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The Gospel Unleashed 
Introduction 

Acts 18:1-8; 1 Corinthians 2:1-5 
 

ONE THING 
 
For the Church to have maximum impact, we must 
always be adjusting our Gospel methods without 
altering the Gospel message!  
 
Today I am beginning a new series that I have titled, “The 
Gospel Unleashed.” 
 
I am excited and believe this series to be a word of hope for 
the Church in America during these dark and confusing 
days… 
 
à ILLUSTRATION – Marathoners off course 
 

• On Sunday, September 26th the TBK Bank Quad 
Cities Marathon was run in Moline, Ill.  

• The event began with almost 4,000 runners 
• Two Kenyan runners, Elijah Mwangangi Saolo and 

Luke Kibet, took an early lead and never looked back 
• Nothing short of a miracle or disaster would keep the 

two from finishing 1st and 2nd place… 
• The race winner, however, was Tyler Pence from 

Springfield, Ill 
 

 
 

• What happened? 
• The two Kenyans were so far ahead that Tyler, who 

was running third place had lost sight of them miles 
earlier… 

• Instead of following the designated race course the 
two Kenyan runners followed a marathon volunteer 
who was riding a bike.   

• The volunteer mistakenly led the two runners off the 
route immediately disqualifying them both… 

• The race course was clearly marked, but the Kenyans 
failed to read the signs and instead followed the bike! 

 
In a similar fashion, the Church must always be watching 
the signs of God’s course laid out for us to follow rather 
than being sidetracked by well-meaning, but mistaken 
leaders and ideas… 
 
The Church is losing its battle in America against the rising 
tidal wave of secularism… 
 
 
à Secularization in America 
 
The term “secularization” may be unfamiliar with some 
people, so allow me to define it.  Secularization means to 
“separate something from religious or spiritual connection 
and make it worldly or unspiritual.” In other words, 
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secularization is the process of removing religious and 
moral influence from our society. 
 
 
à Quote regarding Josef Stalin 
 
Josef Stalin, the Russian dictator who was one of 
the most brutal dictators of all time, said if we (the 
Communist) can destroy America’s religion and 
morality, that is a key to undermining their culture 
and society.  Then America will crumble from 
within.  
 
The problem is NOT the MESSAGE of the Gospel 
 
Nor is the problem the POWER of the Gospel 
 
I believe the problem to be our REPRESENTATION of the 
Gospel… 
 
… And our METHODS for presenting the Gospel… 
 
ONE THING 
 
For the Church to have MAXIMUM impact, we must 
always be ADJUSTING our Gospel METHODS 
without ALTERING the Gospel MESSAGE!  
 
 
BACKGROUND: 
 
 
1. The ASSESSMENT – The Gospel 
EMBATTLED 

 
We are living in a time never faced before by the Church in 
America… 
 
Faced by the Church in other parts of the world is the 
widespread negativity against the Church… 
 
What has happened? 
 
In an article recently written by Aaron Renn, he laid out 
some of this idea…  
 
I have taken it and shifted and added to it… 
 
à Pic – View 1 
 

 
 
à Pic – Timeframe 1 
 

 
 
The 1950’s were the high water mark for American 
Christianity… 
 
“A million more in ’54!” 
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But things began to quickly erode in the 60’s… 
 
à 1963 – Prayer removed from public schools 

• A devout atheist, radical socialist, and later 
outspoken Communist… 

• Madalyn Murray O’Hair despised the idea that her 
son, William, had to attend public school prayer 

• She filed a lawsuit which worked its way up to the 
Supreme Court… 

• On June 17, 1963, the Supreme Court ruled 8-1 
claiming that Bible reading and prayer in school was 
unconstitutional 

 
à 60’s Sexual Revolution 

• During the 1960’s the younger generation began to 
revolt against the Biblical idea of abstinence before 
or outside marriage 

• This rise against Biblical sexuality gave rise to two 
significant shifts… 

 
à No-fault Divorce 

• In 1970, then Governor of California, Ronald Reagan, 
signed a bill legalizing “no-fault” divorce. 

• Other states began to quickly follow 
 
à Row v Wade 

• On January 22, 1973, the Supreme Court decided, in 
a landmark case that banning abortions was 
unconstitutional… 

• The court held that a woman’s right to an abortion 
was implicit in the right to privacy according to the 
14th Amendment to the Constitution. 

 
à The Urbanization of America 

• Since the Industrial Revolution began in the late 19th 
Century, there has been a growing movement toward 
urban areas… 

 
à Pic – Urbanization 
 

 
 
1960 – 68%  1980 – 74%  2020 – 84% 
 
During these times of ever-increasing secularization, the 
view toward the evangelical church was still somewhat 
positive… 
 
à There was the rise of the “Mega” Church movement 
 
à Seeker Sensitive churches began to spring up 

• Saddleback and Willow Creek 
 
Slowly, however, America’s view toward evangelical 
Christians shifted… 
 
à Pic – View 2 
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à Pic – Timeframe 2 
 

 
 
One tipping point that led to this shift from RESPECTED to 
NEGLECTED occurred in 1992 
 
à Election of Bill Clinton 
 
In 1992 the Democratic Party saw little hope of defeating 
sitting President and War Hero George Bush. 
 
As a result, several of their “big hitters” opted out of 
running for the Democratic nomination… 
 
However, a young, ambitious Governor from Arkansas, 
named Bill Clinton announced he was running for 
President. 
 
Most gave him little to no chance of winning the 
Democratic nomination, much less the Presidency… 
 
His winsome personality and charm began making inroads 
during the run for the Democratic nomination. 

 
After winning the nomination, Clinton selected the young 
Senator from Tennessee, Al Gore as his Vice-presidential 
running mate. 
 
Clinton appeared on The Arsenio Hall show and played the 
saxophone.  He soon became a favorite among the younger 
generation. 
 
Surprisingly on election night Bill Clinton shocked most 
people by being elected the 42nd President of the United 
States. 
 
à 911 
 
On September 11, 2001, an event occurred that forever 
changed America… 
 
à Pic of Twin Towers 
 

 
 
On the morning of Tuesday, September 11, 2001, four 
passenger airplanes were hijacked by terrorists.  One was 
flown into the Pentagon, one was crashed in a field, and 
two were flown into the World Trade Center’s Twin 
Towers… 
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For a brief moment, our nation turned back to God.  People 
were praying and crying out for prayer. Sadly, however, it 
only lasted briefly… 
 
à 2007 – Introduction of the iPhone 
 
On June 29, 2007, Apple computing released a product that 
forever changed the world… 
 
à Pic of iPhone 
 

 
 
Without a keyboard or mouse, Apple combined the iPod, 
phone, and internet to create an brand new technology that 
would change the world… 
 
à Explosive Rise in Social Media 
 
In 2004 a new idea hit the market that would begin a global 
revolution.  The company was called MySpace.  Following 
shortly after them was YouTube. 
 
With the invention of iPhone and it’s uses of apps, social 
media moved from the computer screen to the phone.  
Suddenly availability was accessible to everyone 
everywhere… 
 

à Pic 1 of Social Media 
 

 
 
à Pic 2 of Social Media 
 

 
 
Slowly, but steadily our nation continued to drift more and 
more into the secular mindset… 
 
As a result, the views toward the evangelical church made 
another shift… 
 
The Evangelical Church started becoming equated with 
misogynistic, homophobic, and antiquated ideals no longer 
accepted in American mainstream…  
 
à Pic – View 3 
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à Pic – Timeframe 3 
 

 
 
 
à Same Sex Marriage 
 
On Friday, June 26, 2015, The Supreme Court ruled in favor 
of legalizing same-sex marriage. To commemorate this 
ruling, then President, Barak Obama had the White House 
lit up in “Rainbow” coloring… 
 

 
 
 
 
For the Church to have maximum impact, we must 
always be adjusting our Gospel methods without 
altering the Gospel message!  
 
 
1. The ASSESSMENT – The Gospel EMBATTLED 
 
2. The ADJUSTMENT – The Gospel 
EMPOWERED 
 
For the Church to have maximum impact, we must 
always be adjusting our Gospel methods without 
altering the Gospel message!  
 
 
à Pic – Response 1 
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The Church joined together to combat the growing tide of 
secularism in America… 
 
Groups like the Moral Majority under Jerry Falwell rose to 
boldly speak out against the moral decay in our nation… 
 
à Pic – Style 1 
 

 
 
In this I’m not referring to the arrival of the Holy Spirit and 
tongues of fire, but rather Peter’s Gospel response to the 
accusations against the new Church… 
 
Acts 2:12–13 (ESV) — And all were amazed and perplexed, 
saying to one another, “What does this mean?” But others 
mocking said, “They are filled with new wine.”  
 
Peter steps forward and responds… 
 
Acts 2:15–16 (ESV) — For these people are not drunk, as 
you suppose, since it is only the third hour of the day. But 
this is what was uttered through the prophet Joel  
 
 

 
Peter’s message was deeply Biblical because the crowd 
were Jews, very familiar with the Scriptures 
 
 
à Pic – Response 2 
 

 
 
à Pic – Style 2 
 

 
In Acts 17 Paul went to Athens… 
 
Athens was the intellectual hub of that entire part of the 
world… 
 
Famous philosophers such as Plato and Socrates were 
from Athens… 
 
So Paul met them where they were and ENGAGED them 
through using the oratory skills of the intellectuals that the 
people of Athens were accustomed to … 
 
He went to their pluralistic temples and saw a statue to 
“THE UNKNOWN GOD” 
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From there he presented the Gospel with great oratory 
skill… 
 
He quoted their philosophers and attempted to connect 
with them intellectually in order to lead them to Jesus… 
 
The results… 
 
Acts 17:32–33 (ESV) — Now when they heard of the 
resurrection of the dead, some mocked. But others said, 
“We will hear you again about this.” So Paul went out from 
their midst.  
 
Following this comes Acts 18… 
 
Acts 18:1 (ESV) — After this Paul left Athens and went to 
Corinth.  
 
 
à Pic – Response 3 
 

 
 
à Pic – Style 2 
 

 
 

On his journey from Athens to Corinth, Paul made some 
very important ADJUSTMENTS… 
 
à He changed his METHOD 
 
1 Corinthians 2:1 (ESV) — And I, when I came to you, 
brothers, did not come proclaiming to you the testimony of 
God with lofty speech or wisdom.  
 
à He focused his MESSAGE 
 
1 Corinthians 2:2 (ESV) — 2 For I decided to know nothing 
among you except Jesus Christ and him crucified.  
 
à He released God’s POWER! 
 
1 Corinthians 2:3–5 (ESV) — 3 And I was with you in 
weakness and in fear and much trembling, 4 and my 
speech and my message were not in plausible words of 
wisdom, but in demonstration of the Spirit and of power, 5 
so that your faith might not rest in the wisdom of men but 
in the power of God.  
 
What were the results… 
 
3. The ADVANCEMENT – The Gospel 
EMBOLDENED 
 
Acts 18:8–11 (ESV) — Crispus, the ruler of the synagogue, 
believed in the Lord, together with his entire household. 
And many of the Corinthians hearing Paul believed and 
were baptized. And the Lord said to Paul one night in a 
vision, “Do not be afraid, but go on speaking and do not be 
silent, for I am with you, and no one will attack you to harm 
you, for I have many in this city who are my people.” And 
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he stayed a year and six months, teaching the word of God 
among them.  
 
 
à The Rising population of “nones” 
 
In 1957 only 3 percent of Americans said they had no 
religious affiliation; in 2014 that number was 21 percent; in 
2019 the number was 26 percent. Today there are more 
nones in the United States than Roman Catholics, and 
approximately the same number of nones as evangelicals.  
 
 
Acts 4:29–31 (ESV) — And now, Lord, look upon their 
threats and grant to your servants to continue to speak 
your word with all boldness, while you stretch out your 
hand to heal, and signs and wonders are performed 
through the name of your holy servant Jesus.” And when 
they had prayed, the place in which they were gathered 
together was shaken, and they were all filled with the Holy 
Spirit and continued to speak the word of God with 
boldness.  
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The Gospel Unleashed 
Introduction 

Acts 18:1-8; 1 Corinthians 2:1-5 
 
For the Church to have         impact, we must always  
be     our Gospel     without  
    the Gospel    !  
 
 
1. The          – The Gospel     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2. The          – The Gospel     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3. The          – The Gospel     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 


