


MARK 10:13-16
And they were bringing children to him that he might 
touch them, and the disciples rebuked them. But when 
Jesus saw it, he was indignant and said to them, “Let the 
children come to me; do not hinder them, for to such 
belongs the kingdom of God. Truly, I say to you, whoever 
does not receive the kingdom of God like a child shall not 
enter it.” And he took them in his arms and blessed 
them, laying his hands on them.
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But we have found what we call “silver 
shavings.” We studied the effects of thirteen 
different youth group participation variables, 
meaning thirteen various activities the 
typical church offers teenagers.  You’ll be 
glad to learn that service and short-term 
mission trips, small groups, student 
leadership, and retreats are important in 
building faith that lasts.



But the variable most correlated with mature 
faith in high school and college - the silver 
shaving of Sticky Faith - is involvement in 
intergenerational worship and 
relationships.  In our study of five hundred 
youth group graduates, bringing the 
generations to sit shoulder-to-shoulder or 
look eye-to-eye was more important for 
long-term faith than any other youth group 
activity.
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MARK 10:13-16
“Let the children come to me; do not hinder them, for to 
such belongs the kingdom of God. Truly, I say to you, 
whoever does not receive the kingdom of God like a child 
shall not enter it.”




