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Who’s in Heaven?  

Hebrews 11:13, 16 (NLT) 
13 All these people died s@ll believing what God had promised them. They did 
not receive what was promised, but they saw it all from a distance and 
welcomed it… 
16 But they were looking for a beLer place, a heavenly homeland. 

 
John 3:16 (ESV) 
16 For this is how God loved the world: He gave his one and only Son, so that 
everyone who believes in him will not perish but have eternal life. 
 
ONLY THOSE THAT BELIEVED FOR OR HAVE BELIEVED IN JESUS WILL BE IN 
HEAVEN 
 
What happens immediately aXer a Christ Follower passes away? 
 
2 Corinthians 5:8 (NLT) 
8 Yes, we are fully confident, and we would rather be away from these earthly 
bodies, for then we will be at home with the Lord.  
 
What are people like in heaven right now? 
 
PEOPLE IN HEAVEN HAVE A DISTINGUISHABLE FORM 
 
MaLhew 17:1-4 (NLT) 
1 Six days later Jesus took Peter and the two brothers, James and John, and led 
them up a high mountain to be alone. 2 As the men watched, Jesus’ appearance 
was transformed so that his face shone like the sun, and his clothes became as 
white as light. 3 Suddenly, Moses and Elijah appeared and began talking with 
Jesus. 4 Peter exclaimed, “Lord, it’s wonderful for us to be here! If you want, I’ll 
make three shelters as memorials—one for you, one for Moses, and one for 
Elijah.” 
  
 



 
Luke 16:19-31 (NLT) 
19 Jesus said, “There was a certain rich man who was splendidly clothed in 
purple and fine linen and who lived each day in luxury. 20 At his gate lay a poor 
man named Lazarus who was covered with sores. 21 As Lazarus lay there longing 
for scraps from the rich man’s table, the dogs would come and lick his open 
sores. 22 “Finally, the poor man died and was carried by the angels to sit beside 
Abraham at the heavenly banquet. The rich man also died and was 
buried, 23 and he went to the place of the dead. There, in torment, he saw 
Abraham in the far distance with Lazarus at his side. 24 “The rich man shouted, 
‘Father Abraham, have some pity! Send Lazarus over here to dip the tip of his 
finger in water and cool my tongue. I am in anguish in these flames.’ 25 “But 
Abraham said to him, ‘Son, remember that during your lifetime you had 
everything you wanted, and Lazarus had nothing. So now he is here being 
comforted, and you are in anguish. 26 And besides, there is a great chasm 
separating us. No one can cross over to you from here, and no one can cross 
over to us from there.’ 27 “Then the rich man said, ‘Please, Father Abraham, at 
least send him to my father’s home. 28 For I have five brothers, and I want him 
to warn them so they don’t end up in this place of torment.’ 29 “But Abraham 
said, ‘Moses and the prophets have warned them. Your brothers can read what 
they wrote.’ 30 “The rich man replied, ‘No, Father Abraham! But if someone is 
sent to them from the dead, then they will repent of their sins and turn to God.’ 
31 “But Abraham said, ‘If they won’t listen to Moses and the prophets, they 
won’t be persuaded even if someone rises from the dead.’” 
 
WE’LL KNOW PEOPLE IN HEAVEN…ESPECIALLY THOSE WE’VE LOVED 

 
2 Samuel 12:23 (NLT) 
23 But why should I fast when he is dead? Can I bring him back again? I will go to 
him one day, but he cannot return to me. 
 
1 Thessalonians 4:17b-18 (NLT) 
…Then we will be with the Lord forever. 18 So encourage each other with these 
words. 
 
Will you s@ll be yourself in heaven? 
 



 
Revela@on 6:9-11 (NLT) 
9 When the Lamb broke the fiXh seal, I saw under the altar the souls of all who 
had been martyred for the word of God and for being faithful in their 
tes@mony. 10 They shouted to the Lord and said, “O Sovereign Lord, holy and 
true, how long before you judge the people who belong to this world and 
avenge our blood for what they have done to us?” 11 Then a white robe was 
given to each of them. And they were told to rest a liLle longer un@l the full 
number of their brothers and sisters—their fellow servants of Jesus who were to 
be martyred—had joined them. 
 
Revela@on 21:27 (NLT) 
Nothing evil will be allowed to enter, nor anyone who prac@ces shameful 
idolatry and dishonesty—but only those whose names are wriLen in the 
Lamb’s Book of Life. 
 
What will our rela@onships be like in heaven? Specifically, to our spouse. 
 
Philippians 1:3-6 (ESV) 
3 I thank my God in all my remembrance of you, 4 always in every prayer of mine 
for you all making my prayer with joy, 5 because of your partnership in the 
gospel from the first day un@l now. 6 And I am sure of this, that he who began a 
good work in you will bring it to comple@on at the day of Jesus Christ. 
 
“I know that Christ is all in all; and that it is the presence of God that makes 
Heaven to be heaven. But yet it much sweetens the thoughts of that place to me 
that there are there such a mul@tude of my most dear and precious friends in 
Christ.” Richard Baxter 
 
MaLhew 22:30 (ESV) 
30 For in the resurrec@on they neither marry nor are given in marriage, but are 
like angels in heaven. 

 
“Earthly marriage is not destroyed; rather, it is assimilated into the ul@mate, 
great marriage it always foreshadowed—Christ married to His Bride. -Randy 
Alcorn 
 



What ul@mately happens to our physical bodies? 
1 Corinthians 15:42-57 (ESV) 
42 So is it with the resurrection of the dead. What is sown is perishable; what is 
raised is imperishable. 43 It is sown in dishonor; it is raised in glory. It is sown in 
weakness; it is raised in power.44 It is sown a natural body; it is raised a spiritual 
body. If there is a natural body, there is also a spiritual body. 45 Thus it is 
written, “The first man Adam became a living being”;[e] the last Adam became 
a life-giving spirit. 46 But it is not the spiritual that is first but the natural, and 
then the spiritual. 47 The first man was from the earth, a man of dust; the 
second man is from heaven. 48 As was the man of dust, so also are those who 
are of the dust, and as is the man of heaven, so also are those who are of 
heaven. 49 Just as we have borne the image of the man of dust, we shall[f] also 
bear the image of the man of heaven. 50 I tell you this, brothers: flesh and 
blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God, nor does the perishable inherit the 
imperishable. 51 Behold! I tell you a mystery. We shall not all sleep, but we shall 
all be changed, 52 in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. 
For the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised imperishable, and we 
shall be changed. 53 For this perishable body must put on the imperishable, 
and this mortal body must put on immortality. 54 When the perishable puts on 
the imperishable, and the mortal puts on immortality, then shall come to pass 
the saying that is written: “Death is swallowed up in victory.” 55 “O death, where 
is your victory?  O death, where is your sting?” 56 The sting of death is sin, 
and the power of sin is the law. 57 But thanks be to God, who gives us the victory 
through our Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 (ESV) 
13 But we do not want you to be uninformed, brothers, about those who are 
asleep, that you may not grieve as others do who have no hope. 14 For since we 
believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so, through Jesus, God will bring 
with him those who have fallen asleep. 15 For this we declare to you by a word 
from the Lord, that we who are alive, who are leX un@l the coming of the Lord, 
will not precede those who have fallen asleep. 16 For the Lord himself will 
descend from heaven with a cry of command, with the voice of an archangel, 
and with the sound of the trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will rise 
first. 17 Then we who are alive, who are leX, will be caught up together with 
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them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air, and so we will always be with the 
Lord. 18 Therefore encourage one another with these words. 
 
What is our rela@onship with God like in Heaven? 
 
Revela@on 21:1-7 (ESV) 
 Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first 
earth had passed away, and the sea was no more. 2 And I saw the holy city, new 
Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned 
for her husband. 3 And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, “Behold, the 
dwelling place of God is with man. He will dwell with them, and they will be his 
people, and God himself will be with them as their God. 4 He will wipe away 
every tear from their eyes, and death shall be no more, neither shall there be 
mourning, nor crying, nor pain anymore, for the former things have passed 
away.” 5 And he who was seated on the throne said, “Behold, I am making all 
things new.” Also he said, “Write this down, for these words are trustworthy 
and true.” 6 And he said to me, “It is done! I am the Alpha and the Omega, the 
beginning and the end. To the thirsty I will give from the spring of the water of 
life without payment. 7 The one who conquers will have this heritage, and I will 
be his God and he will be my son. 
 
 

THE ABSENCE OF SIN’S CONSEQUENCES & THE FULLNESS OF UNHINDERED 
RELATIONSHIP WITH GOD 

“You have made us for yourself, O Lord, and our hearts our restless un@l they 
rest in you.” Augus@ne 

Revela@on 22:4 (ESV) 
4 They will see his face… 


