
 
 

 
 

The Word Made Flesh: 
I Am the Way, the Truth, and the Life | John 14:5-14 

 

Introduction 

We are continuing in our study through the Gospel of John, specifically the Upper Room Discourse in 
chapters 13–17. This section spans a single evening, the night before Jesus is crucified. Last week, we 
looked at the painful moment where Jesus told His disciples that He was leaving and that they could not 
yet follow Him where He was going. For them, this was crushing. Their best friend, mentor, teacher, 
guide, and God was telling them that He had to leave. 

In order to comfort them, Jesus told them that He was going to prepare a place for them and that He 
would come again to bring them to Himself. That is where we pick back up today. 

 

The Text 
John 14:5–14 

Thomas said to him, “Lord, we do not know where you are going. How can we know the way?” Jesus said 
to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me. If you 
had known me, you would have known my Father also. From now on you do know him and have seen 
him.” 

Philip said to him, “Lord, show us the Father, and it is enough for us.” Jesus said to him, “Have I been 
with you so long, and you still do not know me, Philip? Whoever has seen me has seen the Father. How 
can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? Do you not believe that I am in the Father and the Father is in me? The 
words that I say to you I do not speak on my own authority, but the Father who dwells in me does his 
works. Believe me that I am in the Father and the Father is in me, or else believe on account of the works 
themselves. 

“Truly, truly, I say to you, whoever believes in me will also do the works that I do, and greater works than 
these will he do, because I am going to the Father. Whatever you ask in my name, this I will do, that the 
Father may be glorified in the Son. If you ask me anything in my name, I will do it.” 

 

I. Jesus Is the Only Way to the Father 
Thomas asks a sincere question, “How can we know the way?” Jesus answers him, not by giving 
directions, but by pointing to Himself. 
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“I am the way.” 

The language is emphatic. Jesus is not claiming to be a way, or even the best way. He is claiming to be the 
only way. The Greek word hodos means a road or path that leads somewhere, and Jesus makes clear where 
that road leads. 

It leads to the Father. 

We often read John 14:6 as though Jesus is saying He is the only way to heaven. That is true, but it is 
incomplete. Jesus says, “No one comes to the Father except through me.” The culmination of the 
Christian life is not merely arriving at a destination, but being brought to a Person. The great goal of 
redemption is reconciliation with the Father. 

Jesus did not simply come to save us from hell. He came to reconcile us to God. We were lost, dead in 
sin, estranged from the Father, and Jesus came to bring us home. Heaven is precious because the Father is 
there. Home is where the Father is. 

This means that while many believers are theologically reconciled to the Father, some are not functionally 
walking in that nearness. Jesus has removed the enmity so that we might begin now to live in fellowship 
with the Father, drawing close to Him in everyday life. 

If Jesus is the only way to the Father, then nothing else is. Salvation is not found in morality, religious 
activity, sincerity, self-improvement, or any other religion. The issue is sin, and none of those things deal 
with sin. Only Jesus offers atonement. Only Jesus sheds the blood necessary to satisfy justice. Only Jesus 
Christ the righteous can reconcile sinners to the Father. 

As Scripture says, “There is one mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus” (1 Timothy 2:5). 

 

II. Jesus Speaks with Clear and Exclusive Language 
One of the striking things about this passage is how clearly Jesus speaks. He does not soften His claim. 
He does not leave room for ambiguity. He does not say He is one path among many. He says, “No one 
comes to the Father except through me.” 

Our culture does not like that kind of clarity. We live in a world that often values vagueness and treats 
clear speech as harsh or unloving. But Jesus does not speak that way, and neither should we when truth is 
at stake. 

Clarity is not cruelty. Clarity is kindness. 

If a doctor knows the cure but refuses to say it plainly, people suffer. If a pilot knows the runway but 
gives vague instructions in a storm, lives are at risk. In the same way, if we know the truth about Christ 
and refuse to speak it clearly, we are not being loving. We are leaving people confused. 

As Christians, our speech should be honest, honorable, and humble. If we speak, we should say what we 
mean and mean what we say. The purpose of communication is clarity. Love does not blur truth. Love 
speaks truth clearly because eternity is at stake. 

Jesus loved people too much to leave them confused. 
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III. If You Have Seen Jesus, You Have Seen the Father 
Philip asks Jesus, “Show us the Father, and it is enough for us.” Jesus responds with a kind of surprised 
grief. “Have I been with you so long, and you still do not know me, Philip?” 

Then He says something remarkable. 

“Whoever has seen me has seen the Father.” 

This is one of the clearest declarations of Jesus’ divine identity in the Gospel of John. Jesus is not merely 
representing God, nor is He simply reflecting certain divine qualities. He is revealing the Father perfectly. 

When you look at Jesus, you see what God is like. You see the holiness of God, the compassion of God, 
the justice of God, the mercy of God, the joy of God, and the heart of God toward sinners. 

Jesus is the clearest and fullest revelation of God humanity will ever see. 

 

IV. The Works of Jesus Confirm the Identity of Jesus 
Jesus tells Philip and the others to believe that He is in the Father and the Father is in Him. If they 
struggle with His claim, He tells them to look at His works. 

In John’s Gospel, miracles are not merely displays of power or compassion. They are signs. They point 
beyond themselves and reveal who Jesus is. 

Turning water into wine reveals Jesus as the giver of the new covenant. Healing the blind man reveals 
Jesus as the light of the world. Raising Lazarus reveals Jesus as the resurrection and the life. 

These works are divine credentials. They confirm His identity. Jesus is saying, in effect, if you struggle to 
understand my words, then consider what I have done. 

The signs testify to the Son. 

 

V. Greater Works Means Greater Scope, Not Greater Spectacle 
Jesus says, “Whoever believes in me will also do the works that I do, and greater works than these will he 
do.” 

At first glance, that sounds confusing. How could anyone do greater works than Jesus? He turned water 
into wine, calmed storms, fed thousands, and raised the dead. No one surpasses the miracles of Christ. 

The key is understanding what Jesus means by “greater.” The Greek word points to greatness in extent or 
magnitude. The issue is not greater intensity, but greater scope. 

During His earthly ministry, Jesus’ work was largely confined to one region. But after His death, 
resurrection, ascension, and the coming of the Holy Spirit, the gospel would spread across the world. The 
greater works are not more spectacular miracles, but the global expansion of Christ’s saving work through 
His people. 

This is about reach, not flash. It is about magnitude, not spectacle. 
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The church, empowered by the Spirit, carries the message of Christ to the nations. 

 

VI. Asking in Jesus’ Name Is About Alignment, Not a Magic 
Phrase 
Jesus then gives a promise about prayer. “Whatever you ask in my name, this I will do.” This verse has 
often been misunderstood as though “in Jesus’ name” is a formula that guarantees whatever we want. 

That is not what Jesus is teaching. 

In the ancient world, a person’s name represented their authority, character, and mission. To act in 
someone’s name was to act on their behalf and in alignment with their will. So praying in Jesus’ name 
means praying in alignment with His character, His mission, and His purposes. 

John later clarifies this in 1 John 5:14: “If we ask anything according to his will he hears us.” 

Prayer in Jesus’ name is not a blank check for health, money, success, or prosperity. It is prayer that 
reflects the priorities of Christ. Prayers for the spread of the gospel, for boldness, for holiness, for 
endurance in suffering, for wisdom, and for the salvation of the lost. 

Some have been wrongly taught that unanswered prayer is simply the result of weak faith. But Jesus 
anchors prayer, not in the strength of our desire, but in the will of God. The clearest way to learn how to 
pray according to His will is to read the Bible and let it shape your desires. 

And Jesus gives the purpose plainly: “that the Father may be glorified in the Son.” 

God answers prayer in ways that glorify Christ. Sometimes the answer is yes. Sometimes it is wait. 
Sometimes it is no. But in every answer, the Father is glorified through the Son. 

 

Main Takeaways 
Jesus is not merely the way to heaven, He is the only way to the Father. 

The goal of salvation is reconciliation and communion with God. 

Jesus speaks clearly, and His people should value clarity in their own speech. 

To see Jesus is to see the Father. 

The signs of Jesus confirm the identity of Jesus. 

The greater works of believers refer to the global spread of the gospel, not greater miracles than Christ. 

Praying in Jesus’ name means praying in alignment with His will, His character, and His mission. 

 

Closing Thought 
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John 14 is not merely a chapter about comfort. It is a chapter about clarity. Jesus comforts His disciples 
by showing them who He is. He is the way to the Father, the perfect revelation of the Father, the one 
whose works confirm His identity, and the one who now sends His people into the world with a gospel 
that will spread far beyond that upper room. 

And even now, the invitation remains the same. 

Come to the Father through the Son. 
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