The Greatest Sales Pitch You'll Ever Hear: Recognizing the Enemy's Lies

Have you ever walked into a dealership knowing exactly what you wanted, only to find yourself
navigating through a maze of sales tactics and negotiations? There's something powerful about knowing
your worth and standing firm on what you actually need. But what happens when the salesman isn't
trying to sell you a car, but rather your very soul? That's where we find ourselves in life's spiritual
journey—a constant negotiation between truth and deception.

The Ancient Art of Deception

From the very beginning of human history, we've been presented with a sales pitch. It's not one that
offers life, peace, joy, or forgiveness, but one wrapped in the subtle packaging of doubt, lies, and false
promises. The enemy of our souls has been perfecting his craft since the Garden of Eden, and his tactics
remain remarkably consistent even today.

Consider the serpent's approach to Eve in Genesis 3:1: "Yea, hath God said, Ye shall not eat of every tree
of the garden?" Notice the strategy here. The enemy doesn't start with an outright denial of God's
command. Instead, he begins with a question designed to plant seeds of doubt, making God's specific
instruction sound vague and unreasonable. Yet, God was crystal clear in His command: one tree, one
command, one consequence—a precise directive that aimed to protect, not limit.

The Three-Step Strategy of Spiritual Destruction
First, He Makes You Doubt

The enemy's primary weapon is causing us to question the Word of God. "Did God really say that?"
becomes the gateway to spiritual compromise. Once we begin to doubt one scripture, all scripture
seems open to question, creating a wedge for the enemy.

In today's modern world, this tactic is amplified through countless voices on the internet, television, and
social media. Vague promises such as "Follow your heart," "Speak your truth," and "You do you" are
everywhere. These sound empowering but are designed to lead us away from the life-giving commands
of God.

The truth is found in getting into the Word of God yourself. Don't accept snippets taken out of context.
Dive deep into Scripture to understand what God actually says about how we should live.

Second, He Lies to You

Genesis 3:4 records the serpent's bold lie: "Ye shall not surely die." This is the progression from doubt to
outright deception. Once you've questioned God's Word, the enemy moves in with his lies:
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"Just this one time."
"No one will know."
"You deserve it."
"Time is running out."

"You don't have another choice."

These are whispers leading us to compromise. Jesus identified Satan clearly in John 8:44 as a liar from
the beginning. When you feel rushed to make a decision, recognize it as a potential lie from the father of
lies.

Third, He Attacks God's Character

The final stage of the enemy's sales pitch is found in Genesis 3:5: "For God doth know that in the day ye
eat thereof, then your eyes shall be opened, and ye shall be as gods, knowing good and evil." Here,
Satan suggests that God is holding something back, that He doesn’t have your best interests at heart.
This defamation breeds resentment, leading naturally to rebellion.

The benefit offered to Eve was tragically misleading. She would know good and evil, but without the
power to do good or refrain from evil. The moment they ate, they became slaves to the one who
promised them freedom.

The Devastating Consequence of Believing the Lie

Eve looked at the fruit, desired it, took it, ate it, and—critically—she shared it. When we choose to
believe a lie over the truth, we don't just harm ourselves; we become participants in spreading that
deception. This is a sobering reminder of how our personal decisions can impact those around us.

The Counter-Offer: Life More Abundantly

Romans 6:23 presents the stark contrast: "For the wages of sin is death; but the gift of God is eternal life
through Jesus Christ our Lord."

With all that God has to offer—peace beyond understanding, joy unspeakable, forgiveness, grace,
mercy, and eternal life—why would anyone choose to live without Him? Why do we keep buying what
the enemy is selling when God offers something infinitely better?
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Jesus showed us how to respond to the devil's sales pitch. When tempted in the wilderness, He
countered every lie with truth: "It is written." We must arm ourselves with the specific, powerful Word
of God.

Standing Firm on the Rock

David acknowledged in Psalm 51:5, "Behold, | was shapen in iniquity; and in sin did my mother conceive
me." While we are all affected by the sins of our past, we cannot change our past. We can, however,
change the course of our future, and it starts with a conscious decision today.

James 4:7 gives us the battle plan: "Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee
from you." Jesus declared in John 10:10-11, "The thief cometh not, but for to steal, and to kill, and to
destroy: | am come that they might have life, and that they might have it more abundantly."

The choice is clear. One salesman offers death disguised as freedom. The other offers life—abundant,
eternal, transformative life—purchased at the cost of His own blood.

The Invitation

Are you tired of the enemy's deception? Are you ready to stop buying into his lies? Acts 2:38 provides
the pathway: "Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of
sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost."

This is the truth that sets you free. You don't have to negotiate. The price has already been paid in full.
The only question remaining is: whose sales pitch are you going to believe?

Let's choose life. Let's choose truth. Let's choose Jesus. Join us here in Chillicothe as we stand firm
together, resisting the enemy and walking in the abundant life God offers. Let's pursue His promises and
share His truth with a world in desperate need.



