


David’s Test
2 Samuel 12



So far:

David’s Trials
David’s Triumphs
David’s Troubles

Today's Message is called "David's Test"



1 And the LORD sent Nathan to David. He 
came to him and said to him, “There were 

two men in a certain city, the one rich and the 
other poor.

2 The rich man had very many flocks and 
herds,



3 but the poor man had nothing but one 
little ewe lamb, which he had bought. And 
he brought it up, and it grew up with him 
and with his children. It used to eat of his 
morsel and drink from his cup and lie in 
his arms, and it was like a daughter to 

him.



4 Now there came a traveler to the rich man, 
and he was unwilling to take one of his own 
flock or herd to prepare for the guest who 

had come to him, but he took the poor man's 
lamb and prepared it for the man who had 

come to him.”



Rebuke

•The Prophet Nathan - NOT EASY TASK
•John Baptist – Mark 6:14-29

•Metaphor 
•Sheep = Wives
•Poor man = Uriah
•Rich man = David



5 Then David's anger was greatly kindled 
against the man, and he said to Nathan, “As 
the LORD lives, the man who has done this 

deserves to die,

6 and he shall restore the lamb fourfold, 
because he did this thing, and because he 

had no pity.”



7 Nathan said to David, “You are the man! 
Thus says the LORD, the God of Israel, ‘I 

anointed you king over Israel, and I delivered 
you out of the hand of Saul.

8 And I gave you your master's house and your 
master's wives into your arms and gave you 
the house of Israel and of Judah. And if this 
were too little, I would add to you as much 

more.



9 Why have you despised the word of the LORD, to 
do what is evil in his sight? You have struck down 
Uriah the Hittite with the sword and have taken 
his wife to be your wife and have killed him with 

the sword of the Ammonites.

10 Now therefore the sword shall never depart 
from your house, because you have despised me 
and have taken the wife of Uriah the Hittite to be 

your wife.’



11 Thus says the LORD, ‘Behold, I will raise up 
evil against you out of your own house. And I 
will take your wives before your eyes and give 
them to your neighbor, and he shall lie with 

your wives in the sight of this sun.

12 For you did it secretly, but I will do this 
thing before all Israel and before the sun.’”



Remorseless
•David – Responds W/O Pity
• Fourfold – Exodus 22:1
•Death Penalty NEVER for stealing sheep

•Nathan Confronts David
• ”This man is YOU”

•Easy to overlook our sin
•Hard to forgive others



13 David said to Nathan, “I have sinned against 
the LORD.” And Nathan said to 

David, “The LORD also has put away your sin; 
you shall not die.



Response

•Peak of Story
•Years for us to admit
•God forgives immediately

•We are HIS



“The Word of God is the Anvil upon 
which the opinions of men are 

smashed!”

-C.H. Spurgeon



14 Nevertheless, because by this deed you 
have utterly scorned the LORD, the child who 

is born to you shall die.”



Repercussion

•Sin still has earthly scars
• Earthly consequences

• Jesus’ scars are the only ones in Heaven



"The only scars in Heaven, they won't belong to 
me and you

There'll be no such thing as broken, and all the 
old will be made new

And the thought that makes me smile now, 
even as the tears fall down

Is that the only scars in Heaven are on the 
hands that hold you now”

-Casting Crowns “Scars in Heaven”



“The best sermon ever preached is a holy 
life. The best music ever chanted is a 

consistent walk. 
If you want others to serve God. Serve 

Him yourself!”

-DeWitt Talmage




