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What Righteousness Does
1 Peter 3:8-17
1 Peter 3:8-17 (NLT)
8
Finally, all of you should be of one mind. Sympathize with
each other. Love each other as brothers and sisters. Be
tenderhearted, and keep a humble attitude. 9 Don’t repay
evil for evil. Don’t retaliate with insults when people insult
you. Instead, pay them back with a blessing. That is what
God has called you to do, and he will grant you his
blessing. 10 For the Scriptures say, “If you want to enjoy
life and see many happy days, keep your tongue from
speaking evil and your lips from telling lies. 11 Turn away
from evil and do good. Search for peace, and work to
maintain it. 12 The eyes of the LORD watch over those who
do right, and his ears are open to their prayers. But
the LORD turns his face against those who do evil.”
13
Now who is there to harm you if you are zealous for what
is good? 14 But even if you should suffer for righteousness'
sake, you will be blessed. Have no fear of them, nor be
troubled, 15 but in your hearts honor Christ the Lord as
holy, always being prepared to make a defense to anyone
who asks you for a reason for the hope that is in you; yet
do it with gentleness and respect, 16 having a good
conscience, so that, when you are slandered, those who
revile your good behavior in Christ may be put to
shame. 17 For it is better to suffer for doing good, if that
should be God's will, than for doing evil.

1 Peter 3:8-9 (NLT)
8 Finally, all of you should be of one mind. Sympathize with
each other. Love each other as brothers and sisters. Be
tenderhearted, and keep a humble attitude. 9 Don’t repay

evil for evil. Don’t retaliate with insults when people insult
you. Instead, pay them back with a blessing. That is what
God has called you to do, and he will grant you his
blessing.

1 Peter 3:10-12 (NLT)
10 For the Scriptures say, “If you want to enjoy life and see
many happy days, keep your tongue from speaking evil and
your lips from telling lies. 11 Turn away from evil and do
good. Search for peace, and work to maintain it. 12 The
eyes of the Lord watch over those who do right, and his
ears are open to their prayers. But the Lord turns his face
against those who do evil.”

Romans 5:6-8 (NLT)
6 When we were utterly helpless, Christ came at just the
right time and died for us sinners. 7 Now, most people
would not be willing to die for an upright person, though
someone might perhaps be willing to die for a person who
is especially good. 8 But God showed his great love for us
by sending Christ to die for us while we were still sinners.

1. Righteousness makes us UNCOMMON
1 Corinthians 1:18-19 (ESV)
18 For the word of the cross is folly to those who are
perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of
God. 19 For it is written “I will destroy the wisdom of the
wise, and the discernment of the discerning I will thwart.”
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2. Righteousness brings OPPOSITION
1 Peter 3:13-14 (NLT)
13 Now, who will want to harm you if you are eager to do
good? 14 But even if you suffer for doing what is right, God
will reward you for it. So don’t worry or be afraid of their
threats.
Luke 2:33-35 (NLT)
33 Jesus’ parents were amazed at what was being said
about him. 34 Then Simeon blessed them, and he said to
Mary, the baby’s mother, “This child is destined to cause
many in Israel to fall, and many others to rise. He has been
sent as a sign from God, but many will oppose him. 35 As a
result, the deepest thoughts of many hearts will be
revealed. And a sword will pierce your very soul.”
3. Righteousness births DEVOTION
1 Peter 3:14-15 (NLT)
14 But even if you suffer for doing what is right, God will
reward you for it. So don’t worry or be afraid of their
threats. 15 Instead, you must worship Christ as Lord of
your life.
4. Righteousness requires EXPLANATION
1 Peter 3:15-17 (NLT)
15 Instead, you must worship Christ as Lord of your life.
And if someone asks about your hope as a believer, always
be ready to explain it. 16 But do this in a gentle and
respectful way. Keep your conscience clear. Then if people
speak against you, they will be ashamed when they see

what a good life you live because you belong to Christ. 17
Remember, it is better to suffer for doing good, if that is
what God wants, than to suffer for doing wrong!
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