


James 5:1-11



1 Come now, you rich, weep and howl for the miseries 
that are coming upon you.

2 Your riches have rotted and your garments are 
moth-eaten.

3 Your gold and silver have corroded, and their 
corrosion will be evidence against you and will eat 
your flesh like fire. You have laid up treasure in the 
last days.



4 Behold, the wages of the laborers who mowed your fields, 
which you kept back by fraud, are crying out against you, 
and the cries of the harvesters have reached the ears of the 
Lord of hosts.

5 You have lived on the earth in luxury and in self-indulgence. 
You have fattened your hearts in a day of slaughter.

6 You have condemned and murdered the righteous person. 
He does not resist you.



15 Instead you ought to say, “If the Lord wills, we 
will live and do this or that.”

16 As it is, you boast in your arrogance. All such 
boasting is evil.

17 So whoever knows the right thing to do and fails 
to do it, for him it is sin.

7 Be patient, therefore, brothers,[a] until the coming of the 
Lord. See how the farmer waits for the precious fruit of the 
earth, being patient about it, until it receives the early and 
the late rains.

8 You also, be patient. Establish your hearts, for the coming 
of the Lord is at hand.
9 Do not grumble against one another, brothers, so that you 
may not be judged; behold, the Judge is standing at the door.
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15 Instead you ought to say, “If the Lord wills, we 
will live and do this or that.”

16 As it is, you boast in your arrogance. All such 
boasting is evil.

17 So whoever knows the right thing to do and fails 
to do it, for him it is sin.

10 As an example of suffering and patience, brothers, 
take the prophets who spoke in the name of the Lord.
11 Behold, we consider those blessed who remained 
steadfast. You have heard of the steadfastness of Job, 
and you have seen the purpose of the Lord, how the 
Lord is compassionate and merciful.



LOOK – 1-3
• “Come Now” – literally – “Go Now” – “Come On”

• Rich – Hoarders of Comfort
• Wealth - Full of Decay and Ruin! 
• DO NOT get focused on the material! 

• Look – Examine Yourself!



The Problem is much of what we 
believe is often more on comfort or our 

culture’s tradition than on the Bible!

- Francis Chan

Christ offends mankind because 
His gospel is intolerant to sin.

- Oswald Chambers



The Problem is much of what we 
believe is often more on comfort or our 

culture’s tradition than on the Bible!

- Francis Chan

• Hoarding Wealth –
• Forgetting the Worker

• Think of Your Own Comfort… 
• Forget About Others!

• Try to Stay Comfortable 
• Push Away Suffering

LISTEN – 4-6

“We lose track of 
God's kingdom 

and instead build 
tiny kingdoms for 

ourself!”



The Problem is much of what we 
believe is often more on comfort or our 

culture’s tradition than on the Bible!

- Francis Chan

LIKE – 7-9

• Wealthy – “COME ON”
• Suffering – “Brothers!”
• Establish Your Heart
• Work for HIM!
• Don’t Grumble
• It’s Not About Here…

• Obedience - Learned

"Although He was 
God's son, He 

learned obedience 
through what He 

suffered.”
Hebrews 5:8



No normal, healthy saint ever chooses 
suffering; they simply choose God's 
Will, just as Jesus did, whether it 
means suffering or not!

- Oswald Chambers



The Problem is much of what we 
believe is often more on comfort or our 

culture’s tradition than on the Bible!

- Francis Chan

• Persistence
• Prophets
• NOT Punishment
• Take Heart!

• Praise
• Perseverance
• John 16:33

LIKEWISE – 10-11
I have said these things to 
you, that in me you may 
have peace. In the world 
you will have tribulation. 

But take heart; I have 
overcome the world.

John 16:33



The Problem is much of what we 
believe is often more on comfort or our 

culture’s tradition than on the Bible!

- Francis Chan

If we seek to make churches we'll 
never make disciples! If we seek to 
make disciples, we'll always make 
churches!

- Neil Cole



The Problem is much of what we 
believe is often more on comfort or our 

culture’s tradition than on the Bible!

- Francis Chan

We should seek to make disciples –
NO MATTER THE COST!

We should seek to obey HIS Word –
NO MATTER THE SUFFERING!

We should seek to live as HE did –
NO MATTER THE WORLD'S DEFINITION!


