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I. The Purpose and Philosophy of the Church

A. The cornerstone of the church is Jesus Christ! 

1. He started it!

2. He died for it! Ephesians 5:25

3. The church is important to Jesus Christ and should 
be equally as important to us! 
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D. The church is to complete the great commission. 

1. Win Souls

2. Baptize believers – into the church

3. Disciple people – teach them the Word of God
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E. The church in practice. 

1. The church is a family, not a business.

a. Look at the words used: Fellowship, house to house, all things 
common

b. Some business practices can be implemented in areas like 
finances. However, the church cannot be run like a business. It 
must always be run like a family.

c. The motive of a business is profit, where the motive of a church is 
to glorify God and edify the saints for the work of the ministry
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2. The church is to operate in unity.

a. Look at the Words used: One accord, singleness of heart, 
together

b. No schisms 

c. The church was to be characterized by peace and unity not 
division 

d. Division is a principle of Satan
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II. Reclaiming the Effectiveness of Church in our society.

A. We must emphasize the importance of the local church versus 
the universal church mentality.

B. We must seek to provide a living church that is full of the power 
of God

C. We must emphasize sound doctrine so that believers know what 
they believe and why.
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D. We must actively seek to reach our community and the world 
without compromising truth.

1. This means having proper motives

2. This means exploring relevant methods that don’t
compromise scripture 

a. There is room for different methods in different churches without 
compromising doctrine 

b. Changing methods to reach our culture does not necessarily 
mean we are compromising truth 



E. We must be distinctly different from the world .

-John 15:19 If ye were of the world, the world would love his 
own: but because ye are not of the world, but I have chosen 
you out of the world, therefore the world hateth you 




