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Launch 
The Priority of Conviction 

Luke 4:1-14 
 
 
It’s amazing how fast 2019 has come and gone! 
 
What will 2020 have in store? 
 
We are beginning this new year with a series of messages 
I’m calling “Launch” 
 
Launch means… 
 

“The act of setting in motion an activity or 
enterprise” 

 
How do we launch a new activity? 
 
In every launch there is a degree of uncertainty… 
 
In every launch there is always a degree of risk… 
 
There is always a risk of sinking or crashing… 
 
There is always a risk of getting off course or failing… 
 
There is also the possibility of starting out only to turn back 
to shore… 
 
But without a LAUNCH there is NEVER the excitement of 
accomplishment… 
 
There is never the fulfillment of having attempted 
something great and carried it all the way to the finish. 
 

 
This series is about the excitement of launching into a 
great adventure where, despite the dangers, we reach a 
desired destination! 
 
 
 
What is necessary for launching an activity that gives us 
the highest probability of success? 
 
The phrase, “Bon Voyage” means, “I hope you have a good 
and safe journey.” 
 
 
Over the next several weeks we are going to look at FOUR 
KEY INGREDIENTS that will guide us to our destination 
 
We are beginning with today’s message that I’ve titled, 
“The Priority of Conviction”. 
 
Conviction is belief firmly held in the heart 
 
Conviction is not the same as GOOD INTENTIONS… 
 

Good intentions will always cave to… 
 

Convenience 
Confrontation 
Compromise 

 
To see the priority of CONVICTION lived out I thought it 
would be great to see how these four ingredients played 
out in Jesus’ life… 
 
The Bible is very clear that, even though Jesus was fully 
God, He was also fully man. 
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As a result of Him being fully man we read where… 

• He ate and drank… 
• He laughed and cried… 
• He slept and woke… 
• He grieved and showed compassion… 

 
Hebrews 4:15 (ESV) — For we do not have a high priest 
who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, but one 
who in every respect has been tempted as we are, yet 
without sin.  
 
We also know that, though being fully God, as a human, He 
learned obedience… 
 
Hebrews 5:8 (ESV) — Although he was a son, he learned 
obedience through what he suffered.  
 
So, as we LAUNCH into 2020, we must make CONVICTION 
the priority in the way we live… 
 
Our convictions come from the heart…  
 
Good intentions come from the mind and/or emotions… 
 
ONE THING 
 
Because it PROCEEDS from the HEART, conviction 
DOES what conviction BELIEVES. 
 
 
 
 
Jesus’ ministry began after His baptism… 
 

Matthew 3:16–17 (ESV) — And when Jesus was baptized, 
immediately he went up from the water, and behold, the 
heavens were opened to him, and he saw the Spirit of God 
descending like a dove and coming to rest on him; 17 and 
behold, a voice from heaven said, “This is my beloved Son, 
with whom I am well pleased.”  
 
 
In the story of Jesus’ temptations I want us to see THREE 
THINGS Jesus DOES because of what His CONVICTIONS 
BELIEVE 
 
Because it proceeds from the heart, conviction 
does what conviction believes. 
 
The first thing conviction does… 
 
1. Conviction TRUSTS the LORD even when 
He doesn’t make sense 
 
Jesus began His ministry with the Spirit of God upon Him 
and the blessings of the Father spoken over Him… 
 
So what happens next? 
 
Luke 4:1–2a (ESV) — And Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, 
returned from the Jordan and was led by the Spirit in the 
wilderness for forty days, being tempted by the devil...  
 
What? 
 
I thought Jesus would begin His ministry by going out and 
letting everyone know that He was the long awaited 
Messiah? 
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Why would the Spirit lead Jesus into the wilderness? 
 
Why would the Spirit lead Jesus to be tempted by the 
devil? 
 
Surly this isn’t true? 
 
Know this… Every LAUNCH of great value will be tested! 
 
Conviction will conquer while good intentions will cave! 
 

Ø Conviction believes – The Lord’s PLANS are 
BEST 

 
 
Jeremiah 29:11 (ESV) — For I know the plans I have for you, 
declares the LORD, plans for welfare and not for evil, to give 
you a future and a hope.  
 
 
Because it proceeds from the heart, conviction 
does what conviction believes. 
 
1. Conviction TRUSTS the LORD even when He doesn’t 
make sense 
 
The second thing conviction does… 
 
2. Conviction DEFEATS the ENEMY through 
every attack 
 
We are going to look at the temptations of Satan and see 
how Jesus defeated him… 
 
This section ends with these words… 

 
Luke 4:13 (ESV) —  And when the devil had ended every 
temptation, he departed from him until an opportune time. 
 
Jesus was tempted in every way like us, but never failed… 
 
1 Corinthians 10:13 (ESV) — No temptation has overtaken 
you that is not common to man. God is faithful, and he will 
not let you be tempted beyond your ability, but with the 
temptation he will also provide the way of escape, that you 
may be able to endure it.  
 
How do we stand against Satan’s attacks? 
 

Ø Conviction believes – The Lord’s WORD is 
TRUTH 

 
Ephesians 6:13 (ESV) — Therefore take up the whole armor 
of God, that you may be able to withstand in the evil day, 
and having done all, to stand firm.  
 
Ephesians 6:17 (ESV) — … take … the sword of the Spirit, 
which is the word of God  
Jesus said the following about TRUTH… 
 
John 8:32 (ESV) — and you will know the truth, and the 
truth will set you free. 
 
Let’s look at the three attacks Satan wages… 
 

Ø Attacks against our APPETITES 
 
Luke 4:3–4 (ESV) — The devil said to him, “If you are the 
Son of God, command this stone to become bread.” 4 And 
Jesus answered him, “It is written, ‘Man shall not live by 
bread alone.’ ”  
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Ø Attacks against our AFFECTIONS 
 
Luke 4:5–8 (ESV) —And the devil took him up and showed 
him all the kingdoms of the world in a moment of time, and 
said to him, “To you I will give all this authority and their 
glory, for it has been delivered to me, and I give it to whom I 
will. If you, then, will worship me, it will all be yours.” And 
Jesus answered him, “It is written, “ ‘You shall worship the 
Lord your God, and him only shall you serve.’ ” 
 
 
 

Ø Attacks against our ATTITUDES 
 
Luke 4:9–12 (ESV) — And he took him to Jerusalem and set 
him on the pinnacle of the temple and said to him, “If you 
are the Son of God, throw yourself down from here, for it is 
written, “ ‘He will command his angels concerning you, to 
guard you,’ and “ ‘On their hands they will bear you up, lest 
you strike your foot against a stone.’ ” And Jesus answered 
him, “It is said, ‘You shall not put the Lord your God to the 
test.’ ” 
 
 
Because it proceeds from the heart, conviction 
does what conviction believes. 
 
1. Conviction TRUSTS the LORD even when He doesn’t 
make sense 
 
2. Conviction DEFEATS the ENEMY through every battle 
 
The final thing conviction does… 

 
3. Conviction RECEIVES the POWER to finish 
the journey 
 
Luke 4:14 (ESV) — And Jesus returned in the power of the 
Spirit to Galilee, and a report about him went out through 
all the surrounding country.  
 
 

Ø Conviction believes – The Lord’s POWER is 
ESSENTIAL 

 
There are two sides to believing in the Lord’s power that we 
must believe with conviction… 
 
First, apart from the power of the Spirit I can do 
nothing! 
 

Ø APART from the POWER of the Spirit I can do 
NOTHING! 

 
John 15:5 (NLT) — “Yes, I am the vine; you are the 
branches. Those who remain in me, and I in them, will 
produce much fruit. For apart from me you can do nothing.  
 
Second, with the power of the Spirit I can do all 
things!!! 
 

Ø WITH the POWER of the Spirit I can do 
EVERYTHING! 

 
Philippians 4:13 (NLT) — For I can do everything through 
Christ, who gives me strength.  
 



January 5, 2020 Crossgates – AM Service David Jett 

 
 
 



January 5, 2020 Crossgates – AM Service David Jett 

 
Launch 

The Priority of Conviction 
Luke 4:1-14 

 
Because it     from the     , conviction  
       what conviction    . 
 
 
1. Conviction    the        even when He  
    doesn’t make sense 
 
 
 

Ø Conviction believes – The Lord’s    are    
 
 
 
2. Conviction          the       through  
    every attack 
 
 

Ø Conviction believes – The Lord’s             is    
 
 

Ø Attacks against our      
 

Ø Attacks against our      
 

Ø Attacks against our      
 
 
3. Conviction     the     to finish  
    the journey 
 

Ø Conviction believes – The Lord’s    is         
 
 

Ø         from the        of the Spirit I can do  
   ! 

 
Ø         the           of the Spirit I can do  

   ! 

 
 
 


