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1. Two Worthless Men: They did not meet the qualifications of spiritual leadership (2:11–26). 

1.1 Samuel Cameo for Contrast #1: Ministering to the Lord (11). 
1.2 Spiritual integrity: They didn’t know the Lord, though they wore the robe and held the title (12). 
1.3 Financial integrity: They abused power by distorting God’s Word to serve themselves (13–16). Though 

the priest was entitled to the breast and left leg (Lev. 7:28f), they wanted more. Though the fat was to be 
burned for the Lord (Lev. 3), they stole from God. 

1.4 Worship integrity: They approached God in worship carelessly, casually, and recklessly (17). 
1.5 Samuel Cameo for Contrast #2: Ministering before the Lord (18–21). 
1.6  Sexual integrity: They considered themselves above the rules and adopted the world’s standards, 

exploiting women who were supposed to be serving the Lord (22; Ex. 38:8). 
1.7  Family integrity: They dishonored their father and disrespected authority (23–25). 
1.8 Samuel Cameo for Contrast #3: Growing in favor with God and man (26). 

 
2. A Man of God: He speaks God’s truth to human power (2:27–36). 

2.1 You are accountable to God above all others (27–28). 
2.2 You loved your children’s approval more than God (29). 
2.3 Consequence: Because you tried to have it all, you will lose it all (30–36). 

 
3. A Faithful Priest: He presents himself to God as a servant (3:1–21) 

3.1 The Lord calls Samuel to himself (3:1–10). 
3.2 The Lord reveals to Samuel his future plans (3:11–14). 
3.3 The Lord uses Samuel to humble Eli (3:15–18). 
3.4 The Lord establishes Samuel as a prophet (3:19–21;) 

 
 
Principles to Live By 
 
1. Unqualified leadership damages the church and dishonors the Lord. 
2. Position, title, and trappings do not guarantee they are telling the truth about God. 
3. Distorting God’s Word to accommodate the world’s sexual standards appeals to every generation. 
4. Beware of casual worship that is devoid of reverence, reflection, and repentance.  
5. Real worship results in holy living. 
6. Worship leaders should be living holy lives. 
7. Weak fathers who want to please their children more than God weaken the church. 
8. Church discipline that is all talk and no action dishonors the Lord and encourages sin (2:30). 
9. God has singular and sovereign authority over life and death (2:21,34; cf. 2:6). 
10. You cannot out-give God (2:21). 
11. God’s patience should never be mistaken for apathy. 
12. God knows the future because God controls the future. 
13. Even in a corrupt culture, God raises up holy leaders for the next generation. 
14. Real prophets know things only God can know while false prophets say what naïve people want to hear. (Dt. 

18:15–22; Jer. 20:8,9; Amos 3:8; 2 Tim. 4:1–4). 
15. The Kingship of God ensures that the plan of God is never delayed or denied by rebellious subjects (Mt. 

16:18). 
16. Jesus is on every page of the Bible (2:26, 35; cf. Lk. 2:52). 


