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ALONE! 
Faith Alone! 

Hebrews 11:1-3 
 
 
We are going to continue our series, “ALONE!” with the 
second of these essential items… 
 
à Faith Alone! ß 
 
The question we hope to answer today is… 
 
How is someone made right with God? 
 
Through the years many have said to me in answer to this 
question the same basic idea… 
 
“I know I’ve done some bad things, but I’ve also 
done some good things.  When I stand before God, I 
believe that my good deeds with outweigh my bad 
deeds and I’ll get into heaven.” 
 
The major problem with this thinking is that the Bible 
clearly says this is wrong! 
 
Psalm 14:2–3 (ESV) — The LORD looks down from heaven 
on the children of man, to see if there are any who 
understand, who seek after God. They have all turned 
aside; together they have become corrupt; there is none 
who does good, not even one.  
 
Scripture DOES teach a way in which people can be made 
right with God… 
 

Romans 3:28 (ESV) — For we hold that one is justified by 
faith apart from works of the law.  
 
… Justification by faith apart from works… 
 
Justification by faith alone is the central doctrine 
of Biblical Christianity. 
 
What is Justification? 
 
Justification means, “to declare righteous”. 
 
So, anyone can be declared righteous before God through 
faith apart from works… 
 
Last week our focus was on GRACE ALONE! 
 
We centered our focus on Ephesians 2:8-9… 
 
Ephesians 2:8–9 (ESV) — For by grace you have been 
saved through faith. And this is not your own doing; it is 
the gift of God, not a result of works, so that no one may 
boast.  
 
Within this passage is a very important idea… 
 
Ephesians 2:8 (ESV) — For by grace you have been saved 
through faith...  
 
Our opportunity to be made right with God MUST travel 
through faith! 
 
So today our focus is on understanding what is meant by 
the essential truth… 
 
FAITH ALONE! 
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Our key passage we will work from today is Hebrews 11:1-3 
 
Hebrews 11:1–3 (ESV) — Now faith is the assurance of 
things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen. For by 
it the people of old received their commendation. By faith 
we understand that the universe was created by the word of 
God, so that what is seen was not made out of things that 
are visible.  
 
 
ONE THING 
 
By taking God at His WORD, Biblical faith walks in 
the REALITIES of the UNSEEN, and lives in the 
FAVOR of God. 
 
 
 
We are going to begin our understanding of faith by first 
looking at… 
 
1.  The EVIDENCE for Biblical Faith  
 
Hebrews 11:3 (ESV) — By faith we understand that the 
universe was created by the word of God, so that what is 
seen was not made out of things that are visible.  
 
What is faith? 
 
Faith is NOT … 

• A feeling 
• Positive thinking 
• A hunch 
• Sentimentality 

• Brainless 
 
 
Notice again how this verse begins… 
 
Hebrews 11:3 (ESV) — By faith we understand… 
 
The word translated, understand, means… 
 
“To comprehend something on the basis of careful 
thought and consideration; to perceive, to gain 
insight, to understand, to comprehend, to grasp 
intellectually” 
 
Here is the intellectual conclusion faith makes… 
 
The existence and intelligent design of the universe 
clearly begs the reality of an Intelligent Designer! 
 
 
Jesus even used this type of example when speaking with 
one of the religious leaders… 
 
John 3:8 (ESV) — The wind blows where it wishes, and you 
hear its sound, but you do not know where it comes from or 
where it goes. So it is with everyone who is born of the 
Spirit.”  
 
In a similar way, God’s Word demonstrates the evidence of 
the realities of the unseen! 
 
2 Corinthians 4:16–18 (ESV) — So we do not lose heart. 
Though our outer self is wasting away, our inner self is 
being renewed day by day… as we look not to the things 
that are seen but to the things that are unseen. For the 
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things that are seen are transient, but the things that are 
unseen are eternal.  
 
 
Hebrews 11:6 (ESV) — And without faith it is impossible to 
please him, for whoever would draw near to God must 
believe that he exists and that he rewards those who seek 
him.  
 
 
By taking God at His Word, ... 
 
Romans 10:17 (ESV) — So faith comes from hearing, and 
hearing through the word of Christ.  
 
1.  The EVIDENCE for Biblical Faith  
 
2.  The EXERCISE of Biblical Faith  
 
Hebrews 11:1 (ESV) — Now faith is the assurance of things 
hoped for, the conviction of things not seen.  
 
 
I have told you before about the meaning of Biblical hope… 
 
Hope is the confident expectancy of a certain and 
favorable future. 
 
Hebrews 11:1a (ESV) — Now faith is the assurance of 
things hoped for ...  
 
The things hoped for are the unseen future realities 
God has promised in His Word. 
 
à Jesus’ Second Coming 

 
Acts 1:10–11 (ESV) — And while they were gazing into 
heaven as he went, behold, two men stood by them in white 
robes, and said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking 
into heaven? This Jesus, who was taken up from you into 
heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him go into 
heaven.”  
 
John 14:2–3 (ESV) — In my Father’s house are many 
rooms. If it were not so, would I have told you that I go to 
prepare a place for you? And if I go and prepare a place for 
you, I will come again and will take you to myself, that 
where I am you may be also.  
 
à Final Judgment 
 
Matthew 25:31–34 (ESV) — 31 “When the Son of Man 
comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, then he will 
sit on his glorious throne. 32 Before him will be gathered all 
the nations, and he will separate people one from another 
as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats. 33 And 
he will place the sheep on his right, but the goats on the 
left. 34 Then the King will say to those on his right, ‘Come, 
you who are blessed by my Father, inherit the kingdom 
prepared for you from the foundation of the world.  
 
Matthew 25:41 (ESV) — 41 “Then he will say to those on his 
left, ‘Depart from me, you cursed, into the eternal fire 
prepared for the devil and his angels.  
 
Matthew 25:46 (ESV) — 46 And these will go away into 
eternal punishment, but the righteous into eternal life.”  
 
Let’s continue with the second half of this first verse in 
Hebrews 11… 
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Hebrews 11:1 (ESV) — Now faith is the … conviction of 
things not seen.  
 
The word translated here, CONVICTION, means… 
 
The evidence, normally based on argument or 
discussion, as to the truth or reality of something—
‘proof, verification, evidence for.’ 
 
Based upon God’s Word,  
 
Biblical faith sees the unseen! 
 
Biblical faith makes visible the invisible! 
 
John 5:19 (ESV) — So Jesus said to them, “Truly, truly, I 
say to you, the Son can do nothing of his own accord, but 
only what he sees the Father doing. For whatever the 
Father does, that the Son does likewise.  
 
Jesus would see, by faith, what the Father was doing in the 
unseen and then He would bring it into reality! 
 
 
By taking God at His Word, Biblical faith walks in 
the realities of the unseen ... 
 
 
Well, we’ve seen faith realities in the unseen past… 

• The universe coming into existence at the Word of 
God… 

 
We now have seen faith realities in the unseen future… 

• The return of Jesus and the final judgment… 
 

Let’s now look to the exercise of Biblical faith in the unseen 
present… 
 
1.  The EVIDENCE for Biblical Faith  
 
2.  The EXERCISE of Biblical Faith  
 
3.  The EXPERIENCE of Biblical Faith  
 
Hebrews 11:2 (ESV) — For by it the people of old received 
their commendation.  
 
The word translated here, commendation, means to be 
testified about in an approving way… 
 
When a believer exercises Biblical faith in the present, 
he/she walks in the approval and favor of God! 
 
 
 
 
The PAST tense is a POINT in the past… 
 
“He WENT to the store” 
 
The PRESENT tense is a time in the present… 
 
“He IS GOING to the store” 
 
The FUTURE tense is a time out in the future… 
 
“He WILL BE GOING to the store” 
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The PERFECT tense COMBINES these three… 
 
“He HAS BEEN GOING to the store” 
 
With the idea that … 

• He began going in the past… 
• He is continuing to go… 
• He will be continuing to go in the future… 

 
So, let’s look back at Ephesians 2:8 from last week again… 
 
Ephesians 2:8a (ESV) — For by grace you have been saved 
through faith...  
 
The phrase, “you have been saved” is one Greek verb in 
the PERFECT tense… 
 
For by grace you were saved, are being saved, and 
will be saved through faith… 
 
None of your salvation comes through works, but ALL your 
salvation comes through faith APART from any works! 
 
Romans 1:16–17 (ESV) — For I am not ashamed of the 
gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to everyone 
who believes, ... For in it the righteousness of God is 
revealed from faith for faith, as it is written, “The righteous 
shall live by faith.”  
 
 
By taking God at His Word, Biblical faith walks in 
the realities of the unseen, and lives in the favor of 
God. 
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ALONE! 
Faith Alone! 

Hebrews 11:1-3 
 
 
Each of these items are     in their Biblical  
    and     in their personal  
   . 
 
 
By taking God at His        , Biblical faith walks in the  
        of the     , and lives in the    of 
God. 
 
 
1.  The      for Faith  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2.  The      of Faith  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3.  The      of Faith  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 


