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One of the most meaningful titles for Jesus is given to him by the apostle John: Advocate 
(parakleetos; 2:1). As our Advocate, he pleads our case and defends us before God the Father. 
Fellowship (koinoneia) refers to the loving community of people who share a common priority 
to glorify God by helping people know, love, obey and exalt Jesus Christ, the Advocate. This 
common bond diminishes obstacles that naturally divide us such as race, class, gender, age, 
politics, and nationality. While many claim to be part of this fellowship, those who are 
genuinely part of this fellowship are outwardly marked by two crucial traits:  

 
1. Belief (Doctrine): They know and love Jesus the Advocate. 
2. Behavior (Ethics): They obey and exalt Jesus the Advocate. 

 
The book of 1 John is written to professing Christians who are in danger of wandering from the 
Advocate by falling for the false doctrine and sloppy ethics that were promoted by a group that 
had already left the church to start another one (2:19; 4:1–3). John’s words of wisdom have 
never been more relevant.  
 
What is the truth 1 John 1:8–10 teaches us to believe? 
 
1.  The _______________ of man: In our fallen state, we sin daily in ways intentional and 

unintentional, flagrant and subtle, private and public, by doing things we should not, and not 
doing things we should. 

 
2.  The _______________ of God: God’s unhindered success in perfectly keeping every 

promise he makes, for his own glory. 
 
3.  The _______________ of God: God’s “rightness” in always behaving consistently with his 

own laws. 
 
 
What is the way 1 John 1:8–10 teaches us to behave? 
 
1.   _______________ your sins with genuine humility and brutal honesty. 
 
2.  _______________ on his character (faithful and just), not your worthiness. 
 
3.  _______________ the consequences of confession: 1) God _______________, no longer 

holding our sins against us because of the Advocate; 2) God _______________, removing 
the obstacles to our close fellowship with him. 


