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Returning to the Authentic Gospel 
Restoring Our Faith – Our Glorious Gospel 

2 Corinthians 3:7-18 
 
 
 
In our passage this morning Paul uses the word, “GLORY” 
thirteen times! 
 
The Greek word for “glory” is… 
 
δόξα  
doxa “glory” “The quality of splendid, remarkable 
appearance—‘glory, splendor.’” 
 
In Hebrew the word is… 
 

דֹובָּכ  
kabod “glory” 
 
The GLORY OF GOD referred to in our passage is 
regarding… 
 
“God’ manifest presence” 
 
God’s desire is to be with His people… 
 
To understand this passage we must see it in the light of 
the backdrop Paul is referencing… 
 
Exodus 32-34 
 
The people had made a covenant with God to obey Him… 

 
Exodus 24:3 (ESV) — Moses came and told the people all 
the words of the LORD and all the rules. And all the people 
answered with one voice and said, “All the words that the 
LORD has spoken we will do.”  
 
Exodus 24:6–8 (ESV) — And Moses took half of the blood 
and put it in basins, and half of the blood he threw against 
the altar. Then he took the Book of the Covenant and read it 
in the hearing of the people. And they said, “All that the 
LORD has spoken we will do, and we will be obedient.” And 
Moses took the blood and threw it on the people and said, 
“Behold the blood of the covenant that the LORD has made 
with you in accordance with all these words.”  
 
But quickly they rebelled and broke their covenant with 
God… 
 
Exodus 32 – The Golden Calf 
 
Exodus 32:1 (ESV) — When the people saw that Moses 
delayed to come down from the mountain, the people 
gathered themselves together to Aaron and said to him, 
“Up, make us gods who shall go before us. As for this 
Moses, the man who brought us up out of the land of Egypt, 
we do not know what has become of him.”  
 
Moses comes down and sees all the wickedness… 
 
Exodus 32:26–28 (ESV) — Then Moses stood in the gate of 
the camp and said, “Who is on the LORD’s side? Come to 
me.” And all the sons of Levi gathered around him. And he 
said to them, “Thus says the LORD God of Israel, ‘Put your 
sword on your side each of you, and go to and fro from 
gate to gate throughout the camp, and each of you kill his 
brother and his companion and his neighbor.’ ” And the 
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sons of Levi did according to the word of Moses. And that 
day about three thousand men of the people fell.  
 
The Lord told Moses to depart and take the people to the 
land.   
 
He said He would send an angel to guide them… 
 
Exodus 33:3 (ESV) — Go up to a land flowing with milk and 
honey; but I will not go up among you, lest I consume you 
on the way, for you are a stiff-necked people.  
 
Moses intercedes for the people… 
 
Then Moses says to God… 
 
Exodus 33:18–23 (ESV) — Moses said, “Please show me 
your glory.” And he said, “I will make all my goodness pass 
before you and will proclaim before you my name ‘The 
LORD.’ And I will be gracious to whom I will be gracious, 
and will show mercy on whom I will show mercy. But,” he 
said, “you cannot see my face, for man shall not see me 
and live.” And the LORD said, “Behold, there is a place by 
me where you shall stand on the rock, and while my glory 
passes by I will put you in a cleft of the rock, and I will 
cover you with my hand until I have passed by. Then I will 
take away my hand, and you shall see my back, but my face 
shall not be seen.”  
 
Moses’ face shining… 
 
Exodus 34:29–35 (ESV) — When Moses came down from 
Mount Sinai, with the two tablets of the testimony in his 
hand as he came down from the mountain, Moses did not 
know that the skin of his face shone because he had been 
talking with God. Aaron and all the people of Israel saw 
Moses, and behold, the skin of his face shone, and they 

were afraid to come near him. But Moses called to them, 
and Aaron and all the leaders of the congregation returned 
to him, and Moses talked with them. Afterward all the 
people of Israel came near, and he commanded them all 
that the LORD had spoken with him in Mount Sinai. And 
when Moses had finished speaking with them, he put a veil 
over his face. Whenever Moses went in before the LORD to 
speak with him, he would remove the veil, until he came 
out. And when he came out and told the people of Israel 
what he was commanded, the people of Israel would see 
the face of Moses, that the skin of Moses’ face was shining. 
And Moses would put the veil over his face again, until he 
went in to speak with him.  
 
: 
 
 
1. The SUPERIORITY of the Gospel  
 
2 Corinthians 3:7–11 (ESV) — Now if the ministry of death, 
carved in letters on stone, came with such glory that the 
Israelites could not gaze at Moses’ face because of its 
glory, which was being brought to an end, will not the 
ministry of the Spirit have even more glory? For if there 
was glory in the ministry of condemnation, the ministry of 
righteousness must far exceed it in glory. Indeed, in this 
case, what once had glory has come to have no glory at all, 
because of the glory that surpasses it. For if what was 
being brought to an end came with glory, much more will 
what is permanent have glory.  
 
 
à Pic 1 
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à Pic 2 
 

 
 
Ezekiel 11:19–20 (ESV) — And I will give them one heart, 
and a new spirit I will put within them. I will remove the 
heart of stone from their flesh and give them a heart of 
flesh, that they may walk in my statutes and keep my rules 
and obey them. And they shall be my people, and I will be 
their God.  
 
 
à Pic 3 
 

 
 

The Law exposes our sin… 
 
Romans 7:10–11 (ESV) — The very commandment that 
promised life proved to be death to me. For sin, seizing an 
opportunity through the commandment, deceived me and 
through it killed me.  
 
 
Romans 6:23 (ESV) — For the wages of sin is death, but the 
free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.  
 
 
à Pic 4 
 

 
 
Romans 8:1–2 (ESV) — There is therefore now no 
condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. For the 
law of the Spirit of life has set you free in Christ Jesus from 
the law of sin and death.  
 
 
 
à Pic 5 
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1. The SUPERIORITY of the Gospel  
 
2. The CLARITY of the Gospel  
 
2 Corinthians 3:12–16 (ESV) — Since we have such a hope, 
we are very bold, not like Moses, who would put a veil over 
his face so that the Israelites might not gaze at the outcome 
of what was being brought to an end. But their minds were 
hardened. For to this day, when they read the old covenant, 
that same veil remains unlifted, because only through 
Christ is it taken away. Yes, to this day whenever Moses is 
read a veil lies over their hearts. But when one turns to the 
Lord, the veil is removed.  
 
 
Ephesians 4:17–18 (ESV) — Now this I say and testify in the 
Lord, that you must no longer walk as the Gentiles do, in 
the futility of their minds. They are darkened in their 
understanding, alienated from the life of God because of 
the ignorance that is in them, due to their hardness of 
heart.  
 
But to us who have given our lives to Jesus, the veil has 
been removed! 
 
John 8:32 (ESV) — And you will know the truth, and the 
truth will set you free.  

1 John 2:20 (ESV) — 20 But you have been anointed by the 
Holy One, and you all have knowledge.  
 
 
1 John 2:27 (ESV) — 27 But the anointing that you received 
from him abides in you, and you have no need that anyone 
should teach you. But as his anointing teaches you about 
everything, and is true, and is no lie—just as it has taught 
you, abide in him.  
 
 
1. The SUPERIORITY of the Gospel  
 
2. The CLARITY of the Gospel  
 
3. The VICTORY of the Gospel  
 
2 Corinthians 3:17–18 (ESV) — Now the Lord is the Spirit, 
and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is freedom. And 
we all, with unveiled face, beholding the glory of the Lord, 
are being transformed into the same image from one 
degree of glory to another. For this comes from the Lord 
who is the Spirit.  
 
First, the VICTORY of the Gospel give us FREEDOM! 
 
John 8:36 (ESV) — So if the Son sets you free, you will be 
free indeed.  
 
Galatians 5:1 (ESV) — For freedom Christ has set us free; 
stand firm therefore, and do not submit again to a yoke of 
slavery.  
Second, the VICTORY of the Gospel brings 
TRANSFORMATION!  
 
Μεταμορφόομαι - Metamorphomai 
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It means, to change the essential form or nature of 
something 
 
This is the word used for Jesus’ transfiguration… 
 
Our transformation is progressive! 
 
We have all been transformed into new creations in 
our conversion… 
 
We are being transformed into Christlikeness in our 
daily sanctification… 
 
Romans 12:2 (ESV) — Do not be conformed to this world, 
but be transformed by the renewal of your mind, that by 
testing you may discern what is the will of God, what is 
good and acceptable and perfect.  
 
Philippians 1:6 (ESV) — And I am sure of this, that he who 
began a good work in you will bring it to completion at the 
day of Jesus Christ.  
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