DON'T SLEEP THROUGH THE SHIFT

A Prophetic Wake-Up Call for a Church on the Edge of Eternity

Text: Romans 13:11 - “And do this, knowing the time, that now it is high time to awake out of
sleep; for now our salvation is nearer than when we first believed.”

1 Samuel 3:1-4 (NKJV)

1 Now the boy Samuel ministered to the Lord before Eli. And the word of the Lord was rare in
those days; there was no widespread revelation.

2 And it came to pass at that time, while Eli was lying down in his place, and when his eyes had
begun to grow so dim that he could not see,

3 and before the lamp of God went out in the tabernacle of the Lord where the ark of God was,
and while Samuel was lying down,

4 that the Lord called Samuel. And he answered, “"Here | am!”

INTRODUCTION: The Clock Is Ticking—Do You Hear It?

In December of 1862, Abraham Lincoln addressed Congress during America’s greatest internal
conflict and declared:

“The dogmas of the quiet past are inadequate to the stormy present... We must think anew and
act anew.”

That wasn't just a political address—it was a prophetic summons, and | believe the same voice is
thundering now—not from Washington, but from the throne of God.

Charles Spurgeon said: “Discernment is not knowing the difference between right and wrong.
It is knowing the difference between right and almost right.”

And Augustine of Hippo warned us centuries earlier: “God has promised pardon to your
repentance, but He has not promised tomorrow to your procrastination.”

We are standing in a divine shift, a tipping point in history.
Prophetic tremors are shaking the nations, and yet much of the Church is asleep.

Jesus rebuked His generation for being able to discern the weather, but not the signs of the
times (Matthew 16:3).



Yet God highlights Issachar in 1 Chronicles 12:32 because they "understood the times and
knew what Israel ought to do."

Where are the Issachars today?

POINT I: If You Snooze, You Lose the Season

Sleeping saints miss shifting seasons
This is a kairos moment—not just chronos time.

Spiritual sleep is more dangerous than spiritual warfare because missed moments become
memorials of regret.

Prophetic Insight: Those who ignore divine timing forfeit divine favor. There is a
cost to spiritual lethargy.

Power Statement: “God won’t awaken a Church that refuses to admit it’s asleep.”

POINT II: You Can’t Carry Authority While Dozing Through Destiny

You can’t drive Kingdom advancement with your eyes closed.

Eli slept while the lamp of God went out.
The lamp was going out at the same time Eli's vision was going dim!

Power statement: The danger isn’t an absent priest, but a blind one.

But Samuel, alert and available, heard God in the dark.

Hearing God in the Dark Requires Proximity

Samuel was near the ark, the place of God's presence. His position determined his
perception.

A generation that hears God in the dark won't be far from the altar — they will camp near His
presence, even when others drift away.

This is why God is stirring hunger among young people, raising prayer rooms, fueling worship



nights, and birthing revival fire on campuses.

Power statement: Where you rest determines what you hear.

Prophetic Insight: Destiny doesn’t rest on the drowsy. Mantles are falling, but only
the alert will receive them.

Power Statement: Heaven's alignment demands human alertness.

POINT IllI: Discernment Is the Difference Between Delay and Destiny

Sight determines strategy!

The Issachar didn't fight with swords—they fought with sight.

Sight Is Greater Than Sword:

When the tribes gathered in 1 Chronicles 12 to make David king, the text lists out the warriors each
tribe brought: thousands of men armed with shields, spears, bows, and swords. These were literal
fighting forces ready to defend Israel with military might.

But when the writer comes to the sons of Issachar, it doesn't list weapons or numbers of soldiers.
Instead, it highlights their unique contribution:

“..the sons of Issachar who had understanding of the times, to know what Israel ought to do...” (1
Chron. 12:32, NKJV)

In other words: The other tribes brought force. Issachar brought foresight.
They didn't show up with steel in their hands — they showed up with sight in their spirit.

Their value wasn't in fighting the enemy directly, but in interpreting the times and giving
direction to all the other warriors.

Why Sight Is Greater



A sword can kill an enemy, but sight can prevent a war before it even begins.
A sword can take down one opponent, but sight can mobilize an entire nation toward victory.
Armies win battles, but vision wins kingdoms.

Issachar was essentially saying: “Let the other tribes swing their swords. We’ll give them clarity
on when, where, and how to swing.”

They understood what to do—and when to do it.

Prophetic Insight: Being out of sync with God'’s timing is just as dangerous as
being out of His will.

Power Statement: You can have truth and still lose the battle if you miss the timing.

POINT IV: Prophetic Eyes See Past the Panic

Headlines confuse, but Heaven clarifies.

Elijah saw the cloud while others saw drought.
Daniel read the writing others ignored.
Jesus saw the hour while the disciples saw the crowd.

Prophetic Insight: God is raising up voices who don’t just react to chaos but reveal
clarity.

Power Statement: Scroll less. See more. React less. Reveal more.

POINT V: Silence Is Not Sanctified—It's Compromise in Costume

Now is the time to stand, speak, and shine.

John the Baptist cried in the wilderness—not whispered in the shadows.
Elijah didn't retreat from Jezebel—he confronted her.

Prophetic Insight: Silence in the face of deception isn't wisdom—it's betrayal.



Power Statement: God never called us to blend in—we were born to burn.

POINT VI: You Can't Fight What You're Sleeping Through

If the Church is napping, the culture will be hijacked.

Matthew 13:25: "While men slept, the enemy sowed tares.”
Evil grows unchecked when watchmen grow weary.

Prophetic Insight: While we slumber, Satan seeds the soil of society with
deception.

Power Statement: A passive Church empowers a perverse culture.

POINT VII: What You Don’t Discern Will Eventually Destroy You

Revelation without recognition leads to ruin.
Eve was deceived not through force—but subtlety.
Deception thrives in the absence of discernment.

Prophetic Insight: Discernment is the guardian of your destiny.

When you miss the timing, you can mess up the triumph.

POINT VIllI: Sleepy Saints Birth Silent Seasons

When the watchmen are weary, the enemy walks in.

Dormancy delays demonstration.
Watchmen are gatekeepers of awakening.

Prophetic Insight: A sleeping Church delays prophetic fulfillment.



Power Statement:“Awakening always precedes advancing.”

POINT IX: Shifts Don’t Wait for Slackers
God moves at the speed of obedience and hunger

New wineskins are required for the new outpouring.

Prophetic Insight: Shifts are sudden. You don’t prepare in the moment—you
prepare for the moment.

Power Statement: You can't carry a fresh word with stale wine.

POINT X: The Shift Will Separate the Casual from the Called

This isn't a moment for comfort—it's a mandate for movement.”

The shaking isn't random—it's revelatory.

The sifting is separating the passionate from the passive.

Prophetic Insight: God is marking the Issachars—those who see the shift and seize
the season.

Power Statement: This is not the season for applause—it’'s the season for
alignment.”

< FINAL DECLARATION:
I will not nap through the noise.
1 will not slumber through the shaking.

I will not sleep through the shift.



I am an Issachar in my generation.



