


ISAIAH 61
The Spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me,

because the LORD has anointed me
to bring good news to the poor;

he has sent me to bind up the brokenhearted,
to proclaim liberty to the captives,

and the opening of the prison to those who are bound;
to proclaim the year of the LORD's favor,

and the day of vengeance of our God;
to comfort all who mourn;

to grant to those who mourn in Zion—



ISAIAH 61
to give them a beautiful headdress instead of ashes,

the oil of gladness instead of mourning,
the garment of praise instead of a faint spirit;

that they may be called oaks of righteousness,
the planting of the LORD, that he may be glorified.

They shall build up the ancient ruins;
they shall raise up the former devastations;

they shall repair the ruined cities,
the devastations of many generations.
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Strangers shall stand and tend your flocks;

foreigners shall be your plowmen and vinedressers;
but you shall be called the priests of the LORD;

they shall speak of you as the ministers of our God;
you shall eat the wealth of the nations,

and in their glory you shall boast.
Instead of your shame there shall be a double portion;

instead of dishonor they shall rejoice in their lot;
therefore in their land they shall possess a double portion;

they shall have everlasting joy.
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For I the LORD love justice;

I hate robbery and wrong;
I will faithfully give them their recompense,

and I will make an everlasting covenant with them.
Their offspring shall be known among the nations,

and their descendants in the midst of the peoples;
all who see them shall acknowledge them,

that they are an offspring the LORD has blessed.
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I will greatly rejoice in the LORD;

my soul shall exult in my God,
for he has clothed me with the garments of salvation;

he has covered me with the robe of righteousness,
as a bridegroom decks himself like a priest with a beautiful headdress,

and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels.
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For as the earth brings forth its sprouts,

and as a garden causes what is sown in it to sprout up,
so the Lord GOD will cause righteousness and praise

to sprout up before all the nations.

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 
Reader: This is the Word of the Lord.
Congregation: Thanks be to God.





IDENTITY



IDENTITY
Our sense of who we are as individuals; 

Our view of ourselves. 



Few people choose their identities. Instead, they simply 
internalize the values of their parents or the dominant cultures 
(e.g., the pursuit of materialism, power, and appearance). Sadly, 
these values may not be aligned with one’s authentic self and 
create an unfulfilling life. In contrast, fulfilled people are able to 
live a life true to their values and pursue meaningful goals. Lack 
of a coherent sense of identity will lead to uncertainty about 
what one wants to do in life.

Psychology Today

https://www.psychologytoday.com/us/basics/consumer-behavior


A person may hold multiple identities such as a teacher, father, 
or friend. Each position has its own meanings and expectations 
that are internalized as identity. A major task of self-
development during early adolescence is the differentiation of 
multiple selves as a function of social context (e.g., self with 
father, mother, close friends) with an awareness of the potential 
contradictions.

Psychology Today





IDENTITY
Who am I? 

BELONGING
Where do I fit? 

PURPOSE
What difference can I make?



I AM ___________



I am what others expect.

I AM ___________



I am what others expect.

I AM ___________

I am not ______ enough.



I am what others expect.

I AM ___________

I am not ______ enough.

I am my image.



I am what others expect.

I AM ___________

I am not ______ enough.

I am my image.

I am more than my label.



INSTEAD



ISAIAH 61:3
…to give them a beautiful headdress instead of ashes…

INSTEAD



ISAIAH 61:3
…to give them a beautiful headdress instead of ashes…

…the oil of gladness instead of mourning…

INSTEAD



ISAIAH 61:3
…to give them a beautiful headdress instead of ashes…

…the oil of gladness instead of mourning…

…the garment of praise instead of a faint spirit…

INSTEAD



I AM ___________.
WHO AM I?



JOHN 1:12
But to all who did receive him, who believed in his name, he gave 
the right to become children of God… 



ROMANS 6:6-8
We know that our old self was crucified with him in order that the 
body of sin might be brought to nothing, so that we would no 
longer be enslaved to sin. For one who has died has been set free 
from sin. Now if we have died with Christ, we believe that we will 
also live with him.



EPHESIANS 1:3-5
Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has 
blessed us in Christ with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly 
places, even as he chose us in him before the foundation of the 
world, that we should be holy and blameless before him. In 
love he predestined us for adoption to himself as sons through 
Jesus Christ, according to the purpose of his will…



1 PETER 2:9-10
But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a 
people for his own possession, that you may proclaim the 
excellencies of him who called you out of darkness into his 
marvelous light. Once you were not a people, but now you are 
God's people; once you had not received mercy, but now you have 
received mercy. 



COLOSSIANS 3:1-4
If then you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are 
above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. Set your 
minds on things that are above, not on things that are on earth. 
For you have died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God. When 
Christ who is your life appears, then you also will appear with him 
in glory.



I AM ENOUGH
WHO AM I?



I AM ENOUGH
BECAUSE OF JESUS.

WHO AM I?


