
Lesson 3 - Recognizing & Resisting Satan's Demonic Schemes 

 

In Lesson 3, we go deep into the reality of spiritual warfare, helping us 
recognize that we are not merely believers waiting for heaven, but active 
ambassadors of God's kingdom right now. Drawing from 2 Corinthians 5:18-
19, we're reminded that God has given us the ministry of reconciliation, 
making us His representatives in a world that desperately needs His truth. The 
message challenges us to understand that we are the salt and light of the 
world, bringing flavor and illumination to every workplace, home, and 
relationship we enter. Through examining five key demonic schemes—
deception from truth, diminished eOectiveness, diOused spiritual fervor, 
division among believers, and diverted worship—we gain practical insight into 
how the enemy operates. The Reformation Day example of Martin Luther 
reminds us that the battle for truth is real and ongoing. What makes this 
teaching particularly powerful is its practical application: we learn that Satan 
will yoke us with unbelievers, partner us with unrighteousness, and attempt to 
extinguish our spiritual fire. Yet we're not left defenseless. By submitting to 
godly authority, serving in local fellowship, pursuing spiritual maturity, and 
suiting up daily with God's armor, we can eOectively resist these schemes. 
This isn't about fear—it's about awareness and empowerment, recognizing 
that understanding the spirit world is essential to the gospel itself. 

 

Key Points: 

 

•Christians are God's ambassadors, called to be salt and light in the world, 
not just waiting for heaven 

•Spiritual warfare and understanding demonic activity is essential to the 
gospel, not optional 



•Satan attempts to deceive believers from truth through false teaching and 
tickling ears 

•The enemy works to diminish eOectiveness by yoking believers with 
unbelievers and partnering them with unrighteousness 

•Satan seeks to diOuse spiritual fervor and put out the fire of believers' 
passion for God 

•The enemy breeds division among believers because unity is powerful in 
advancing God's kingdom 

•Satan attempts to divert worship from God by placing other fears and 
priorities above Him 

•Believers must submit to godly authority and be equipped by church 
leadership 

•Serving in local fellowship is biblical and necessary for spiritual protection 
and growth 

•Spiritual maturity protects against being tossed by every wind of doctrine 

•Daily putting on the armor of God is essential to stand against demonic 
schemes 

 

Scripture Reference: 

 

2 Corinthians 5:18-19 (Christians as ambassadors for Christ) 

Matthew 5:13-16 (Salt and light) 

2 Corinthians 2:10-11 (Satan's schemes) 

2 Corinthians 11:3-4 (Deception from truth) 

1 Thessalonians 5:19 (Do not quench the Spirit) 

1 Corinthians 1:10 (Unity among believers) 



Matthew 4:8-10 (Worship God alone) 

Deuteronomy 6:13 (Fear and serve the Lord) 

Matthew 6:31-33 (Seek first the kingdom) 

Ephesians 4:11-14 (Equipping the saints for maturity) 

Ephesians 6:10-11 (Armor of God) 

John 17:15-17 (In the world but not of it) 

 

Discussion Questions: 

 

In what areas of your life might Satan be attempting to deceive you from truth, 
and how can daily engagement with Scripture protect you from these 
deceptions? 

 

How does the concept of being 'salt and light' challenge the common view 
that Christianity is primarily about securing a place in heaven rather than 
actively representing God's kingdom on earth? 

 

What partnerships or relationships in your life might be diminishing your 
spiritual eOectiveness, and how can you discern whether these connections 
are yoking you with unbelievers in unhealthy ways? 

 

When you examine how you spend your time, invest your money, and focus 
your energy, what does it reveal about what you truly fear or worship most? 

 

How can recognizing that spiritual warfare is essential to the gospel—not a 
side issue—change the way you approach evangelism and ministry? 



 

In what ways might you be living in 'prolonged spiritual infancy,' and what 
practical steps can you take this week to pursue spiritual maturity? 

 

How does the enemy use unforgiveness and bitterness as a secondary tactic 
when his initial schemes are thwarted, and where might this be happening in 
your relationships? 

 

What does it mean practically to ask God to protect you from the evil one 
while working among people who may oppose your faith, rather than simply 
avoiding all contact with unbelievers? 

 

How can submitting yourself under godly authority and serving in a local 
fellowship act as a defense against Satan's schemes to isolate and deceive 
believers? 

 

Reflecting on Martin Luther's statement that he was 'born to fight devils and 
factions,' how does understanding the reality of spiritual warfare empower you 
to speak truth even when it's unpopular? 

 


