grace confess in our life and conversation that Jesus is Lord and God; through
the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever.

C: Amen.
% THE WORD
THE FIRST READING — Acts 5:29-42, ESV Pew Bibles p1085
Peter has been arrested for proclaiming the good news of Jesus’ death and resurrection. In
this reading, his response to the charges of the high priest summarizes the church’s
proclamation of forgiveness of sins through repentance.

But Peter and the apostles answered, “We must obey God rather than men. The God of our
fathers raised Jesus, whom you killed by hanging him on a tree. God exalted him at his right
hand as Leader and Savior, to give repentance to Israel and forgiveness of sins. And we are
witnesses to these things, and so is the Holy Spirit, whom God has given to those who obey
him.”

When they heard this, they were enraged and wanted to kill them. But a Pharisee in the
council named Gamaliel, a teacher of the law held in honor by all the people, stood up and gave
orders to put the men outside for a little while. And he said to them, “Men of Israel, take care
what you are about to do with these men. For before these days Theudas rose up, claiming to
be somebody, and a number of men, about four hundred, joined him. He was killed, and all who
followed him were dispersed and came to nothing. After him Judas the Galilean rose up in the
days of the census and drew away some of the people after him. He too perished, and all who
followed him were scattered. So in the present case | tell you, keep away from these men and
let them alone, for if this plan or this undertaking is of man, it will fail; but if it is of God, you will
not be able to overthrow them. You might even be found opposing God!” So they took his
advice, and when they had called in the apostles, they beat them and charged them not to
speak in the name of Jesus, and let them go. Then they left the presence of the
council, rejoicing that they were counted worthy to suffer dishonor for the name. And every
day, in the temple and from house to house, they did not cease teaching and preaching that the
Christ is Jesus.

LECTOR: This is the Word of the Lord. C: Thanks be to God.
THE EPISTLE READING — 1 Peter 1:3-9, ESV Pew Bibles, p 1203

In the second reading, we pay close attention to St. Peter’s admonition to praise God always,
even during difficult times, as He leads us toward heaven.

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! According to his great mercy, he
has caused us to be born again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from
the dead, to an inheritance that is imperishable, undefiled, and unfading, kept in heaven for
you, who by God's power are being guarded through faith for a salvation ready to be revealed in
the last time. In this you rejoice, though now for a little while, if necessary, you have been
grieved by various trials, so that the tested genuineness of your faith—more precious than gold
that perishes though it is tested by fire—may be found to result in praise and glory and honor at
the revelation of Jesus Christ. Though you have not seen him, you love him.

Though you do not now see him, you believe in him and rejoice with joy that is inexpressible
and filled with glory, obtaining the outcome of your faith, the salvation of your souls.

L: This is the Word of the Lord. C: Thanks be to God.

THE ALLELUIA p156
J Alleluia, Lord to whom shall we go?
You have the words of eternal life. Alleluia, alleluia!

THE HOLY GOSPEL READING - John 20:19-31, ESV
P: This Holy Gospel according to St. John, the twentieth chapter.
C: Glory to You, O Lord.

On the evening of that day, the first day of the week, the doors being locked where the
disciples were for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said to them,
“Peace be with you.” When he had said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the
disciples were glad when they saw the Lord. Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As
the Father has sent me, even so | am sending you.” And when he had said this, he breathed on
them and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven
them; if you withhold forgiveness from any, it is withheld.”

Now Thomas, one of the twelve, called the Twin, was not with them when Jesus came. So
the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord.” But he said to them, “Unless | see in his
hands the mark of the nails, and place my finger into the mark of the nails, and place my hand
into his side, | will never believe.”

Eight days later, his disciples were inside again, and Thomas was with them. Although the
doors were locked, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” Then he
said to Thomas, “Put your finger here, and see my hands; and put out your hand, and place it in
my side. Do not disbelieve, but believe.” Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my God!” Jesus
said to him, “Have you believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not
seen and yet have believed.”

Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of the disciples, which are not written in this
book; but these are written so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and
that by believing you may have life in his name.

P: This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to You, O Christ.

Pew Bibles, p1077

THE NICENE CREED p159
THE SERMON HYMN -“O Sons and Daughters of the King” (vs.7-7) #470
THE MESSAGE

THE HYMN OF RESPONSE -“O Sons and Daughters of the King” (vs. 8-9) #470
THE SHARING OF THE PEACE AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

THE GATHERING OF OUR OFFERINGS- “Awake, My Heart, with Gladness” #467
THE PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH

THE LORD’S PRAYER (70:30)



