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1 Samuel 1–8: In the period of the Judges, when “every man did what was right in his own eyes” (Judges 21:25), Israel is 
fraught with internal corruption and threatened by external enemies. “Perhaps,” they reasoned, “we need a political 
solution. A new government and its political leader will save us.” And so they asked the prophet Samuel for a king “like 
all the nations.” Their sin is not that they asked for a king, for that was allowed in the law God had given Moses (Gen. 
17:6; Dt. 17:14–17). Rather, their sin is in why they asked for a king. They sought to put their trust in this political 
solution rather than God. For that reason, God tells Samuel “they have not rejected you, but they have rejected me” (8:7). 
In making an idol of government, they have become like the idolatrous nations around them. They want a king like all the 
nations so they can live like all the nations. They wanted the benefits of God, but they did not want God. 
 
1 Samuel 9–16: God gives them what they ask for along with a warning about monarchies (8:10–18). Because of our 
fallen natures, no one can be trusted with much power. Everyone is prone to abuse power and use it for personal gain. It is 
not wrong to seek or hold power in order to serve others (see Jesus!), but to use a position of authority to serve self is the 
constant temptation of every leader. The more power a leader has, the more ability he has to exploit people and make 
them his “slaves” (8:17). In fulfilment of that warning, Israel’s first king, Saul, views himself as above the law and uses 
his power to promote himself (13:3,4), his glory (15:12), and his wealth (15:19). In doing so, he rejects the authority of 
the Word of God. Because he rejected God’s Word, God rejects him as king (15:23). In his place, he directs Samuel to 
anoint David. David now becomes the “anointed one,” the “messiah,” the “Christ.” The longing of the human heart is for 
a king who will “go out before us and fight our battles” (8:20). Will David be this king? 
 
1 Samuel 17–18: David, the messiah, is chosen by God to be the “champion” (Heb., “man between two) for Israel and 
fight a battle for them that they could not win by themselves. He stands in their place and conquers their greatest enemy. 
The messiah is born in Bethlehem, of the tribe of Judah. He is a good shepherd and obedient son, but his brothers initially 
reject him as their king. Unintimidated by the enemies of God, he is the least likely candidate to be the savior of his 
people, appearing to be weak and ill-equipped. But he operates in the strength of the Lord, achieves victory in a most 
unexpected way, and empowers his followers to fight the good fight. In David’s life, we see the foreshadowing of his 
greater descendant, Jesus the Christ (Luke 24:27). 
 
1 Samuel 19–26: David, the guiltless Messiah (20:8), is the target of assassination plots hatched by his jealous rivals 
(19:11). But if God wants you alive, no one can make you dead! This messiah loves his covenant friends, and his 
followers place their loyalty to him even above their own families (20:30). In breaking with a legalistic interpretation of 
the ceremonial law, the king illustrates that people were not made for the law, but the law for people (21:6). In recruiting 
and organizing an army of outcasts and misfits (22:2), he demonstrates how God uses the weak and foolish to shame the 
strong and wise of the earth. Even though he could have killed those who resisted him on several occasions, the Messiah 
chooses to withdraw and wait, trusting in the Lord and his timing (24:10). 
 
1 Samuel 27: David, the Messiah, seeks safety with his misfit men among the Gentiles. From there, he makes “raids” on 
the enemy from his base of operations to establish his kingdom.  
 
1.  The King’s Enemy Is Warned of Impending Doom (28). 
 

1.1 The king’s enemy resorts to desperate measures (1–7; Jn. 18:28f.) 
1.2 The king’s enemy receives an ominous revelation (8–25; Mt. 27:19) 
1.3 Q1: Is it morally right to seek answers and guidance through a witch or medium? 

A1: No. Scripture is clear on this (Lev. 19:31; 20:6; Dt. 18:9f). But God can use any means he 
chooses to accomplish his purposes (Nu. 22:28).  

 
2.  The King Is Threatened By Jewish and Gentile Enemies (29; Acts 4:24–28). 
 
3.  The King Receives the Spoils of War (30; Luke 11:17–27).  



 
4.  The King Is Positioned By A Prophesied Suicide (31; 28:19; Mt. 27:5–10). 
 
 
A Comparison of Two Messiahs 
 
 

Inauguration 
 
The Kingdom is inaugurated 
with David’s anointing by 
Samuel (1 Sam. 16:13). 
 
 

Multiplication 
 
The Kingdom is here already 
and not yet, growing in the 
face of internal and external 
opposition (1 Sam. 22:2; 
30:9). 

Consummation 
 
The Kingdom is 
consummated when the king 
is recognized by all of Israel 
(2 Sam. 5:1–5). 
 

The Kingdom is inaugurated 
with Jesus’ baptism by John. 
(Mt. 3:16–4:17).  

The Kingdom is here already 
and not yet, growing in spite 
of internal and external 
opposition (Mt. 28:18–20; Jn. 
15:18). 
 
 

The Kingdom is 
consummated when the king 
is recognized by all the world 
(Phil. 2:10; 2 Tim. 4:1). 

 
 
 
A Contrast of Two Messiahs: The Absolute Supremacy and Superiority of Jesus the Christ 
 

David the Messiah Jesus the Messiah 
 
1. Conceived in sin  
2. Lied 
3. Advanced the kingdom by the sword 
4. Conquered by killing 
5. Unfaithful polygamist (multiple wives) 
 
6. Started poor, became wealthy  
7. Needed prophets to guide him. 
8. Needed priests to represent him. 
9. Needed kings to succeed him. 
10. Bones still in the dirt near Jerusalem. 
 
11. Reigned over a region. 
 

 
1. Conceived by the Holy Spirit 
2. Never lied; he is “the truth” (Jn. 14:6) 
3. Advanced the kingdom by preaching 
4. Conquered by dying 
5. Faithful monogamist (one wife; Eph. 

Rev. 19:7) 
6. Started wealthy, became poor 
7. He is the perfect prophet 
8. He is the highest priest. 
9. He is the eternal king. 
10. Raised from the dead near Jerusalem 

(Mt. 22:44; Acts 2:34). 
11. Reigns over all creation. 

 
 
 
 
	
	


