The Power of the Altar: A Place of Sacrifice, Worship, and Divine Encounter

In our fast-paced world of instant gratification, it's easy to overlook the profound value of sacrifice and
true worship. Yet, there's a timeless truth echoing throughout the scriptures: the most precious gifts in
life often come at a great cost. This principle is stunningly illustrated in the concept of the altar, a sacred
space where our sacrifice meets the divine presence.

The Significance of Sacrifice

Let's begin with a compelling biblical story that demonstrates the value of sacrifice. King David,
described as a man after God’s own heart, was instructed to offer sacrifices at Araunah's threshing floor.
When Araunah offered to give him the land and oxen for free, David's reply was a lesson for all
generations: "l will not offer to God that which costs me nothing." This declaration reminds us that
genuine worship and repentance require more than empty words; they demand our time, comfort,
pride, and resources.

The altar represents not just a relic of ancient practices, but a spiritual meeting point where humanity
encounters the divine. Throughout scripture, people approached the altar with many needs:

— Repentance: The brazen altar was where sins were confessed and atoned for, echoing the call
for us to lay down burdens, failures, and regrets.

— Worship: The altar of incense symbolizes prayers and praise ascending as a sweet fragrance to
God. As Psalm 27:6 says, "l will offer in His tabernacle sacrifices of joy; | will sing praises to the
Lord."

— Divine Encounter: At the altar, heaven meets earth. Psalm 85:10 states, "Mercy and truth have
met together; righteousness and peace have kissed."

A Call to Transformative Encounter

The power of the altar extends beyond merely personal spiritual experiences. It can spark revival, heal
communities, and alter history. Think of Noah’s altar after the flood—a marker of new beginnings—or
Elijah’s altar on Mount Carmel—where God’s power was unmistakably displayed.

Yet, the ultimate altar isn't a physical location but was established at Calvary. Jesus Christ, the perfect
sacrifice, bridged the gap between God and humanity. As Mark 15:37-39 records, the temple veil tore
when He died, symbolizing a new era of direct access to God for all believers. This truth pushes us
towards Romans 12:1, urging us to be "living sacrifices," making every moment an altar for God's
presence.
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Embracing the Altar in Our Lives

The altar isn't just historical or symbolic for "sinners" or those in crisis; it's for every believer yearning for
God's presence. It's where:

— The burdened find rest

— The weak discover strength

— The lost receive direction

— The broken experience healing
— The discouraged gain hope

But what blessings might we miss by avoiding the altar? Could we be passing on healing, insight, or
breakthroughs? The altar is for everyone.

Steps Towards an Altered Life

Reflect on these questions and let them challenge you:

— What are we willing to sacrifice to draw closer to God?
— How can we cultivate worship as a lifestyle beyond Sunday services?
— Where in our lives should we build an altar for God's presence?

Here are some practical steps to embrace the spiritual discipline of the altar:

1. Make Time for Altar Moments: Create intentional places to meet God—whether in church,
nature, or a quiet corner of your home.

2. Approach with Expectancy: Believe God will meet you at the altar, fulfilling His promise, "Ask,
and it will be given" (Matthew 7:7).

3. Be Willing to Linger: Profound encounters often happen when we wait patiently in God’s

presence.

4. Support Others: Join others in prayer at the altar; your presence might be the encouragement
they need.

5. Live as a Walking Altar: Let your life testify to God’s power, inviting others to experience His
presence.

In a world that often feels chaotic, the altar draws us back to divine connection and the power of
sacrificial worship. As we embrace the altar’s significance, we echo the words of the Psalmist: "l will go
to the altar of God, to God my exceeding joy" (Psalm 43:4). By doing so, we open ourselves to God’s
transformative presence, becoming catalysts for revival in our own lives and around Chillicothe.

Join us at NCAC as we cultivate a lifestyle centered on the power of the altar. Let’s draw closer to God,
inspire each other, and witness His work in our lives. Share this message or attend our next service;
today is the day of renewal and hope at the altar.



