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The Eyes of Your Heart
Ephesians 1:15-23

Ephesians 1:15-23 (ESV)

15 For this reason, because | have heard of your faith in the
Lord Jesus and your love toward all the saints, '°I do not
cease to give thanks for you, remembering you in my
prayers, 7 that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father
of glory, may give you the Spirit of wisdom and of
revelation in the knowledge of him, '® having the eyes of
your hearts enlightened, that you may know what is the
hope to which he has called you, what are the riches of his
glorious inheritance in the saints, '° and what is the
immeasurable greatness of his power toward us who
believe, according to the working of his great might ?° that
he worked in Christ when he raised him from the dead
and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly

places, ?' far above all rule and authority and power and
dominion, and above every name that is named, not only
in this age but also in the one to come. ?2 And he put all
things under his feet and gave him as head over all things
to the church, 2 which is his body, the fullness of him who
fills all in all.

2 Corinthians 1:23-24 (NLT)

23 Now I call upon God as my witness that | am telling the
truth. The reason I didn’t return to Corinth was to spare you
from a severe rebuke. ?* But that does not mean we want to
dominate you by telling you how to put your faith into
practice. We want to work together with you so you will be
full of joy, for it is by your own faith that you stand firm.

Ephesians 1:15 (ESV)
15 For this reason, because | have heard of your faith in the
Lord Jesus and your love toward all the saints...

lllumination- the simple idea that God opens our eyes
to know him and his truth.

1 - To Know God Better

Ephesians 1:17 (ESV)

17 ...that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of
glory, may give you the Spirit of wisdom and of revelation
in the knowledge of him...

“What is the greatest need in the church today? The one
thing we need in Western Christendom is a deeper
knowledge of God. We need to know God better.”

D.A. Carson

“Those who know God have four characteristics: great
energy for God, great thoughts on God, great boldness for
God, and great contentment in God.” J.I. Packer

2 - To Know God’s Power Better

2 Corinthians 4:7-10 (NLT)

7 We now have this light shining in our hearts, but we
ourselves are like fragile clay jars containing this great
treasure. This makes it clear that our great power is from
God, not from ourselves. & We are pressed on every side by
troubles, but we are not crushed. We are perplexed, but not
driven to despair. ° We are hunted down, but never
abandoned by God. We get knocked down, but we are not
destroyed. ° Through suffering, our bodies continue to
share in the death of Jesus so that the life of Jesus may
also be seen in our bodies.
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Ephesians 1:19-23 (ESV)

19 _..and what is the immeasurable greatness of his power
toward us who believe, according to the working of his
great might ?° that he worked in Christ when he raised him
from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the
heavenly places, ' far above all rule and authority and
power and dominion, and above every name that is named,
not only in this age but also in the one to come. ?2 And he
put all things under his feet and gave him as head over all
things to the church, 22 which is his body, the fullness of
him who fills all in all.

Revelation 1:12-18 (ESV)

2 Then I turned to see the voice that was speaking to me,
and on turning | saw seven golden lampstands, '3 and in the
midst of the lampstands one like a son of man, clothed with
a long robe and with a golden sash around his chest. * The
hairs of his head were white, like white wool, like snow. His
eyes were like a flame of fire, '° his feet were like burnished
bronze, refined in a furnace, and his voice was like the roar
of many waters. '° In his right hand he held seven

stars, from his mouth came a sharp two-edged sword,

and his face was like the sun shining in full strength.

7 When | saw him, | fell at his feet as though dead. But he
laid his right hand on me, saying, “Fear not, | am the first
and the last, ' and the living one. I died, and behold | am
alive forevermore, and | have the keys of Death and Hades.”

3 - To Know the Danger of the Alternative

Hebrews 3:12-13 (NLT)

2 Be careful then, dear brothers and sisters. Make sure that
your own hearts are not evil and unbelieving, turning you
away from the living God. " You must warn each other

every day, while it is still “today,” so that none of you will
be deceived by sin and hardened against God.



