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Living Right Side Up in Our Upside Down World 

Acts 1 
 

 
Acts 1:3-5 (ESV) — He presented himself alive to them after 
his suffering by many proofs, appearing to them during 
forty days and speaking about the kingdom of God. 4 And 
while staying with them he ordered them not to depart from 
Jerusalem, but to wait for the promise of the Father, which, 
he said, “you heard from me; 5 for John baptized with 
water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit not 
many days from now.”  
 
 
 

Acts 1:3 (ESV) — He presented himself alive to them after 
his suffering by many proofs, appearing to them during 
forty days and speaking about the kingdom of God.  
1990 years ago Jesus was standing with His followers 
when suddenly He rose from among them and ascended 
into heaven! 
 
 
 

Our God is on the MOVE and is calling us to enter 

His MOVEMENT or else He will MOVE ON! 

 
 

1. LOOK Up – PERSPECTIVE  
 
Acts 1:6-11 (ESV) — So when they had come together, they 
asked him, “Lord, will you at this time restore the kingdom 
to Israel?” He said to them, “It is not for you to know times 
or seasons that the Father has fixed by his own authority. 
But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come 
upon you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem and 

in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.” And 
when he had said these things, as they were looking on, he 
was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their sight. And 
while they were gazing into heaven as he went, behold, two 
men stood by them in white robes, and said, “Men of 
Galilee, why do you stand looking into heaven? This Jesus, 
who was taken up from you into heaven, will come in the 
same way as you saw him go into heaven.”  
 
 
 
Acts 1:9–11 (ESV) — And when he had said these things, as 
they were looking on, he was lifted up, and a cloud took 
him out of their sight. And while they were gazing into 
heaven as he went, behold, two men stood by them in white 
robes, and said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking 
into heaven? This Jesus, who was taken up from you into 
heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him go into 
heaven.”  
 
 
Ephesians 1:16–21 (ESV) — I do not cease to give thanks 
for you, remembering you in my prayers, that the God of 
our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give you the 
Spirit of wisdom and of revelation in the knowledge of him, 
having the eyes of your hearts enlightened, that you may 
know what is the hope to which he has called you, what are 
the riches of his glorious inheritance in the saints, and 
what is the immeasurable greatness of his power toward us 
who believe, according to the working of his great might 
that he worked in Christ when he raised him from the dead 
and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly places, far 
above all rule and authority and power and dominion, and 
above every name that is named, not only in this age but 
also in the one to come.  
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Ephesians 1:20–21 (ESV) — That he[God] worked in Christ 
when he raised him from the dead and seated him at his 
right hand in the heavenly places, far above all rule and 
authority and power and dominion, and above every name 
that is named, not only in this age but also in the one to 
come.  
 
 

2. LIFT Up – PRAYER   
 
Acts 1:12-14 (ESV) — Then they returned to Jerusalem from 
the mount called Olivet, which is near Jerusalem, a Sabbath 
day’s journey away. And when they had entered, they went 
up to the upper room, where they were staying, Peter and 
John and James and Andrew, Philip and Thomas, 
Bartholomew and Matthew, James the son of Alphaeus and 
Simon the Zealot and Judas the son of James. All these 
with one accord were devoting themselves to prayer, 
together with the women and Mary the mother of Jesus, 
and his brothers.  
 
 
 
Acts 1:14 (ESV) — All these with one accord were devoting 
themselves to prayer, together with the women and Mary 
the mother of Jesus, and his brothers.  
 
 
Luke 11:9–13 (ESV) — And I tell you, ask, and it will be 
given to you; seek, and you will find; knock, and it will be 
opened to you. For everyone who asks receives, and the 
one who seeks finds, and to the one who knocks it will be 
opened. What father among you, if his son asks for a fish, 
will instead of a fish give him a serpent; or if he asks for an 
egg, will give him a scorpion? If you then, who are evil, 
know how to give good gifts to your children, how much 

more will the heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to those 
who ask him!”  
 
 
 
Luke 11:11–13 (ESV) — What father among you, if his son 
asks for a fish, will instead of a fish give him a serpent; or if 
he asks for an egg, will give him a scorpion? If you then, 
who are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, 
how much more will the heavenly Father give the Holy 
Spirit to those who ask him!”  
 
 
Luke 18:1 (ESV) — And he told them a parable to the effect 
that they ought always to pray and not lose heart.  
 
 

3. LISTEN Up – PURPOSE   
 
Acts 1:15-20 (ESV) — In those days Peter stood up among 
the brothers (the company of persons was in all about 120) 
and said, “Brothers, the Scripture had to be fulfilled, which 
the Holy Spirit spoke beforehand by the mouth of David 
concerning Judas, who became a guide to those who 
arrested Jesus. For he was numbered among us and was 
allotted his share in this ministry.” (Now this man acquired 
a field with the reward of his wickedness, and falling 
headlong he burst open in the middle and all his bowels 
gushed out. And it became known to all the inhabitants of 
Jerusalem, so that the field was called in their own 
language Akeldama, that is, Field of Blood.) “For it is 
written in the Book of Psalms, “ ‘May his camp become 
desolate, and let there be no one to dwell in it’; and “ ‘Let 
another take his office.’  
 
 
 



May 21, 2023 Crossgates, AM Sermon David Jett 

Acts 1:15-17,20 (ESV) — In those days Peter stood up 
among the brothers (the company of persons was in all 
about 120) and said, “Brothers, the Scripture had to be 
fulfilled, which the Holy Spirit spoke beforehand by the 
mouth of David concerning Judas, who became a guide to 
those who arrested Jesus. For he was numbered among us 
and was allotted his share in this ministry.” … “For it is 
written in the Book of Psalms, “ ‘May his camp become 
desolate, and let there be no one to dwell in it’; and “ ‘Let 
another take his office.’  
 
 

God is a talker! 

 
 
Hebrews 4:12 (ESV) — For the word of God is living and 
active, sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing to the 
division of soul and of spirit, of joints and of marrow, and 
discerning the thoughts and intentions of the heart.  
 
 
John 10:27 (ESV) — My sheep hear my voice, and I know 
them, and they follow me.  
 
 

The Word of God combined with the guidance of the 

Spirit of God will lead us into the purposes of God! 

 
2 Timothy 3:16–17 (ESV) — All Scripture is breathed out by 
God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, 
and for training in righteousness, that the man of God may 
be complete, equipped for every good work.  
 

4. LINE Up – POSITION   
 

Acts 1:21-26 (ESV) — So one of the men who have 
accompanied us during all the time that the Lord Jesus 
went in and out among us, beginning from the baptism of 
John until the day when he was taken up from us—one of 
these men must become with us a witness to his 
resurrection.” And they put forward two, Joseph called 
Barsabbas, who was also called Justus, and Matthias. And 
they prayed and said, “You, Lord, who know the hearts of 
all, show which one of these two you have chosen to take 
the place in this ministry and apostleship from which Judas 
turned aside to go to his own place.” And they cast lots for 
them, and the lot fell on Matthias, and he was numbered 
with the eleven apostles.  
 
 
 
Acts 1:24–25 (ESV) — And they prayed and said, “You, 
Lord, who know the hearts of all, show which one of these 
two you have chosen to take the place in this ministry and 
apostleship from which Judas turned aside to go to his 
own place.”  
 
 
Acts 1:6 (ESV) — So when they had come together, they 
asked him, “Lord, will you at this time restore the kingdom 
to Israel?”  
 
 
Acts 1:7-8 (ESV) — He said to them, “It is not for you to 
know times or seasons that the Father has fixed by his own 
authority. But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit 
has come upon you, and you will be my witnesses in 
Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of 
the earth.” 
 
 



May 21, 2023 Crossgates, AM Sermon David Jett 

Acts 17:6 (ESV) — “These men who have turned the world 
upside down have come here also”  
 
 
Romans 12:1–2 (NLT) — And so, dear brothers and sisters, 
I plead with you to give your bodies to God because of all 
he has done for you. Let them be a living and holy 
sacrifice—the kind he will find acceptable. This is truly the 
way to worship him. Don’t copy the behavior and customs 
of this world, but let God transform you into a new person 
by changing the way you think. Then you will learn to know 
God’s will for you, which is good and pleasing and perfect.  
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