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The church, unified for His glory

1. The church displays unity for His glory (Eph 3:20-21)
2. The church protects unity with one another (vv. 4:7-3)
3. The church finds unity around God (vv. 4:4-6)

1. To be unified in the church body is to first be unified with God. Are there
ways you are saying you are following Christ, but not showing you are
following Christ? The most extreme way this is lived out is through
hypocrisy or ignoring blind spots when they are brought up to you, but
there are lesser ways we live this out too. What might those look like?

2. Maturing in Christ is one of the ways we go from the old man to the new
man. Pastor Jake gave a very insightful comment to help us mature in
Christ. He said, “To the degree you are self-aware (of your sin) is the
degree to which you are a threat to the church.” Meaning, if you don’t
know where your personal sin lies then you don't know how to battle them
and to keep them from harming the unity in the church. How has God
taught you to be more self-aware in the sense of protecting the church?

3. Similar to the previous question you might ask yourself "Am I offending
people or how easily am I offended by others?” These kinds of questions
can be helpful to identifying the root sin of the issue (ex. Unforgiveness)
rather than the fruit of the issue (ex. I can't be around them).
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For believers, the unity of the body is a great encouragement as it gives
assurance that God is at work. One faith, one Lord, one baptism, one God
and Father are all working together for His glory and your good. Take a
moment to rejoice in your hope, your salvation, your ability to live for your
new master in heaven! Take a moment to pray for salvation for those who
do not share in this unity as you do.

Are you encouraged by the body of Christ. Have you seen the work of God
through you and around you recently? Believing the best about others,
willing to love others where they are at spiritually, preferring others over
yourself, willing to suffer personal loss for others, and many others. This is
a good opportunity to encourage the body of Christ by sharing how you
have seen God at work.






