Love God,
Love Each Other,
Love the world that Jesus,

through His people,
IS working to restore.



Love God, - Discipleship
Love Each Other,

Love the world that Jesus,
through His people,
IS working to restore.



Love God, - Discipleship
Love Each Other,

> Community
Love the world that Jesus,

through His people,

IS working to restore.



Love God, - Discipleship
Love Each Other,

> Community

Love the world that Jesus,

through His people, > Outreach
IS working to restore.




A STUDY OF ISAIAH 61




ISAIAH 61

The Spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me,
because the LORD has anointed me
to bring good news to the poor;
he has sent me to bind up the brokenhearted,
to proclaim liberty to the captives,
and the opening of the prison to those who are bound;
to proclaim the year of the LORD's favor,
and the day of vengeance of our God;
to comfort all who mourn;
to grant to those who mourn in Zion—



ISAIAH 61

to give them a beautiful headdress instead of ashes,
the oil of gladness instead of mourning,

the garment of praise instead of a faint spirit;
that they may be called oaks of righteousness,

the planting of the LORD, that he may be glorified.
They shall build up the ancient ruins;

they shall raise up the former devastations;
they shall repair the ruined cities,

the devastations of many generations.
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Strangers shall stand and tend your flocks;
foreigners shall be your plowmen and vinedressers;
but you shall be called the priests of the LORD;
they shall speak of you as the ministers of our God;
you shall eat the wealth of the nations,
and in their glory you shall boast.
Instead of your shame there shall be a double portion;
instead of dishonor they shall rejoice in their lot;
therefore in their land they shall possess a double portion;
they shall have everlasting joy.
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For | the LORD love justice;
| hate robbery and wrong;
| will faithfully give them their recompense,
and | will make an everlasting covenant with them.
Their offspring shall be known among the nations,
and their descendants in the midst of the peoples;
all who see them shall acknowledge them,
that they are an offspring the LORD has blessed.
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| will greatly rejoice in the LORD;

my soul shall exult in my God,

for he has clothed me with the garments of salvation;
he has covered me with the robe of righteousness,

as a bridegroom decks himself like a priest with a beautiful headdress,
and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels.
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For as the earth brings forth its sprouts,

and as a garden causes what is sown in it to sprout up,
so the Lord Gob will cause righteousness and praise

to sprout up before all the nations.

Reader: This is the Word of the Lord.
Congregation: Thanks be to God.
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"We will not understand God until we understand this about
him: "God is the happiest being in the universe." God also
knows sorrow. Jesus is remembered, among other things,
as "a man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief." But the
sorrow of God, like the anger of God, is his temporary
response to a fallen world. That sorrow will be banished
forever from his heart on the day the world is set right. Joy
Is God's basic character. Joy is his eternal destiny. God is
the happiest being in the universe.”

John Ortberg



“There has been a long tradition which sees the mission of the Church
primarily as obedience to a command. It has been customary to speak of
‘the missionary mandate.’ This way of putting the matter is certainly not
without justification, and yet it seems to me that it misses the point. It tends
to make mission a burden rather than a joy, to make it part of the law
rather than part of the gospel. If one looks at the New Testament evidence,
one gets another impression. Mission begins with a kind of explosion of
joy. The news that the rejected and crucified Jesus is alive is something
that cannot possibly be suppressed. It must be told. Who could be silent
about such a fact? The mission of the Church in the pages of the New
Testament is more like the fallout from a vast explosion, a radioactive
fallout which is not lethal but life-giving.”

Lesslie Newbigin
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...to proclaim the year of the LORD's favor [Jubilee] (verse 2)

Instead of your shame there shall be a double portion;
instead of dishonor they shall rejoice in their lot;

therefore in their land they shall possess a double portion;
they shall have everlasting joy. (verse 7)
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...to proclaim the year of the LORD's favor [Jubilee] (verse 2)

Instead of your shame there shall be a double portion;
instead of dishonor they shall rejoice in their lot;

therefore in their land they shall possess a double portion;
they shall have everlasting joy. (verse 7)

| will greatly rejoice in the LORD;
my soul shall exult in my God,
for he has clothed me with the garments of salvation;
he has covered me with the robe of righteousness... (verse 10)
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Richard J. Foster

CELEBRATION

DISCIPLINE

The Path
to Spiritual Growth




EXPERIENCE JOY

Neurobiologists have shown that while most brain development stops
sometime in childhood, the brain's "joy center"-located and observable in
the right orbital prefrontal cortex-is the only part of the brain that never
loses its capacity to grow. As Dr. James Friesen and his colleagues
explain; When the joy center has been sufficiently developed, it regulates
emotions, pain control and immunity centers; it guides us to act like
ourselves; it releases neurotransmitters like dopamine and serotonin; and
it is the only part of the brain that overrides the main drive centers-food
and sexual impulses, terror and rage. Without sufficient "joy strength" we
spend the rest of our lives trying to fill the deficit.

JONATHAN GRANT
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What would it take to
infuse JOY into your life?



What would it take to
infuse JOY into your life?

What would happen if people who
are close to you but far from
Jesus experienced this JOY in your life?
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