


Jesus and Nathanael
The God who sees us

John 1:45-51



John 1:45

Philip found Nathanael and said to 
him, “We have found him of whom 
Moses in the Law and also the 
prophets wrote, Jesus of Nazareth, the 
son of Joseph.” 



John 1:46

Nathanael said to him, “Can anything 
good come out of Nazareth?” Philip 
said to him, “Come and see.”



John 1:47

Jesus saw Nathanael coming toward 
him and said of him, “Behold, an 
Israelite indeed, in whom there is no 
deceit!”



John 1:48

Nathanael said to him, “How do you 
know me?” Jesus answered him, 
“Before Philip called you, when you 
were under the fig tree, I saw you.”



John 1:49

Nathanael answered him, “Rabbi, you 
are the Son of God! You are the King 
of Israel!”



Psalm 139:1–2

O LORD, you have searched me and 
known me!

You know when I sit down and when I 
rise up; you discern my thoughts from 
afar. 



Psalm 139:3

You search out my path and my lying 
down and are acquainted with all my 
ways. 



Psalm 139:4

Even before a word is on my tongue,
behold, O LORD, you know it 
altogether. 



Psalm 139:5

You hem me in, behind and before,
and lay your hand upon me. 



Psalm 139:6

Such knowledge is too wonderful for 
me; it is high; I cannot attain it. 



Psalm 139:7

Where shall I go from your Spirit?
Or where shall I flee from your 
presence? 



Psalm 139:8

If I ascend to heaven, you are there!
If I make my bed in Sheol, you are 
there! 



Psalm 139:9

If I take the wings of the morning
and dwell in the uttermost parts of the 
sea, 



Psalm 139:10

even there your hand shall lead me,
and your right hand shall hold me. 



Psalm 139:11

If I say, “Surely the darkness shall 
cover me, and the light about me be 
night,”



Psalm 139:12

even the darkness is not dark to you;
the night is bright as the day, for 
darkness is as light with you. 



John 1:50

Jesus answered him, “Because I said 
to you, ‘I saw you under the fig tree,’ 
do you believe? You will see greater 
things than these.” 



John 1:51

And he said to him, “Truly, truly, I say 
to you, you will see heaven opened, 
and the angels of God ascending and 
descending on the Son of Man.”



“There, you see, is the great plan of salvation as 
it is wrought in us. First the Saviour sees us, even 
when we are a great way off; then we come and 
see, and our hearts find rest in our Redeemer; and 
then in after days he gives us yet brighter and 
clearer views of himself and of his kingdom.”
Charles Spurgeon 




