 THE RESPONSE =
THE HYMN OF RESPONSE -
“Offertory” p192-193
THE SHARING OF THE PEACE AND TIME OF FELLOWSHIP
THE GATHERING OF OUR OFFERINGS-
“O Christ, You Walked the Road” #424
THE PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH
THE LORD’S PRAYER (710:30)

THE CELEBRATION OF HOLY COMMUNION (8:00) (Please see next page to prepare.)

Preface and Sanctus p194
Lord’s Prayer p196
Words of Institution and Pax Domini p197
Agnus Dei p198

PREPARATION FOR THE CELEBRATION OF HOLY COMMUNION
Because Holy Communion is an expression of our oneness in faith, we request that each person
desiring to commune with us examine him/herself on the basis of these points of faith:

| believe that:
+ 1 am a sinner in need of God’s forgiveness.
+ Jesus Christ is my only Lord and Savior from sin, Satan and death.
+ Jesus Christ is really present in the Sacrament, and
+ The bread and wine | receive are also the true Body and Blood of Jesus Christ.
+ All my sins are forgiven through this Sacrament.
+ As God enables me, | pledge to thank, praise, serve and obey Him.

Those who hold in common these teachings are invited to join us at the Lord’s Supper. If you are
visiting us for the first time, or have questions or reservations about these points of faith, we invite you to
speak with the Pastor before the service.

The lighter colored wine is non-alcoholic for those with special needs. Gluten-free wafers are also
available on the small table as you approach the railing.

Hymns during Distribution — Please join in singing:

e “O Savior, Precious Savior” #527

e Special Music

e “ThyBody, Given for Me, O Savior” #619
Nunc Dimittis p199
Thanksgiving and Post-Communion Collect p200

THE BENEDICTION

THE CLOSING HYMN — “Jesus, Lead Thou On” #718

THE POSTLUDE

The First Sunday in Lent

February 22, 2026

WELCOME! Today’s Gospel reading tells of Jesus’s temptation in the desert. His forty-day fast
becomes the basis of our Lenten pilgrimage. In the early church, Lent was a time of intense
preparation for those to be baptized at the Easter Vigil. This catechetical focus on the meaning
of faith is at the heart of our Lenten journey to the baptismal waters of Easter.

b b b

THE PRESERVICE MUSIC AND PRELUDE
THE RINGING OF THE BELL AND PASTORAL GREETING
" THE PREPARATION
THE OPENING HYMN — “A Mighty Fortress is Our God” #657

THE INVOCATION, CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION (taken from D.S. lll—p 184)
P: In the name of the Father, and of the & Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.
P: Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God
our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us
forgiveness. Our help is in the name of the Lord,

Who made heaven and earth. Psalm 124:8
| said, | will confess my transgression unto the Lord,
And You forgave the iniquity of my sin. Psalm 32:5

O almighty God, merciful Father,

I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with which
I have ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal
punishment. But | am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and |
pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter
sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and
merciful to me, a poor, sinful being.

P: Upon this your confession, |, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant of
the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the
command of my Lord Jesus Christ | forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father
and of the = Son and of the Holy Spirit.

C: Amen.

THE KYRIE
In peace let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God, and for the
unity of all let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the
Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.

Amen.

QUOTQ

QU 3O DOVvOD



THE COLLECT OF THE DAY p 189
P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.

P: Let us pray.

O Lord God, You led Your ancient people through the wilderness and brought them
to the promised land. Guide the people of Your Church that following our Savior we may
walk through the wilderness of this world toward the glory of the world to come; through
Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever.

C: Amen.

 THE WORD %

THE OLD TESTAMENT READING — Genesis 3:1-21, ESV Pew Bibles, page 3

Human beings were formed with great care, to be in relationship with the Creator, creation,
and one another. In this reading, the serpent’s promise to the first couple that their eyes would
be opened led, ironically, to the discovery only that they were naked and exposed their fears.

Now the serpent was more crafty than any other beast of the field that the Lord God had
made. He said to the woman, “Did God actually say, “You shall not eat of any tree in the
garden’?” And the woman said to the serpent, “We may eat of the fruit of the trees in the garden,
but God said, ‘You shall not eat of the fruit of the tree that is in the midst of the garden, neither
shall you touch it, lest you die.”” But the serpent said to the woman, “You will not surely die. For
God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing
good and evil.” So when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was a
delight to the eyes, and that the tree was to be desired to make one wise, she took of its
fruit and ate, and she also gave some to her husband who was with her, and he ate. Then the
eyes of both were opened, and they knew that they were naked. And they sewed fig leaves
together and made themselves loincloths.

And they heard the sound of the Lord God walking in the garden in the cool of the day, and
the man and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the Lord God among the trees of the
garden. But the Lord God called to the man and said to him, “Where are you?” And he said, “I
heard the sound of you in the garden, and | was afraid, because | was naked, and | hid
myself.” He said, “Who told you that you were naked? Have you eaten of the tree of which |
commanded you not to eat?” The man said, “The woman whom you gave to be with me, she
gave me fruit of the tree, and | ate.” Then the Lord God said to the woman, “What is this that you
have done?” The woman said, “The serpent deceived me, and | ate.”

The Lord God said to the serpent, “Because you have done this, cursed are you above all
livestock and above all beasts of the field; on your belly you shall go, and dust you shall eat all
the days of your life. | will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring
and her offspring; he shall bruise your head, and you shall bruise his heel.”

To the woman he said, “I will surely multiply your pain in childbearing; in pain you shall bring
forth children. Your desire shall be contrary to your husband, but he shall rule over you.”

And to Adam he said, “Because you have listened to the voice of your wife and have eaten of
the tree of which | commanded you, ‘You shall not eat of it,’ cursed is the ground because of
you; in pain you shall eat of it all the days of your life; thorns and thistles it shall bring forth for
you; and you shall eat the plants of the field. By the sweat of your face you shall eat bread, till
you return to the ground, for out of it you were taken; for you are dust, and to dust you shall
return.”

The man called his wife's name Eve, because she was the mother of all living. And
the Lord God made for Adam and for his wife garments of skins and clothed them.

L: This is the Word of the Lord. C: Thanks be to God.

THE EPISTLE READING — Romans 5:12-19, ESV Pew Bibles, page 1120

Through Adam’s disobedience, humanity came under bondage to sin and death, from which
we cannot free ourselves. In Christ’s obedient death, God graciously showers on us the free gift
of liberation and life.

[St. Paul wrote:] Therefore, just as sin came into the world through one man, and death
through sin, and so death spread to all men because all sinned—for sin indeed was in the world
before the law was given, but sin is not counted where there is no law. Yet death reigned from
Adam to Moses, even over those whose sinning was not like the transgression of Adam, who
was a type of the one who was to come.

But the free gift is not like the trespass. For if many died through one man's trespass, much
more have the grace of God and the free gift by the grace of that one man Jesus Christ
abounded for many. And the free gift is not like the result of that one man's sin. For the
judgment following one trespass brought condemnation, but the free gift following many
trespasses brought justification. For if, because of one man's trespass, death reigned through
that one man, much more will those who receive the abundance of grace and the free gift of
righteousness reign in life through the one man Jesus Christ.

Therefore, as one trespass led to condemnation for all men, so one act of righteousness
leads to justification and life for all men. For as by the one man's disobedience the many were
made sinners, so by the one man's obedience the many will be made righteous.

L: This is the Word of the Lord. C: Thanks be to God.
THE GOSPEL PREPARATION FOR LENT
P: O come, let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of our faith,
C:  Who for the joy that was set before Him endured the cross, despising the shame
and is seated at the right hand of the throne of God.

THE HOLY GOSPEL READING — Matthew 4:1-11, ESV
P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the fourth chapter.
C: Glory to You, O Lord.

Then Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by the devil. And after
fasting forty days and forty nights, he was hungry. And the tempter came and said to him, “If you
are the Son of God, command these stones to become loaves of bread.” But he answered, “It is
written, “Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that comes from the mouth of
God.”

Then the devil took him to the holy city and set him on the pinnacle of the temple and said to
him, “If you are the Son of God, throw yourself down, for it is written, ““He will command his
angels concerning you,’ and “‘On their hands they will bear you up, lest you strike your foot
against a stone.” Jesus said to him, “Again it is written, “You shall not put the Lord your God to
the test.”

Again, the devil took him to a very high mountain and showed him all the kingdoms of the
world and their glory. And he said to him, “All these | will give you, if you will fall down and
worship me.” Then Jesus said to him, “Be gone, Satan! For it is written, ““You shall worship the
Lord your God and him only shall you serve.” Then the devil left him, and behold, angels came
and were ministering to him.

P: This is the Gospel of the Lord.

Pew Bibles, page 961

C: Praise to You, O Christ.
THE NICENE CREED p192

THE SERMON HYMN -
“In Adam We Have All Been One” vs. 1, 4-6 #569

THE SERMON



