Daily Devotional: A Christian Perspective on Authority

Day 1: Recognizing God's Sovereignty
Reading: Romans 13:1-7, Psalm 103:8-9

Devotional: As we begin this journey, let's reflect on God's supreme authority over all creation,
including earthly governments. Paul reminds us in Romans that "there is no authority except
that which God has established." This truth can be challenging, especially when we disagree
with those in power. Yet, it's a call to trust in God's bigger plan.

Consider how Psalm 103 describes God as "compassionate and gracious, slow to anger,
abounding in love." This same God who lovingly oversees our lives also oversees all earthly
authorities. Today, take a moment to surrender your concerns about leadership to God. Ask
Him to help you see His sovereignty at work, even in situations that seem confusing or unjust.

Day 2: Submitting with Grace
Reading: 1 Peter 2:13-17, Matthew 22:15-22

Devotional: Peter echoes Paul's teaching on submission to authority, reminding us to "submit
yourselves for the Lord's sake to every human authority." This submission isn't about blind
obedience, but about honoring God through our conduct. Jesus exemplified this when He said,
"Give back to Caesar what is Caesar's, and to God what is God's."

Submission can be difficult, especially when we feel wronged or misunderstood. Yet, it's in
these moments that our faith can shine brightest. Today, consider an area where you struggle
to submit - perhaps to a boss, a law you disagree with, or a church leader. How might your
attitude in this situation reflect Christ to others? Pray for the strength to submit with grace,
trusting that God is working through all circumstances.

Day 3: Resisting Evil, Promoting Good
Reading: Romans 12:17-21, Micah 6:8

Devotional: Paul instructs us to "overcome evil with good." This powerful principle challenges
us to rise above retaliation and instead respond to injustice with love. Micah reminds us what
God requires: "To act justly and to love mercy and to walk humbly with your God."

In a world often driven by revenge and self-interest, choosing good over evil is a radical act of
faith. It's not always easy, but it's always transformative. Today, identify a situation where
you're tempted to respond to evil with evil. How might you instead promote good? Perhaps it's
offering forgiveness, speaking truth in love, or serving someone who has hurt you. Ask God for
the courage to choose good, even when it's difficult.



Day 4: Living as Citizens of Two Kingdoms
Reading: Philippians 3:20-21, John 17:14-19

Devotional: As Christians, we live with dual citizenship - we are citizens of earth and citizens of
heaven. Paul reminds us that "our citizenship is in heaven," yet Jesus prayed for us, saying, "My
prayer is not that you take them out of the world but that you protect them from the evil one."

This tension of living in the world but not of it can be challenging. We're called to engage in
civic duties, like voting and paying taxes, while always keeping our ultimate allegiance to God's
kingdom. Today, reflect on how you balance these two citizenships. Are there areas where
you've become too entangled in worldly concerns? Or perhaps you've disengaged from your
earthly responsibilities? Ask God for wisdom to navigate this balance with grace and purpose.

Day 5: Trusting God in Difficult Times
Reading: Romans 8:28-39, Psalm 46

Devotional: We close our week with a powerful reminder of God's unfailing love and presence,
even in the midst of challenging circumstances. Paul assures us that nothing "will be able to
separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord." The Psalmist echoes this,
declaring God as "our refuge and strength, an ever-present help in trouble."

When facing difficulties - whether personal struggles or broader societal issues - it's easy to feel
overwhelmed or discouraged. Yet, these passages remind us that God is always at work, even
when we can't see it. Today, bring your biggest concerns before God. Trust that He is sovereign
over every situation. Ask Him to help you see glimpses of His work in the midst of challenges,
and to give you the strength to persevere in faith.

Remember, "Be still, and know that | am God." In the stillness, may you find renewed trust in
His unfailing love and sovereign control.



