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Count It All Joy: A Servant’s Trials 

James 1:1-4 

 

James 1:1-4 (ESV) 
1 James, a servant of God and of the Lord Jesus Christ, To 
the twelve tribes in the Dispersion: Greetings. 2 Count it all 
joy, my brothers, when you meet trials of various kinds, 3 
for you know that the testing of your faith produces 
steadfastness. 4 And let steadfastness have its full effect, 
that you may be perfect and complete, lacking in nothing. 

 

James 1:18 (ESV) 
Of his own will he brought us forth by the word of truth, 
that we should be a kind of firstfruits of his creatures. 

 

James 2:5 (ESV) 
Listen, my beloved brothers, has not God chosen those 
who are poor in the world to be rich in faith and heirs of the 
kingdom, which he has promised to those who love him? 

 
Jeremiah 29:4-10 (ESV) 
4 Thus says the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel, to all the 
exiles whom I have sent into exile from Jerusalem to 
Babylon: 5 Build houses and live in them; plant gardens 
and eat their produce. 6 Take wives and have sons and 
daughters; take wives for your sons, and give your 
daughters in marriage, that they may bear sons and 
daughters; multiply there, and do not decrease. 7 But seek 
the welfare of the city where I have sent you into exile, and 
pray to the Lord on its behalf, for in its welfare you will find 
your welfare. 8 For thus says the Lord of hosts, the God of 

Israel: Do not let your prophets and your diviners who are 
among you deceive you, and do not listen to the dreams 
that they dream, 9 for it is a lie that they are prophesying to 
you in my name; I did not send them, declares the Lord. 10 
For thus says the Lord: When seventy years are completed 
for Babylon, I will visit you, and I will fulfill to you my 
promise and bring you back to this place. 

 

James 1:2 (ESV) 
Count it all joy, my brothers, when you meet trials of 
various kinds… 

 

Earth has no words that can convey the holy calm of a soul 
leaning on Jesus.  
  - Charles Spurgeon 

 

James 1:3-4 (ESV)  
3 for you know that the testing of your faith produces 
steadfastness. 4 And let steadfastness have its full effect, 
that you may be perfect and complete, lacking in nothing. 

 

This is the most dangerous trial of all, when there is no trial 
and every thing goes well; for then a man is tempted to 
forget God, to become too bold and to misuse times of 
prosperity. 
- Martin Luther 

 


