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1 Samuel 1–8: In the period of the Judges, when “every man did what was right in his own eyes” (Judges 
21:25), Israel is fraught with internal corruption and threatened by external enemies. “Perhaps,” they 
reasoned, “we need a political solution. A new government and its political leader will save us.” And so 
they asked the prophet Samuel for a king “like all the nations.” Their sin is not that they asked for a king, 
for that was allowed in the law God had given Moses (Gen. 17:6; Dt. 17:14–17). Rather, their sin is in why 
they asked for a king. They sought to put their trust in this political solution rather than God. For that 
reason, God tells Samuel “they have not rejected you, but they have rejected me” (8:7). In making an idol of 
government, they have become like the idolatrous nations around them. They want a king like all the nations 
so they can live like all the nations. They wanted the benefits of God, but they did not want God. 

 
1 Samuel 9–16: God gives them what they ask for along with a warning about monarchies (8:10–18). 
Because of our fallen natures, no one can be trusted with much power. Everyone is prone to abuse power 
and use it for personal gain. It is not wrong to seek or hold power in order to serve others (see Jesus!), but to 
use a position of authority to serve self is the constant temptation of every leader. The more power a leader 
has, the more ability he has to exploit people and make them his “slaves” (8:17). In fulfilment of that 
warning, Israel’s first king, Saul, views himself as above the law and uses his power to promote himself 
(13:3,4), his glory (15:12), and his wealth (15:19). In doing so, he rejects the authority of the Word of God. 
Because he rejected God’s Word, God rejects him as king (15:23). In his place, he directs Samuel to anoint 
David. David now becomes the “anointed one,” the “messiah,” the “Christ.” The longing of the human heart 
is for a king who will “go out before us and fight our battles” (8:20). Will David be this king? 

 
1 Samuel 17–21: A King To Fight For Us 
 
1. The King’s Enemy (17) 
 

1.1 The king is the chosen champion (Heb. “man between the two”) who will fight for the 
glory of God and the good of his people (1–11). 

1.2 The king was born in Bethlehem (12a) 
1.3 The king is of the tribe of Judah (12b). 
1.4 The king has brothers (13) 
1.5 The king is a humble and faithful shepherd (14). 
1.6 The king is an obedient son (15–20). 
1.7 The king is unintimidated by those who defy God (21–27) 
1.8 The king’s brothers reject him (28–30). 
1.9 The king is an unlikely candidate to save his people (31–36). 
1.10 The king operates in the strength of the Lord (37). 
1.11 The king appears to be weak and unarmed to the enemy (38–44). 
1.12 The king is bold in the presence of the enemies of God (45) 
1.13 The king is committed to announcing God’s salvation to the whole world (46–47). 
1.14  The king conquers his enemy in an unexpected way (48–51). 
1.15 The king empowers his people to fight the good fight (52–54). 



1.16 The king was born in Bethlehem (55–58) 
1.17 Principle: The battle that matters most must be fought for us, not by us (Rev. 5:5). 
 

2. The King’s Faithful Friend (18) 
 

2.1 The king makes a covenant that benefits his friends (1–5). 
2.2 The king is praised by the people for his excellence (6–7). 
2.3 The king is envied and hated by the chief leader (8–16). 
2.4 The king is the target of an assassination plot (17–30). 
2.5 Principle: If you find yourself falsely accused, you are in good company (Mt. 22:15; 

26:4). 
 
 

3. The King’s Great Escapes (19) 
 

3.1 The king escapes assassination by legal persuasion (1–7). 
3.2 The king escapes assassination by strategic withdrawal (8-10) 
3.3 The king escapes assassination by strategic withdrawal (11–17). 
3.4 The king escapes assassination by miraculous intervention (18–24). 
3.5 Principle: If God wants you alive, no one can make you dead (Lk. 4:30). 
 

4. The King’s Loyal Followers (20) 
 

4.1 The king is guiltless (1–11). 
4.2 The king loves his covenant people (12–17). 
4.3 The king’s loyal followers place him above family (18–34). 
4.4 The king’s love for his faithful friends leads to weeping (35–42). 
4.5 Principle: Our loyalty to the King of kings must exceed all other loyalties (Lk. 14:26). 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 


