






The Word of God is a lamp by night, a 
light by day, and a delight at all times. 

C.H. Spurgeon
“But his delight is in the Law of the Lord, 

and on his Law he meditates day and 
night.” Psalm 1:2

“Your word is a lamp to my feet 
and a light to my path.” 

Psalm 119:105



2:14 Remind them of these things, and 
solemnly charge them in the presence of 
God not to wrangle about words, which is 
useless and leads to the ruin of the 
hearers. 



I tried to help…



Wranglers 14
• ‘remind’ – life and death issues vs 11
•Remind all of previous teachings – 2:2
•We tend to forget and forego – Isa 53
•Saying the most where God said least
•Majoring on the minors
•Who is watching?  (enwpion)



Wranglers 14
• ‘wrangle’ – word fighting – not persuading!
• "False teachers do little more than quibble over 
terminology. They indulge in pseudo-intellectual 
theorizing rather than in productive study of and 
submission to God’s Word." John MacArthur
•Non-profit ministry – ‘useless’
•Ruins some folks – ‘they will know…’



“The Word of God is like a lion. You don't 
have to defend a lion. All you have to do 

is let the lion loose and the lion will 
defend itself.” C.H. Spurgeon



2:15 Be diligent to present yourself 
approved to God as a workman who does 
not need to be ashamed, accurately 
handling the word of truth. 



7:10 For Ezra had set his heart to study the 
law of the Lord and to practice it, and to 
teach His statutes and ordinances in Israel.

1. SET YOUR HEART
2. STUDY THE WORD
3. PRACTICE IT 
4. TEACH IT ALL



Workman 15
• ‘be diligent!’ – 2nd imperative (remind)
•My utmost for His highest!  Oswald Chambers
•Not like you need dessert – like you need air!
•Dedication – Determination – Decision
• ‘approved’ - δόκιμος



When Jim Elliot, who was later martyred in the 
jungles of Ecuador, was a student at Wheaton 
College, he wrote in his diary, “My grades came 
through this week, and were, as expected, lower 
than last semester. However, I make no apologies, 
and admit I’ve let them drag a bit for study of the 
Bible, in which I seek the degree A.U.G. - 
‘Approved Unto God’” 
Shadow of the Almighty, 43



Workman 15
•Greatest title – ‘workman’ 
•Life is too short to do everything but long enough 
to do all of God’s will!
• I want to belong to the ‘Unashamed’
• ‘rightly dividing’ – ‘accurately handling’
•Only well divided multiplies!



The redeemed must 
redeem the time!

I will be:  Approved
   Ashamed?
   Accurate!



2:16 But avoid worldly and empty chatter, 
for it will lead to further ungodliness, 



17 and their talk will spread like 
gangrene. Among them are Hymenaeus 
and Philetus, 



18 men who have gone astray from the 
truth saying that the resurrection has 
already taken place, and they upset the 
faith of some. 



Worriers
•Two were misled to false doctrine – how?
• ‘worldly and empty chatter’
•Offers no defense and gives no strength!
•Truth moves like molasses –   
 heresy like wildfire!



Worriers
• ‘astray from the truth’
•Hymenaeus and Philetus
•An illness consuming the healthy. γάγγραινα
•Ask what God said – not what men say!



It is impossible to fill our mind 
with God’s Word if it is already full.



19 Nevertheless, the firm foundation of 
God stands, having this seal, “The Lord 
knows those who are His,” and, 
“Everyone who names the name of the 
Lord is to abstain from wickedness.”



Watchmen
•What is bothering you?  “Nevertheless…”
• ‘firm foundation’ – Matt 16:18 ‘gates of hell’
• ‘the Lord knows’ – Num 16:5; Psa 1:6
• ‘names the name of the Lord – Num 6:27
•He knows me!  I will abstain.
• I know Him!  I will abstain.



God’s Word doubles in value 
when we both read and obey!



•I want to be a Workman:
•APPROVED BY GOD
•UNASHAMED OF GOD
•ACCURATE WITH GOD

•I want to be like Ezra:
•Set my heart on God’s Word
•Study God’s Word
•Practice God’s Word
•Teach God’s Word



You can't do the will of God 
if you don't know the Word of God. 

Jack Wyrtzen




