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Ordered · God’s Design for Church Life

Order in Giving
A Posture, Not a Percentage

2  C O R I N T H I A N S  9 : 6 – 7

W H E R E  W E  A R E

Recap of the Series
e are in our series called Ordered: God’s Design for Church Life, where we are

looking at God’s design for the church and how we should function together. So

far we’ve covered the concept of worship — that it isn’t confined to a song but is a lifestyle,

though we should sing to God and to one another. We’ve covered polity, where we discussed

the reality that in the New Testament the church is clearly called, and demonstrated, to be

led by a group of Elders, not a Lead Pastor. This both protects the church and disciples the

church in the manner God intended.

We said in that message that we are to be Elder led, deacon served, and congregationally

informed. Our Elders are responsible for pastoring, protecting, and preaching. We are served by a

group the Bible calls deacons, who help disciple, lead ministries, and serve the body. And we are

congregationally informed — in other words, the leaders don’t make major decisions in a vacuum.

We are informed by the people we are shepherding, and we inform the people we shepherd of

what’s happening in our church, because we are all in this together.

Today we are talking about giving. God has a design for how we give and how we handle our

finances.

W H Y  T H I S  I S  H A R D  T O  T A L K  A B O U T

First, a Few Quotes
Before we begin, I want to read a few quotes to you from some prominent pastors — men whose

combined net worth runs well over a billion dollars.

“Expect a hundredfold return on whatever you give, whether it be words, faith, money, or any

other seed you plant.”

“Tithing is your insurance cover against destruction in whatever form.”

“Oh, I know you probably don’t have a thousand dollars, but vow it.”

P R E S S I N G  B R O K E  V I E W E R S  T O WA R D  A  $ 1 , 0 0 0  “ V O W  O F  FA I T H ”

“I want you to believe in me for a Falcon 7X — if the Lord Jesus Christ was physically on the

Earth today, He wouldn’t be riding a donkey. He’d be in an airplane !ying all over the world.”

A S K I N G  H I S  P E O P L E  T O  F U N D  A  $ 5 4  M I L L I O N  P R I VAT E  J E T

“You have two choices when it comes to the tithe according to Scripture. You can bring it, or you

can steal it.” — “God can’t accept leftovers.” — “If you don’t tithe, that’s an open door to

demons.”

“You withhold the tithe and what happens? A car breaks down. The washing machine… a storm

comes, a fence blows over. It’s amazing how many crazy things happen for people who withhold

the tithe — because you’ve become a legal target to the devourer.”

“There’s not a person in the Body of Christ who has become all that God wants them to be who has

disobeyed God in this particular area — in the area of "nances.”

Many of you have probably been exposed to teaching like this at some point in your life. And it

makes talking about giving particularly challenging, because so many “pastors” have used the

concept of giving to manipulate their people for their own gain. It’s made people — myself

included — brace themselves when the preacher stands up and talks about money. Yet the

Scripture is clear that God has a design for how we handle our finances.

The Bible talks about money more than almost any other subject. Sometimes it’s merely a

mention, other times a warning, and sometimes still an instruction. The goal today is simple: we

want to find out what God’s design for giving is, because His way is the right way. And I want to

start by tracing the idea of giving throughout the Bible.

❦

T R A C I N G  G I V I N G  ·  O N E

Giving in Genesis — Before the Law

Cain and Abel

The first time we see the idea of giving take place is directly after the fall. Cain and Abel are seen

bringing an offering of their resources to God. We don’t know exactly what prompted them, but

it was likely a learned behavior from their parents, Adam and Eve. Cain was a “worker of the

ground” and Abel a “keeper of the sheep.”

“In the course of time Cain brought to the LORD an offering of the fruit
of the ground, and Abel also brought of the firstborn of his flock and of
their fat portions. And the LORD had regard for Abel and his offering,
but for Cain and his offering he had no regard. So Cain was very angry,
and his face fell.”

G E N E S I S  4 : 3 – 5

The Bible doesn’t explicitly tell us why, but it says God had regard for Abel’s offering and not for

Cain’s. Many commentators — and the author of Hebrews — would say it’s because Abel’s

offering was done out of a heart of faith and devotion, while Cain’s was done out of obligation.

The sign in the text that shows this to be true is that Abel brought his "rstborn; Cain merely

brought “an offering.”

Melchizedek

Then in Genesis 14 we see Abraham winning a mini-war called the War of the Kings, and when

he is done we are introduced to an odd character in the Scripture named Melchizedek. For reasons

we won’t go into today, this man is believed to be Jesus, or a typology of Jesus. Regardless, he is a

Priest and a King in the region of ancient Jerusalem, and upon meeting him, Abraham gives him a

tenth of all his spoils from the war.

“And Melchizedek king of Salem brought out bread and wine. (He was
priest of God Most High.) And he blessed him and said, ‘Blessed be Abram
by God Most High, Possessor of heaven and earth; and blessed be God
Most High, who has delivered your enemies into your hand!’ And Abram
gave him a tenth of everything.”

G E N E S I S  1 4 : 1 8 – 2 0

He wasn’t obligated to. It was almost as if it were the natural thing to do upon meeting the priest-

king, this Jesus-like figure.

T R A C I N G  G I V I N G  ·  T W O

Giving in the Mosaic Law
Then we get to the time of Moses, and God gives the people of Israel the Law. With the Law He

gives not just instructions for how to live, but how to worship — there is the Ark of the

Covenant, the Tabernacle of Moses, offerings and sacrifices to be made, and priests to mediate

between God and the rest of the nation.

God divides the people up by tribe, based on lineage. Each tribe received a portion of land to work

and live on — except for one. Those from the Tribe of Levi, the Levites, were not given an

allotment of land; rather, they were scattered throughout everyone’s land. This was because the

Levites had a specific calling. They were the priests of Israel, scattered among forty-eight cities

throughout the nation. Their job was to minister to the people and to teach and uphold the Law.

(Important to note: all priests were Levites, but not all Levites were priests.)

Since the Levites didn’t receive an inheritance of land like the other tribes, God provided for them

differently. He instituted the tithe, requiring the other tribes to give a tenth of their produce and

livestock so the Levites could devote themselves to the work God had called them to without

having to farm their own land. Interestingly, this tithe wasn’t monetary — it was agricultural,

which makes sense, because that was what their economy was built from.

This is what is commonly referenced when Christians speak of tithing. But it isn’t all that Israel

was required to give. There were also festival celebrations, first-fruit and freewill offerings,

offerings to the poor, and various other sacrifices. So here is my point: the Law didn’t expect Israel

to merely give ten percent of their income. It was likely — depending on how you count it —

upwards of twenty-three percent, and it wasn’t just “income.” The important thing to see is that

God is the One who said, I want you to give generously, so that My people can be cared for, so that

worship happens rightly, and so that My house can function on all cylinders.

T R A C I N G  G I V I N G  ·  T H R E E

Giving in David’s Life
David lived under the Mosaic Law. He knew the tithe. He knew the sacrifices. But one of the

most revealing moments in his life comes in 2 Samuel 24. After David sins, God sends judgment

on the nation. When the judgment comes to an end, David is instructed to build an altar on the

threshing floor of Araunah. Araunah offers to give David everything for free — the land, the oxen,

the wood. But David refuses.

“But the king said to Araunah, ‘No, but I will buy it from you for a price. I
will not offer burnt offerings to the LORD my God that cost me nothing.’
So David bought the threshing floor and the oxen for fifty shekels of
silver.”

2  S A M U E L  2 4 : 2 4

This reveals two things about the heart posture of giving in the nation at that time. Araunah

wanted to give freely — he didn’t want to profit from the sacrifice to the Lord; he wanted to

sacrifice. And David didn’t want to give the Lord something that didn’t cost him, something with

no value. It serves as a snapshot of Israel at that time: they had a devotion in their hearts for the

Lord, and it manifested in sacrifice.

T R A C I N G  G I V I N G  ·  F O U R

Giving in the Prophets
The prophets’ primary complaint wasn’t that Israel wasn’t giving anything. It was that their

giving had become empty religion. They were tithing and sacrificing while taking advantage of the

people and living however they wanted. It was sacrifice void of devotion.

“‘What to me is the multitude of your sacrifices?’ says the LORD; ‘I have
had enough of burnt offerings of rams and the fat of well-fed beasts; I do
not delight in the blood of bulls, or of lambs, or of goats.’”

I S A I A H  1 : 1 1

“I hate, I despise your feasts, and I take no delight in your solemn
assemblies. Even though you offer me your burnt offerings and grain
offerings, I will not accept them; and the peace offerings of your fattened
animals, I will not look upon them.”

A M O S  5 : 2 1 – 2 2

“For I desire steadfast love and not sacrifice, the knowledge of God rather
than burnt offerings.”

H O S E A  6 : 6

Then by the time Malachi writes — the last of the prophets — Israel had gone from performing

the sacrifices with a dead heart to forsaking the sacrifices altogether. They are barely offering

anything, and when they do, it’s the lame and the sick animals. God says they are robbing Him.

Though it was always about the heart, the offerings had become the picture of their heart: lame,

sick, and blind.

“Will man rob God? Yet you are robbing me. But you say, ‘How have we
robbed you?’ In your tithes and contributions. You are cursed with a curse,
for you are robbing me, the whole nation of you. Bring the full tithe into
the storehouse, that there may be food in my house. And thereby put me
to the test, says the LORD of hosts, if I will not open the windows of
heaven for you and pour down for you a blessing until there is no more
need.”

M A L A C H I  3 : 8 – 1 0

T H E  T H R E A D  S O  F A R

The Theme of Giving
I would like to point out that the theme here in the Prophets wasn’t that they weren’t giving the

right percentage — it was that they were doing it divorced from affection and devotion, which led

ultimately to them doing the opposite of David. They were only giving what didn’t cost them

anything.

P A U S E  &  E X A M I N E

God doesn’t want your money without your
heart.
Israel proved you can keep every ritual and still lose the thing the ritual was for. You

can bring the right percentage with the wrong heart — and God calls that robbery,

not worship.

Is my giving still a sacrifice… or has it quietly become something that costs

me nothing?

T R A C I N G  G I V I N G  ·  F I V E

Giving in the Gospels
In the Gospels, Jesus talks a ton about money. He rebukes the religious leaders multiple times for

taking advantage of God’s people and God’s system to line their own pockets, saying they had

turned His house into a den of thieves.

“He said to them, ‘It is written, “My house shall be called a house of
prayer,” but you make it a den of robbers.’”

M AT T H E W  2 1 : 1 3

He gives parables on the deceitfulness of riches. In the Parable of the Sower, He explains that

some will hear the gospel and receive it with joy, but fall away because of the deceitfulness of

riches.

“But the cares of the world and the deceitfulness of riches and the desires
for other things enter in and choke the word, and it proves unfruitful.”

M A R K  4 : 1 9

In the Parable of the Rich Fool, He cautions us not to be the man who hoards his wealth in his

barns until his final day.

“But God said to him, ‘Fool! This night your soul is required of you, and
the things you have prepared, whose will they be?’ So is the one who lays
up treasure for himself and is not rich toward God.”

L U K E  1 2 : 2 0 – 2 1

And in the Parable of the Talents, He calls us to steward our resources well, regardless of how

much we have. Jesus also says hard things — like this:

“Again I tell you, it is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle
than for a rich person to enter the kingdom of God.”

M AT T H E W  1 9 : 2 4

He calls us to store up for ourselves treasure in heaven by doing good in secret. He says we should

give, pray, and fast in the secret place, because our Father who sees all will reward us. He calls us to

invest more into heavenly rewards, because where our treasure is, there our heart is also.

“Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust
destroy and where thieves break in and steal, but lay up for yourselves
treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys and where
thieves do not break in and steal. For where your treasure is, there your
heart will be also.”

M AT T H E W  6 : 1 9 – 2 1

He actually quotes that verse from Hosea twice, calling people back to the heart — “I desire

steadfast love and not sacrifice, the knowledge of God rather than burnt offerings” (Matthew

9:13; 12:7). And He would tell us that it is more blessed to give than to receive.

“In all things I have shown you that by working hard in this way we must
help the weak and remember the words of the Lord Jesus, how he himself
said, ‘It is more blessed to give than to receive.’”

A C T S  2 0 : 3 5

For Jesus, there was an inherent danger that comes with wealth. It doesn’t mean it’s wrong to be

rich or to have wealth — it just comes with a level of temptation unique to it. Alcohol is a good

example: it is inherently dangerous, but that doesn’t mean it can’t be handled rightly. One thing

to note is that although Jesus talks about money and wealth constantly, He does not really speak

directly on the tithe — unless it’s to rebuke someone for tithing with a dead heart.

T R A C I N G  G I V I N G  ·  S I X

Giving in Acts
This one is fascinating, because the word “tithe” is never mentioned — yet people are giving like

crazy. In Acts 2, directly after the church explodes on the day of Pentecost, Luke describes what

the church is doing.

“And all who believed were together and had all things in common. And
they were selling their possessions and belongings and distributing the
proceeds to all, as any had need.”

A C T S  2 : 4 4 – 4 5

It doesn’t say that everyone tithed, or that everyone sold everything they had. It just says that

people gave — radically, generously, and with a heart of abundance. This feels like Abraham and

Melchizedek all over again: they met Jesus, and the reaction was to give. In Acts 4, Luke writes of

the church:

“Now the full number of those who believed were of one heart and soul,
and no one said that any of the things that belonged to him was his own,
but they had everything in common.”

A C T S  4 : 3 2

Here is the point: people got saved, and they were set free from their possessions. You can be rich

and not owned by your possessions, and you can be poor and owned by everything you have. We

then see people selling land and possessions and giving the proceeds to the apostles to put into the

common pot, to be allocated as needed. By Acts 6, that same money was being used to provide

daily food and care for the hurting and the oppressed. And in Acts 11, one of the prophets at the

church in Antioch predicted a famine was coming, so the disciples decided to raise money and

send it to the church in Judea to help them stay afloat. Look at the language:

“So the disciples determined, every one according to his ability, to send
relief to the brothers living in Judea.”

A C T S  1 1 : 2 9

T R A C I N G  G I V I N G  ·  S E V E N

Giving in the Epistles
By this point, the model in Acts has already taken hold. Christians were giving money to the

elders of the church in their city, both to care for those within the church and for those

ministering. So the writers of the epistles expound on this quite a bit — but again, the “tithe” is

never mentioned. They didn’t teach Christians to tithe; they taught them, like Jesus did, to

steward well and live generously. Paul teaches that those who labor in preaching and teaching

should be financially supported by the church (1 Corinthians 9; 1 Timothy 5), and he urges

churches to give generously to care for believers in need, especially the poor (Romans 15;

Galatians 2). Out of that, five marks of Christian giving emerge:

i. Give Regularly

“Now concerning the collection for the saints: as I directed the churches of Galatia,
so you also are to do. On the first day of every week, each of you is to put
something aside and store it up, as he may prosper, so that there will be no
collecting when I come.”
1  C O R I N T H I A N S  1 6 : 1 – 2

ii. Give According to Your Means

“So now finish doing it as well, so that your readiness in desiring it may be matched
by your completing it out of what you have. For if the readiness is there, it is
acceptable according to what a person has, not according to what he does not
have.”
2  C O R I N T H I A N S  8 : 1 1 – 1 2

iii. Give Willingly, Not Under Compulsion

“So I thought it necessary to urge the brothers to go on ahead to you and arrange in
advance for the gift you have promised, so that it may be ready as a willing gift, not
as an exaction.”
2  C O R I N T H I A N S  9 : 5

iv. Give Cheerfully

“The point is this: whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever
sows bountifully will also reap bountifully. Each one must give as he has decided in
his heart, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.”
2  C O R I N T H I A N S  9 : 6 – 7

v. Give Generously

“And God is able to make all grace abound to you, so that having all sufficiency in
all things at all times, you may abound in every good work… You will be enriched
in every way to be generous in every way, which through us will produce
thanksgiving to God.”
2  C O R I N T H I A N S  9 : 8 ,  1 1

The New Testament standard of
giving is not a percentage — it is a

posture.

B R I N G I N G  I T  H O M E

General Thoughts on Money & Giving

Money is a tool and a test.

It is a tool to be used to care for you, your family, and the people of God. It is a tool to advance the

kingdom of God — and without money, the kingdom doesn’t function the way God intended.

But it is also a test, because it reveals who we worship, who we trust, and ultimately who we love

the most. Money can expose the matters of the heart; it gives us a great litmus test of what is really

going on internally.

We are called to steward, not simply to give.

The Bible says the earth is the Lord’s and everything in it. Our mindset has to shift from “I’m

giving my ten percent” to “I’m stewarding one hundred percent.” It’s a different way of thinking.

It’s all the Lord’s money — what would He like me to do with it? How should I manage it? The

only way to answer that question is to pray and read your Bible, so you have a better

understanding of what the Lord would ask of you.

Wealth is not evil, nor are Christians who have wealth.

We want God-fearing, God-honoring Christians to be among the wealthy ones in this world.

The New Testament standard is a posture, not a percentage.

What the New Testament names is a posture: a heart full of gratitude, trust, generosity, and

devotion — a heart owned by God, not by money or possessions. That posture, applied honestly,

will in most cases produce giving well beyond ten percent, not well short of it. And if the goal is to

anchor giving in the Old Testament, intellectual honesty requires noting that Israel was actually

giving twenty to twenty-five percent when all required giving is accounted for — not ten.

The Old Testament model is a good starting point.

I put this here for those who need something practical. When God was concerned with taking

care of the house of God and the ministers of God, the base number was ten percent. We’ve

already discussed why it’s not as simple to apply that today, but I think it’s a really fair starting

point if you just need to pick a number to begin with. Where I would challenge you is this: don’t

get complacent like the Israelites, who gave but stopped making it a sacrifice and stopped tying it

to devotion. I would encourage everyone to reassess every so often. The truth is, you can give ten

percent and not feel it, give twenty percent with a dead heart, or give ten percent and have it be a

real challenge — but you’re giving it faithfully, as unto the Lord.

❦

T H E  A N S W E R

So What Is God’s Design for Our Giving?
God’s design for our giving is that it would be frequent, generous, cheerful, sacrificial, and

without compulsion. It is to be given to the church and distributed with accountability,



without compulsion. It is to be given to the church and distributed with accountability,

wherever the collective needs are.

God doesn’t want your money
without your heart.

C O M M U N I O N

We ultimately give because Christ gave His life for us.


