
WHAT’S IN THE MIDDLE? 
 

NUMBERS 2:2–3, 17 NKJV “Everyone of the children 
of Israel shall camp by his own standard, beside the 
emblems of his father’s house; they shall camp some 
distance from the tabernacle of meeting. On the east 
side, toward the rising of the sun, THOSE OF THE 
STANDARD OF THE FORCES WITH JUDAH SHALL 
CAMP…And the tabernacle of meeting shall move 
out with the camp of the Levites IN THE MIDDLE OF 
THE CAMPS…” 

PSALM 100:4 NKJV - “Enter into His gates with 
thanksgiving, And INTO HIS COURTS WITH PRAISE. 
Be thankful to Him, and bless His name.” 

 

INTRODUCTION: WHAT’S IN THE MIDDLE? 

When God brought Israel out of the iron furnace of 
Egypt, He wasn't just staging an exit strategy. He 



wasn't merely delivering them from something—He 
was bringing them into something. 

• Egypt had schooled them in the art of survival.  
• Egypt taught them how slaves think, how slaves 

walk, how slaves live.  
• For four hundred long, exhausting years, Pharaoh 

sat at the absolute center of their existence.  
• Brickmaking was at the center.  
• Bondage was at the center.  
• Fear was at the center. 

Then God marches them out into the wilderness, 
sets up His divine blueprint, and starts rearranging 
their entire universe. 

He gives Moses strict instructions regarding the 
Tabernacle. It was to be set up first before any 
other tent or camp. HIS PRESENCE WAS THE 
PRIORITY! 

Then He commands where every single tribe must set 
up camp. This tribe to the north. That tribe to the 
south. Levites right here. Judah right there. 



Understand this: Nothing was accidental: 

THE GEOGRAPHY WAS THEOLOGY. 

If you could have taken a bird’s-eye view from the top 
of Mount Sinai and looked down upon the sprawling 
camp of Israel, one unmistakable truth would have 
pierced through the desert dust: 

GOD PLACED HIMSELF IN THE VERY MIDDLE. 

The Tabernacle wasn't built on the outskirts. God 
didn't position Himself on the fringe of their existence 
as an afterthought. His Presence was not a 
weekend retreat they visited when convenience 
allowed. Everything in Israel was rhythmically 
arranged around the glory of God. 

• Their tents faced Him. 
• Their movements tracked Him. 
• Their worship approached Him. 
• Their identity flowed from Him. 



God was making an uncompromising, line-in-the-
sand declaration: “I will not be an accessory to 
your life. I will be the center of your life.” 

That confronts us with the ultimate question: 
What’s in your MIDDLE? 

Because whatever occupies your middle 
eventually governs your circumference.  

• Whatever sits at the center dictates the order—or 
the chaos—of everything surrounding it.  

• Show me what holds the middle of your heart, and 
I will show you what controls the destiny of your 
life. 

 

1. HIS PRESENCE HAS TO BE IN THE MIDDLE 

Look at Numbers 2:17: And the tabernacle of 
meeting shall move out with the camp of the 
Levites in the middle of the camps… 

• God deliberately anchored His dwelling place 
dead-center. 



• Before Israel possessed permanent houses, God 
established His house.  

• Before they conquered cities, they possessed 
Presence.  

• Before they built a palace, they had a Tabernacle.  
• Before they crowned a king, they had the Glory in 

the middle! 

He was establishing the foundational law of Kingdom 
life: EVERYTHING MUST REVOLVE AROUND THE 
PRESENCE. 

• Modern religion has turned this upside down.  
• We build our lives, manufacture our plans, lock in 

our schedules, and then ask God to slide in and 
stamp it with a blessing.  

• We construct our elaborate cathedrals and 
politely ask Him to visit them. 

Israel was handed a radically different pattern. 
You don’t build the city and squeeze the 
Tabernacle into a corner. You establish the 
Presence first—and then every other area of your 



life finds its rightful place around Him. God wasn't 
just one tent among thousands; He was the sole 
reason the thousands knew where to pitch their 
stakes. 

Moses knew this down to his marrow. Look at 
Exodus 33:15: “If Your Presence does not go with 
us, do not bring us up from here.” 

 

Moses stood before the Almighty and essentially 
said: “God, if I have to choose between Your 
promised real estate and Your personal Presence, 
keep the land! I choose Your Presence!” 

Why? Because… 

• The Promised Land without Presence is just 
contested ground. 

• Success without Presence is nothing more than 
temporary achievement. 

• Preaching without Presence is just performance 
art. 



• Worship without Presence is merely musical 
noise. 

• Church without Presence is an empty corporate 
organization. 

• Ministry without Presence is nothing but religious 
machinery. 

IT IS THE PRESENCE, AND THE PRESENCE ALONE, 
THAT GIVES WEIGHT TO EVERYTHING ELSE. 

 

2. THE PRESENCE IS IN THE MIDDLE, BUT JUDAH IS 
AT THE APPROACH 

Now watch how the blueprint unfolds. Numbers 2:3 
tells us “the east side, toward the rising of the sun, 
those of the standard of the forces with Judah 
shall camp…” 

• Judah is stationed precisely on the eastern 
border.  



• And when you check the layout of the Tabernacle, 
the only entrance into the courtyard faced—
where? East 

• Every Israelite had to physically trek through 
Judah’s campsite to present an offering.  

• The prophetic picture is screaming at us! 
Standing at the singular gateway to the Glory sits 
the tribe of Judah. 

Then David picks up the spiritual key in Psalm 100:4: 
“Enter into His gates with thanksgiving, and into 
His courts with praise.” 

• Now watch the picture come alive in power! 
• The Presence is anchored in the middle.  
• Judah is stationed at the gate.  
• And the Psalmist declares that the gate opens to 

thanksgiving and praise. 

YOU HAVE TO COME THROUGH JUDAH! 

Not as a geographical requirement, but as a 
spiritual posture!  



• You cannot stay wrapped up in yourself and 
simultaneously encounter Him.  

• Praise strips off your self-absorption 
• Praise pulls your eyes off the chaos surrounding 

you, and fixes your gaze squarely on the One in 
the middle! 

 

THE MYSTERY & ETYMOLOGY OF JUDAH 

Let’s blow the roof off this text and look at what is 
hidden in the original language. 

The Hebrew name Judah is  יְהוּדָה (Yehudah). Look 
at the letters! It is a divine compound structure. 

Yehudah (יְהוּדָה) = YHVH (יהוה) + Dalet (ד) 

• Spelled out in Hebrew, Yehudah contains every 
single letter of the sacred, four-letter Covenant 
Name of God—the Tetragrammaton (יהוה, 
YHVH)—with one single letter inserted right into 
the middle: the Hebrew letter Dalet (ד). 



• In ancient pictographic Hebrew, Dalet literally 
represents a door or an entranceway! 

Do you see the theological bomb dropping right 
here? JUDAH IS YHVH BEHIND A DOOR!  

• Judah literally means "God at the Gateway. 
• Praise is the open door where the Covenant Lord 

steps through to manifest His glory! 

Now drill deeper into the root verb.  

Yehudah comes from Yadah (יָדָה), which springs 
directly from the Hebrew noun Yad (יָד)—meaning 
"the hand." 

• In Hebrew, praise is never an abstract thought or 
a passive internal feeling.  

• Praise is physical, directional, and explosive! 

 

Yadah carries three raw physical dimensions: 

(1). "To Throw, Cast, or Launch" (Praise as a 
Weapon) 



• In its primitive root sense, Yadah means to throw 
out, to cast down, or to shoot an arrow from a 
bow! 

• When you open your mouth in worship in the 
middle of a furnace, you aren't just humming a 
melody—you are launching spiritual arrows 
directly into the enemy's camp!  

Praise is not a defensive reaction; praise is an 
offensive missile! 

 

(2). "To Extend the Hands" (Dropping the H) 

If you drop the Hey and look at the ancient variant 
forms of Yad / Yada, the word centers explicitly on 
stretching out or throwing up the hands. 

• It is the posture of Total Surrender—like a soldier 
throwing up their hands, declaring: "I yield! I stop 
fighting in my own flesh!" 



• It is the posture of Childlike Reach—stretching 
up to a Heavenly Father, acknowledging: "You are 
God, and I am not." 

(3). "Fullness & Pregnancy" 

In ancient biblical thought, the hand (Yad) 
represented capacity and power. When a vessel or 
hand is filled to capacity, it leads to pregnant 
fullness and overflow. 

• Praise is what makes the heart become so 
pregnant with the revelation of who God is that it 
can no longer contain it—it has to break open in 
public overflow! 

Praise is not an emotional mood switch; Praise is 
robust theology! 

• Your circumstances scream: "He forgot you!" 
— Judah roars: "He is faithful!" 

• Your anxiety whispers: "You are surrounded!" 
— Judah declares: "He is my fortress!” 



• Your body says: "It’s over!" — Judah shouts: 
"He is the Resurrection and the Life!" 

Praise is that decisive, defiant moment when you 
stand up in the middle of your trial, throw up your 
hands (Yadah), launch your arrow (Yadah), and 
announce: "MY CIRCUMSTANCES DO NOT GET TO 
DEFINE ME OR MY GOD!" 

 

3. PRAISE CHANGES WHAT IS IN THE MIDDLE 

Look at Leah’s journey - this will break regional 
bondage off your life! Her first three sons expose a 
broken, codependent woman whose heart is held 
hostage by rejection. 

• REUBEN (Genesis 29:32): “The LORD has surely 
looked on my affliction. Now therefore, my 
husband will love me.” What’s in her middle? 
Jacob. 

• SIMEON (Genesis 29:33): “Because the LORD has 
heard that I am unloved…” What’s in her middle? 
Her rejection. 



• LEVI (Genesis 29:34): “Now this time my husband 
will become attached to me…” What’s in her 
middle? Still Jacob! Still desperate for human 
approval! 

For three births, she tried to use children to force 
an earthly man to fill a heaven-sized void in her 
soul. 

THEN SHE GETS PREGNANT A FOURTH TIME. She 
steps into the labor room, pushes through the 
pain, looks at the newborn babe, and something 
shifts in the realm of the spirit! 

Jacob didn't change. Rachel didn't change. Her 
home environment didn't change. LEAH 
CHANGED. 

She looks past Jacob, looks past her pain, and 
declares in Genesis 29:35: “NOW I WILL PRAISE THE 
LORD!” And she named him JUDAH. 

• Jacob’s name completely disappears from her 
mouth!  



• She stopped obsessing over the man who 
wouldn't love her and started magnifying the God 
who always had!  

• She moved from empty human codependency 
into a heart pregnant with the overflow (Yadah) of 
God's goodness! 

That is what Judah does! Praise doesn't always alter 
what is happening around you right away - praise 
changes who occupies the center within you! 

For three sons, Jacob held her middle. But when 
Judah hit the atmosphere, GOD TOOK THE 
MIDDLE! 

• Some of you have allowed a divorce to hold your 
middle.  

• You’ve allowed a betrayal, a bankruptcy, or a 
diagnosis to sit on the throne of your heart.  

• But today, Judah is stepping into the room to 
shout: "NOW I WILL PRAISE THE LORD!" 

PRAISE REORIENTS YOU TOWARD THE PRESENCE 



Psalm 100:4 - “Enter into His gates with 
thanksgiving, and into His courts with praise…” 

• Notice the action word: ENTER. 
• Praise is the vehicle that moves you out of self-

preoccupation and thrusts you into conscious 
awareness of God. 

Listen closely:  

• Praise doesn't manufacture God’s Presence - He 
is already omnipresent!  

• Praise manufactures your awareness of His 
Presence.  

• Praise doesn't twist God’s arm or manipulate His 
throne; praise realigns your broken heart!  

• It doesn't drag God down to your level; it lifts your 
eyes off your storm and seats you with Him in 
heavenly places! 

That’s why you can drag yourself into the house of 
God on a Sunday morning, weighed down by a 
mountain of bills, emotional exhaustion, and 



hellish pressure—and five minutes into high 
praise, something breaks! 

• The bill is still in your wallet.  
• The trial is still on your desk.  
• The circumstance hasn't moved an inch.  
• But suddenly, your problem is no longer sitting in 

the middle—GOD IS! 

 

4. PRAISE PREPARES THE WAY FOR WARFARE 

When God gets ready to move His people, look at the 
order of march. 

Numbers 10:14 declares: “The standard of the 
camp of the children of Judah set out first…” 

• When Israel broke camp, JUDAH MARCHED 
FIRST. 

 

Turn over to Judges 1:1–2. Joshua is dead. The 
Canaanites are occupying the land. Israel cries 



out: "Who shall go up first for us against the 
Canaanites to fight against them?" 

And Jehovah answers: “JUDAH SHALL GO UP!” 

• Whenever warfare breaks out, the divine strategy 
remains unchanged: 

• Before you send your military strategy—Send 
Judah! 

• Before you send your human opinions—Send 
Judah! 

• Before you roll out your financial panel—Send 
Judah! 

• Before you step into tomorrow’s battlefield—
SEND JUDAH AHEAD OF YOU! 

Why? Because PRAISE SETTLES IN YOUR SPIRIT 
WHO ACTUALLY OWNS THE VICTORY BEFORE A 
SINGLE SWORD IS DRAWN!  

• Praise doesn't ignore the battle; praise strips the 
battle of its power to dictate who God is! 

 



PRAISE CHANGES THE ATMOSPHERE OF BATTLE 

• Look at King Jehoshaphat in 2 Chronicles 20. 
• A massive, triple-headed coalition of enemy 

armies is marching through the valley to erase 
Judah from the map. They are wildly 
outnumbered. 

• God speaks through a prophet: "The battle is not 
yours, but God’s." 

Then Jehoshaphat executes a military strategy that 
makes zero sense to human reason, but commands 
absolute power in the spirit realm! 

2 Chronicles 20:21: “…he appointed those who 
should sing to the LORD, and who should praise 
the beauty of holiness, as they went out before the 
army…” 

• He put the worshippers front and center! PRAISE 
WENT FIRST! 



Now look at verse 22: “Now when they began to 
sing and to praise, the LORD set ambushes against 
the people…” 

• They didn't wait to see the corpses of their 
enemies before they opened their mouths—they 
launched the arrow of praise (Yadah) into the 
atmosphere while the enemy was still advancing! 

• Anyone can scream after the Red Sea splits—
Faith praises while Pharaoh’s chariots are closing 
in! 

• Anyone can shout after Goliath is decapitated—
Faith roars while the giant is still bellowing 
threats! 

• Anyone can rejoice after Lazarus walks out of the 
tomb—Faith worships while the stone is still cold 
and sealed! 

JUDAH GOES FIRST! 

 

5. PRAISE BREAKS THE PRISON MENTALITY 



Fast forward to Acts 16. Paul and Silas aren't 
sitting in an air-conditioned sanctuary. Their 
backs are shredded from Roman whips. Their feet 
are locked in wooden stocks. They are buried in 
the deepest, darkest dungeon of Philippi. 

It’s pitch black. It’s midnight. 

Acts 16:25: “But at midnight Paul and Silas were 
praying and singing hymns to God…” 

• They didn't wait for the angel to turn the key before 
they lifted their voice. They praised God while the 
blood was still wet on their backs! They threw up 
their hands (Yadah) in the dark! 

• “Suddenly there was a great earthquake…” 
Chains fell off! Prison doors flew open! 

Hear this principle: IF YOU CAN PRAISE GOD WHILE 
YOU ARE STILL INSIDE THE STORM, THE STORM 
LOSES THE POWER TO GET INSIDE OF YOU! 

• Rome had Paul in a prison, but the prison couldn't 
get into Paul!  



• Caesar could dictate where his physical body sat, 
but Caesar couldn't touch who sat on the throne 
of his heart! 

 

JUDAH ULTIMATELY BRINGS US TO JESUS 

Now trace the red thread all the way home! Judah 
began as Leah’s radical altar of praise: "Now I will 
praise the LORD!" Judah grew into a mighty tribe. 
Judah became the royal lineage of King David. 

Genesis 49:10 promised: “The scepter shall not 
depart from Judah…” 

And out of the fiery root of Judah stepped JESUS 
CHRIST OF NAZARETH! 

Revelation 5:5 echoes through the halls of eternity: 
“Behold, the Lion of the tribe of Judah, the Root of 
David, has prevailed…” 

 

WHEN GOD GETS THE MIDDLE, EVERYTHING 
FINDS ITS PLACE 



Look down upon that wilderness camp one final time. 

Every single tribe had a designated coordinate: 

• Judah to the East. 
• Reuben to the South. 
• Ephraim to the West. 
• Dan to the North. 

Why? Because when the center is sovereignly 
established, everything on the outer edge falls into 
perfect divine alignment!  

ORDER FLOWS FROM THE CENTER. 

We spend our entire lives begging God to fix our outer 
circumstances: 

• "Fix my marriage!" 
• "Fix my bank account!" 
• "Fix my anxiety!" 
• "Fix my career!" 

And Almighty God looks at us and says: “LET ME 
FIX YOUR MIDDLE!” 



You cannot fix the outer boundaries of your life 
while ignoring the throne of your heart! 

 

CLOSING: WHAT’S IN YOUR MIDDLE? 

That is the prophetic word over your life today: GET 
GOD BACK IN THE MIDDLE! 

• Put Him back in the middle of your marriage! 
• Put Him back in the middle of your parenting! 
• Put Him back in the middle of your finances! 
• Put Him back in the middle of your ministry! 
• Put Him back in the middle of your mind! 

What’s sitting in your middle today? 


