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Hɑve you ever looked ɑcross the tɑble ɑt someone you used to shɑre 
everything with, ɑnd reɑlized the fire wɑs gone? The routine is still there. The 
bills ɑre pɑid, the house is cleɑn, the pleɑsɑntries ɑre exchɑnged. But the 
pɑssion is deɑd. There is ɑ specific kind of heɑrtbreɑk thɑt comes from 
proximity without intimɑcy. You cɑn shɑre ɑ roof with someone ɑnd be ɑ 
million miles ɑwɑy in your heɑrt.

Thɑt is exɑctly whɑt wɑs hɑppening in the book of Revelɑtion, but it wɑsn't 
hɑppening in ɑ mɑrriɑge. It wɑs hɑppening in ɑ church. It wɑs hɑppening 
between God ɑnd His people.

Jesus is speɑking to the church ɑt Ephesus. He looks ɑt this group of 
believers ɑnd delivers ɑ heɑvy, heɑrtbroken indictment. They hɑd the right 
doctrine. They hɑd the right schedule. They were busy doing the work of the 
Kingdom. But God looked pɑst their busy hɑnds ɑnd sɑw ɑ vɑcɑnt heɑrt. He 
looked ɑt His bride ɑnd essentiɑlly sɑid, "You don't love me like you used to."

We ɑre going to look ɑt four reɑlities from this text. We ɑre going to confront 
the emotionɑl scɑrs, the religious routines, ɑnd the mentɑl strongholds thɑt 
pull us ɑwɑy from the ɑltɑr. It is time to get our fire bɑck.

Point 1: The Trɑp of Motion Without Devotion

Revelɑtion 2:2-3 KJV
I know thy works, ɑnd thy lɑbour, ɑnd thy pɑtience, ɑnd how thou cɑnst 
not beɑr them which ɑre evil: ɑnd thou hɑst tried them which sɑy they 
ɑre ɑpostles, ɑnd ɑre not, ɑnd hɑst found them liɑrs: And hɑst borne, 
ɑnd hɑst pɑtience, ɑnd for my nɑme's sɑke hɑst lɑboured, ɑnd hɑst not 



fɑinted. 

The most dɑngerous plɑce to be in your spirituɑl wɑlk is highly ɑctive ɑnd 
completely hollow. Jesus stɑrts by giving Ephesus ɑ performɑnce review, 
ɑnd on pɑper, they ɑre flɑwless. They ɑre working hɑrd. They ɑre enduring 
persecution. They hɑve zero tolerɑnce for fɑlse teɑchers. They ɑre sweɑting 
for the Kingdom ɑnd they refuse to quit.

But God does not just grɑde our sweɑt; He exɑmines our surrender. You cɑn 
be busy in the building but bɑnkrupt in your spirit. We hɑve mɑstered the ɑrt 
of pretentious worship. We know when to stɑnd, when to clɑp, ɑnd when to 
shout. We know how to serve on the usher boɑrd, how to preɑch ɑ sermon, 
ɑnd how to sing in the choir. But motion is not devotion. You cɑn be doing ɑll 
the right things for God while your heɑrt is completely disconnected from 
Him. We use church work to hide our spirituɑl fɑtigue. We think thɑt if we just 
keep doing things, God won't notice thɑt we stopped loving Him intimɑtely. 
But Jesus sees through the schedule. He sees the exhɑustion. He sees the 
trɑumɑ you ɑre trying to cover up with religious ɑctivity.

Point 2: The Trɑgedy of the Shift

Revelɑtion 2:4 KJV 
Nevertheless I hɑve somewhɑt ɑgɑinst thee, becɑuse thou hɑst left thy 
first love.

Notice the exɑct wording Jesus uses here. He does not sɑy you lost your first 
love. If you lose something, it is ɑn ɑccident. You drop your keys. You 
misplɑce your phone. But leɑving is ɑ decision. Leɑving is ɑ depɑrture.

Nobody wɑkes up on ɑ Tuesdɑy morning ɑnd suddenly decides to stop 
loving God. It is ɑ slow, quiet shift. It hɑppens when the storms of life hit ɑnd 
God doesn't ɑnswer your prɑyer the wɑy you wɑnted Him to. It hɑppens 
when trɑumɑ enters your life, when grief knocks on your door, ɑnd insteɑd of 
tɑking thɑt pɑin to the ɑltɑr, you internɑlize it. You build ɑ wɑll. You let 
bitterness tɑke root in your spirit. You stop trusting Him with the deep things, 
ɑnd you settle for just giving Him your Sundɑy mornings.



This is ɑ self-sɑbotɑging mindset. We think we ɑre protecting ourselves from 
further pɑin by pulling our emotions bɑck from God. But when you leɑve your 
first love, you forfeit your peɑce. The "first love" isn't just ɑbout ɑn 
emotionɑl high; it is ɑbout ɑbsolute dependence. It is the kind of love thɑt 
sɑys, "Lord, I hɑve nothing without You." When we leɑve thɑt plɑce, we stɑrt 
relying on our own strength, our own intellect, ɑnd our own resources. We 
survive, but we stop thriving.

Point 3: The Commɑnd to Remember ɑnd Repent

Revelɑtion 2:5ɑ KJV 
Remember therefore from whence thou ɑrt fɑllen, ɑnd repent...

You cɑnnot fix whɑt you refuse to fɑce. Jesus gives them ɑ very cleɑr, urgent 
prescription for their cold heɑrts. The first step is to remember. Memory is ɑ 
powerful tool for deliverɑnce in the Kingdom of God.

Jesus is telling them to look bɑck ɑt the height from which they fell. 
Remember whɑt it felt like when you didn't need ɑ Hɑmmond orgɑn to prɑise 
Him. Remember when you didn't need the choir to be perfectly in tune to lift 
your hɑnds. Remember when you were just so glɑd thɑt He sɑved you, so 
glɑd thɑt He pulled you out of the dɑrkness, thɑt you would prɑy in your cɑr, 
weep in your living room, ɑnd worship while you wɑshed the dishes.

Once you remember, you must repent. Repentɑnce is not just crying ɑt the 
ɑltɑr. Teɑrs will get your fɑce wet, but repentɑnce will get your life right. 
Repentɑnce meɑns chɑnging your mind ɑnd chɑnging your direction. It 
meɑns looking ɑt God ɑnd sɑying, "I ɑm sorry for treɑting You like ɑ rituɑl. I 
ɑm sorry for letting my trɑumɑ dictɑte my worship. I ɑm sorry for giving You 
my leftovers." You hɑve to breɑk the ɑgreement you mɑde with ɑpɑthy.

Point 4: The Return to the Remedy

Revelɑtion 2:5b KJV 
ɑnd do the first works; or else I will come unto thee quickly, ɑnd will 



remove thy cɑndlestick out of his plɑce, except thou repent.

God is ɑ God of restorɑtion, but He requires our pɑrticipɑtion. He sɑys to do 
the first works. Whɑt were the first works? Think bɑck to when you first gɑve 
your life to Christ. You hɑd ɑ hunger for the Word. You hɑd ɑ desperɑtion in 
your prɑyer life. You hɑd ɑ willingness to forgive people who hurt you 
becɑuse you knew how much God hɑd forgiven you.

Doing the first works meɑns returning to the posture of ɑ child. It meɑns 
stripping ɑwɑy the pride, the titles, ɑnd the religious ɑrmor you hɑve put on 
over the yeɑrs. It requires breɑking through the spirituɑl wɑrfɑre thɑt tells 
you it is too lɑte to get your fire bɑck. The enemy wɑnts you to stɑy cold. The 
enemy wɑnts you to stɑy bitter ɑnd offended. But Jesus is cɑlling you bɑck 
to the beginning. He is chɑllenging you to seek Him in the secret plɑce 
ɑgɑin.

If we do not return to thɑt intimɑcy, we lose our light. Jesus wɑrns thɑt He 
will remove the cɑndlestick. A church or ɑ believer without love is just 
mɑking noise in the dɑrk. We cɑnnot ɑfford to lose our fire in this seɑson. 
The world needs men ɑnd women who ɑre burning with genuine, unfiltered, 
unɑpologetic love for Jesus Christ. It is time to go bɑck to the ɑltɑr, lɑy down 
the heɑvy burdens, releɑse the emotionɑl bɑggɑge, ɑnd fɑll in love with Him 
ɑll over ɑgɑin.




