


What can we 
part with?

Acts 21



Safely Home is a Christian novel by 
Randy Alcorn. It takes place in present-
day China, and follows the story of two 
Harvard roommates, one American and 
one Chinese, who reunite decades after 
they graduate to discover their faith. 

(The novel won the Gold Medallion Book Award for evangelical literature)



“If you are looking for a religion centered 
around yourself, Ben, I must agree that 

Christianity is a poor choice.”  
Randy Alcorn, Safely Home



1 Now when we had parted from 
them and had set sail, we ran a 
straight course to Cos, and on the 
next day to Rhodes, and from there to 
Patara;



2 and having found a ship crossing 
over to Phoenicia, we went aboard 
and set sail. 



3 When we came in sight of Cyprus, 
leaving it on the left, we kept sailing 
to Syria and landed at Tyre; for the 
ship was to unload its cargo there. 



4 After looking up the disciples, we 
stayed there for seven days; and they 
kept telling Paul, through the Spirit, 
not to set foot in Jerusalem. 



5 When our days there were ended, 
we left and started on our journey, 
while they all, with wives and 
children, escorted us until we were 
out of the city. After kneeling down 
on the beach and praying, we said 
farewell to one another. 



6 Then we boarded the ship, and they 
returned home.





Witness of the Holy Spirit 1-6
• ‘parted’ –
•Seeking fellowship
•Sharing hearts
•Led by the Spirit!



“Never forget Yesu is King. Never 
forget your home is in another world. 

Never forget your father will be 
waiting to see you again.”  
Randy Alcorn, Safely Home



7 When we had finished the voyage 
from Tyre, we arrived at Ptolemais, 
and after greeting the brothers and 
sisters, we stayed with them for a 
day. 



8 On the next day we left and came to 
Caesarea, and we entered the house 
of Philip the evangelist, who was one 
of the seven, and stayed with him. 



9 Now this man had four virgin 
daughters who were prophetesses. 



10 As we were staying there for some 
days, a prophet named Agabus came 
down from Judea. 



11 And he came to us and took Paul’s 
belt and bound his own feet and hands, 
and said, “This is what the Holy Spirit 
says: ‘In this way the Jews in Jerusalem 
will bind the man who owns this belt 
and hand him over to the Gentiles.’” 



12 When we had heard this, we as 
well as the local residents began 
begging him not to go up to 
Jerusalem.



Worry of the Church 7-12
•Seeking fellowship of Faith
•Philip the Evangelist (Stephen)
•Prophecy a confirming sign to Church
•Message correct – calling overriding 



“When men know they cannot hope in 
a country, in a political belief, or in 

themselves, they become free to hope in 
God.”  Randy Alcorn, Safely Home



13 Then Paul replied, “What are you 
doing, weeping and breaking my 
heart? For I am ready not only to be 
bound, but even to die in Jerusalem 
for the name of the Lord Jesus.” 



14 And since he would not be 
persuaded, we became quiet, 
remarking, “The will of the Lord be 
done!”



15 After these days we got ready and 
started on our way up to Jerusalem.



16 Some of the disciples from 
Caesarea also came with us, taking us 
to Mnason of Cyprus, a disciple of 
long standing with whom we were to 
stay.



“Real gold fears no fire!” 
Randy Alcorn, Safely Home



Will of God 13-16
•What will we part with?
•What is most important?
•What is true encouragement?
•What do we fear?



“When Yesu is everything to you, 
it is impossible not to speak of him.”  

Randy Alcorn, Safely Home



Matt 16:24 Then Jesus told his 
disciples, “If anyone would come 
after me, let him deny himself and 
take up his cross and follow me.



Will for us!
•Target is primary (20) “you see how many”
•Travel where led (21) “among the Gentiles”
•Train others (22) “they will hear that you have come”
•Trust each other (23) “do as we tell you”
•Tarry until done (24) “take them along…together”



“Even a bad father can leave an 
inheritance. Only a good father 

can leave a heritage.”  
Randy Alcorn, Safely Home




