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So far in 1 Samuel, there seems to be a recurring theme of the birth or lineage of Jewish sons who have 
significant impact on the government of Israel. 
 

 
 

Hannah’s Son: 
Samuel 

 
 

1:1–2:11 
 

Every government 
will be judged by 
the Lord (2:10). 

 
 

Eli’s Sons 
Hophni and 

Phinehas 
 
 

2:12–3:21 
 
Every government 

is fraught with 
corruption (2:12). 

 
 

Phinehas’ Son 
Ichabod 

 
 

4:1–7:17 
 

Every government 
rises and falls by 

God’s decree 
(4:3). 

 
 

Kish’s Son: 
Saul 

 
 

8:1–13:23 
 

Every government 
tends to exploit the 
governed (8:11). 

 
 

Jesse’s Son: 
David 

 
 

14:1–16:23 
 

Every 
government 

needs leaders 
with integrity 

(16:7). 
 

 
1. The rejection of God as king (8:1–22). 
2. The recruitment of Saul by Samuel (9:1–27). 
3. The reception of Saul by the people (10:1–26). 
4. The rejoicing of the people in victory (11:1–15) 
5. The retirement of Samuel begins (12:1–25) 
6. The rebuke of Saul by God (13:1–23). 

6.1 Saul takes credit for Jonathan’s victory. (1–4). 
6.2 Saul disobeys the command of 10:8, waiting into but not through the 7th day (5–10).  
6.3 Saul blames Samuel instead of repenting (11–12). 
6.4 Saul gets the bad news: his kingship will end; his replacement is chosen (13–15). 
6.5 Saul faces a formidable foe with shaken confidence (16–23). 
6.6 Principle: The best leaders know their place because they know they are replaceable.  

7. The rebuke continues––This could have been Israel’s next king! (14:1–52). 
7.1 Jonathan’s initiates a successful attack (1–23). 
7.2 Jonathan escapes Saul’s foolish vow by popular vote (24–46) 
7.3 What could have been (47–52) 

8. The rejection of Saul by God (15:1– 
8.1 Saul rebels against the final authority of God’s Word (1–9). 
8.2 Samuel speaks truth to power (10–12). 
8.3 Saul lies and denies (13). 
8.4 Samuel cites the evidence (14). 
8.5 Saul blames and deflects (15–21) 
8.6 Samuel’s indictment (22–24) 
8.7 Saul’s first confession (25) 
8.8 Samuel’s sentence (26–30). 
8.9 Saul’s second confession (31) 
8.10 Samuel finishes the job (32–33) 
 

9. The replacement of Saul by God (16:1–23) 



9.1  Samuel’s commission: Go! I will send you! (1–5). 
9.2 God’s choice: Our least likely candidate (6–13). 
9.3 David’s Resume (14–23). 

1. Son of Jesse, a descendant of Abraham: Meets qualification of Dt. 17:15. 
2. Man of Valor: Courage in the face of danger; will not be drawn into foolish conflicts, but will 

engage when necessary. (titus 1 tim pugnacious… 
3. Man of War: An experienced fighter; proficient with weapons; military strategy. 
4. Prudent in speech: articulate, discerning, disciplined and careful in speaking (writing, typing) the 

truth, even hard truth, in love; no lies, deception through half-truths, false accusations, carelessness, 
false promises, promise breaking, breaking of confidences, rash vows, flattery, perjury, slander, 
proud insults, empty threats, angry rants, vain cursing, personal attacks, lecherous comments, gossip, 
self-impressed boasting, bragging, blasphemy, using God’s name in vain, etc. 

5. Good presence: Handsome; dignified in bearing; physical stamina necessary to meet the demands of 
the office. 

 
Problems To Ponder In This Passage 
 
1. How could God command genocide?  
 

1.1 God, the Creator, has absolute rights over all people, places, and things. 
1.2 God is perfectly just and righteous in all that he does. 
1.3 All of us deserve God’s justice and none of us deserve his mercy. 
1.4 The Canaanites, Amalekites, etc. were enemies of God who deserved to be punished. 
1.5 God’s actions are not examples of ethnic cleansing. Judgment is based on their moral rebellion not their 

ethnicity. 
1.6 Their removal from the promised land was necessary for Israel’s theocracy. 

(Adapted from Justin Taylor, How Could God Command Genocide?, TGC website) 
 

2. Does God have regrets or not? 
 

1.  Yes: 15:11,35;    No: 15: 29. 
2.  Does God change his mind? Can we thwart God’s plan? Does he make mistakes and wish for do-overs? 

Does he have to go with plan B? 
3.  The author of 1 Samuel is not stupid. 
4. God knew Saul would fail and rebel even before God chose him to be king. 
5.  God is in a personal relationship with all human beings and while he is often in conflict with them, he is 

never in conflict with himself. 
6.  The Bible often reports God’s ways as they appear to us, (regret with attendant sorrow, grief over sin, 

disappointment) but there is no change with God (Jas. 1:17) and his plan from the beginning was to 
make David king of Israel (Nu. 23:19). 

7.  God even foreknows all of his future regrets (grief over the sin that was a response to what he ordained) 
and course changes. 


