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Faithful People in a Fleeting Age 
1 John 2:12-18 

 
1 John 2:12–18 (ESV) 
I am writing to you, little children, because your sins are 
forgiven for his name's sake. I am writing to you, fathers, 
because you know him who is from the beginning. I am 
writing to you, young men, because you have overcome the 
evil one. I write to you, children, because you know the 
Father. I write to you, fathers, because you know him who 
is from the beginning. I write to you, young men, because 
you are strong, and the word of God abides in you, and you 
have overcome the evil one. Do not love the world or the 
things in the world. If anyone loves the world, the love of 
the Father is not in him. For all that is in the world—the 
desires of the flesh and the desires of the eyes and pride of 
life is not from the Father but is from the world. And the 
world is passing away along with its desires, but whoever 
does the will of God abides forever. Children, it is the last 
hour, and as you have heard that antichrist is coming, so 
now many antichrists have come. Therefore we know that it 
is the last hour.  
 
 
World - a system that is run by Satan that leaves God out 
and has totally opposed Christ 
 
1 John 5:19 (ESV) 
We know that we are from God, and the whole world lies in 
the power of the evil one. 
 
Worldliness - the displacement or the absence of God. 
Anything that has to do with excluding God is considered 
worldliness 
 

1. It requires us to STAND FIRM 
 

Ephesians 6:10-11 (NLT) 
A final word: Be strong in the Lord and in his mighty power. 
Put on all of God’s armor so that you will be able to stand 
firm against all strategies of the devil. 
 
 
Ephesians 6:12-17 (NLT) 
For we are not fighting against flesh-and-blood enemies, 
but against evil rulers and authorities of the unseen world, 
against mighty powers in this dark world, and against evil 
spirits in the heavenly places. Therefore, put on every piece 
of God’s armor so you will be able to resist the enemy in 
the time of evil. Then after the battle you will still be 
standing firm. Stand your ground, putting on the belt of 
truth and the body armor of God’s righteousness. For 
shoes, put on the peace that comes from the Good News so 
that you will be fully prepared. In addition to all of these, 
hold up the shield of faith to stop the fiery arrows of the 
devil. Put on salvation as your helmet, and take the sword 
of the Spirit, which is the word of God. 
 

2. It requires us to WAIT PATIENTLY 
 
Isaiah 59:9-10 (NLT) 
So there is no justice among us, and we know nothing 
about right living. We look for light but find only darkness. 
We look for bright skies but walk in gloom. We grope like 
the blind along a wall, feeling our way like people without 
eyes. Even at brightest noontime, we stumble as though it 
were dark. Among the living, we are like the dead. 
 
Isaiah 59:15-17 (NLT) 
Yes, truth is gone, and anyone who renounces evil is 
attacked. The Lord looked and was displeased to find there 
was no justice. He was amazed to see that no one 
intervened to help the oppressed. So he himself stepped in 
to save them with his strong arm, and his justice sustained 
him. He put on righteousness as his body armor 
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and placed the helmet of salvation on his head. He clothed 
himself with a robe of vengeance and wrapped himself in a 
cloak of divine passion. 
 
Revelation 1:12-15 (NLT) 
When I turned to see who was speaking to me, I saw seven 
gold lampstands. And standing in the middle of the 
lampstands was someone like the Son of Man.[a] He was 
wearing a long robe with a gold sash across his chest. His 
head and his hair were white like wool, as white as snow. 
And his eyes were like flames of fire. His feet were like 
polished bronze refined in a furnace, and his voice 
thundered like mighty ocean waves. 
 

3. It requires us to BE LIGHT 
 
Matthew 5:14-16 (ESV) 
You are the light of the world. A city set on a hill cannot be 
hidden. Nor do people light a lamp and put it under a 
basket, but on a stand, and it gives light to all in the house. 
In the same way, let your light shine before others, so that 
they may see your good works and give glory to your 
Father who is in heaven. 
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1 John 2:12-18 
 
__________________ - a system that is run by Satan that leaves God 
out and has totally opposed Christ. 
 
__________________ - the displacement or the absence of God. 
Anything that has to do with excluding God is considered worldliness.  
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