WORSHIP NOTES

5-17-26 - WHEN YOU REALLY NEED FRIENDS, NOT FRENEMIES! - Acts
9:19b-31 - THE BOOK OF ACTS

CALL TO WORSHIP

Luke 3:21-22 NKJV

21 When all the people were baptized, it came to pass that Jesus also was
baptized; and while He prayed, heaven was opened.

22 And the Holy Spirit descended in bodily form like a dove upon Him, and a
voice came from heaven which said, “You are My beloved Son; in You | am well
pleased.”

John 1:51 NKJV

51 And He [Jesus] said..., “Most assuredly, | say to you, hereafter you shall see
heaven open, and the angels of God ascending and descending upon the Son of
Man.”

Acts 7:55-56 NASB95

55 Stephen, being full of the Holy Spirit, gazed intently into heaven and saw
the glory of God, and Jesus standing at the right hand of God,;

56 and he said, “Behold, | see the heavens opened up and the Son of Man
standing at the right hand of God.”

Let's join together in prayer -- to Invite, to Welcome, & to Host
the Holy Spirit into this place!

MESSAGE

Acts 9:19b-31 NIV
19 .... Saul spent several days with the disciples in Damascus. 20 At once he
began to preach in the synagogues that Jesus is the Son of God.



21 All those who heard him were astonished and asked, “Isn’t he the man who
raised havoc in Jerusalem among those who call on this name? And hasn’t he
come here to take them as prisoners to the chief priests?”

22 Yet Saul grew more and more powerful and baffled the Jews living in
Damascus by proving that Jesus is the Messiah. 23 After many days had gone by,
there was a conspiracy among the Jews to kill him,

24 but Saul learned of their plan. Day and night they kept close watch on the
city gates in order to kill him. 25 But his followers took him by night and
lowered him in a basket through an opening in the wall.

26 When he came to Jerusalem, he tried to join the disciples, but they were all
afraid of him, not believing that he really was a disciple.

27 But Barnabas took him and brought him to the apostles. He told them how
Saul on his journey had seen the Lord and that the Lord had spoken to him, and
how in Damascus he had preached fearlessly in the name of Jesus.

28 So Saul stayed with them and moved about freely in Jerusalem, speaking
boldly in the name of the Lord. 29 He talked and debated with the Hellenistic
Jews, but they tried to kill him.

30 When the believers learned of this, they took him down to Caesarea and sent
him off to Tarsus.

31 Then the church throughout Judea, Galilee and Samaria enjoyed a time of
peace and was strengthened. Living in the fear of the Lord and encouraged by
the Holy Spirit, it increased in numbers.

1 Timothy 1:13 NIV
13 Even though | was once a blasphemer and a persecutor and a violent man, |
was shown mercy because | acted in ignorance and unbelief.

1 Timothy 1:16 NIV

16 But for that very reason | was shown mercy so that in me, the worst of
sinners, Christ Jesus might display his immense patience as an example for those
who would believe in him and receive eternal life.

Galatians 1:11-18 NIV

11 | want you to know, brothers and sisters, that the gospel | preached is not of
human origin. 12 | did not receive it from any man, nor was | taught it; rather, |
received it by revelation from Jesus Christ.



13 For you have heard of my previous way of life in Judaism, how intensely |
persecuted the church of God and tried to destroy it.

14 | was advancing in Judaism beyond many of my own age among my people
and was extremely zealous for the traditions of my fathers.

15 But when God, who set me apart from my mother’s womb and called me by
his grace, was pleased 16 to reveal his Son in me so that | might preach him
among the Gentiles, my immediate response was not to consult any human
being.

17 1 did not go up to Jerusalem to see those who were apostles before | was, but
| went into Arabia. Later | returned to Damascus. 18 Then after three years, |
went up to Jerusalem to get acquainted with Cephas and stayed with him fifteen
days.

[end of notes]
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