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Encouraging Strong Faith

 Paul is concerned that the Colossian Christians stay committed to Christ and do not 
wander off into false teaching. How to do that? How to ensure that we stay believing the right 

things and doing the right things? How to show them that what they have already believed about 
Christ is what they need to stay with-rather than drift off into something new and different, which 

the false teachers were trying to encourage them to do?

 First, Paul tells them what his goal is. It is sometimes easy to think that someone has 
nefarious intentions or is not wanting your true best, and so Paul is clear with the Colossians 

regarding what he is aiming for. He wants them encouraged in heart and united in love. Make that 
your goal when you are ministering to other people. Don’t tear them down. Encourage them. Don’t 

divide them. Unite them.

 Second, he continues to elevate Christ in their eyes. He wants them untied in love so 
that they may know the mystery of Christ, “in whom are hidden all the treasures of wisdom and 

knowledge.” If they they could truly grasp that Christ is all they need- for in him are all the 
treasures of wisdom and knowledge- then they would not drift off into any false teaching. Christ 

is what they need, for he has everything they need and more. Your goal should be to elevate Christ 
and center their lives upon him.

 Third, he encourages them. If you are about to warn someone, it is wise to point out 
what you can that is good about what God is doing in their lives. He says that he delights “to see 
how disciplined you are and how firm your faith in Christ is.” It is easy sometimes to think that 

other people know what they are doing which is good and need only to have pointed out to them 
how they can improve. But make sure that you affirm what is good, encourage it, so that you can 

also teach what could be better.

 Fourth, he then gives them clear instruction-an instruction which in many ways is the 
heartbeat of this book. “Just as you received Christ Jesus as Lord, continue to live your lives in 
him.” This is what the Colossians needed to remember. As they have received him, they should 

continue to live in him. The way on in the Christian life is the way in. Their faith needs to be 
strengthened, as they were taught, but all they have need of is found in Christ and faith in him.

 Fifth, he encourages them to overflow with thankfulness. A great remedy to 
forgetting that we have all we need in Christ is to overflow with praise and thanksgiving for Christ. 

Take some time today to praise Jesus for who he is. Thank God for all he has given you in Christ.

For I want you to know how great a struggle I have for you and for those at Laodicea and for all 
who have not seen me face to face, that their hearts may be encouraged, being knit together in 

love, to reach all the riches of full assurance of understanding and the knowledge of God’s 
mystery, which is Christ, in whom are hidden all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge. 

Colossians 2:1-3 



WHAT STEPS CAN YOU TAKE THIS WEEK TO 
APPLY WHAT YOU LEARNED AS A COUPLE?

THIS WEEK'S MEMORY VERSE:

"Therefore, as you received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk in him, 
rooted and built up in him and established in the faith, just as you 

were taught, abounding in thanksgiving.”
Colossians 2:6-7
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our prayers


