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James 1:2-4 NKJV 
2 My brethren, count it all joy when you fall into various trials, 3 knowing that the testing of your faith 
produces patience. 4 But let patience have its perfect work, that you may be perfect and complete, 
lacking nothing.


AMP 
2 Consider it nothing but joy, my brothers and sisters, whenever you fall into various trials. 3 Be assured 
that the testing of your faith [through experience] produces endurance [leading to spiritual maturity, and 
inner peace]. 4 And let endurance have its perfect result and do a thorough work, so that you may be 
perfect and completely developed [in your faith], lacking in nothing.


Romans 5: 3-5 NKJV 
3 And not only that, but we also glory in tribulations, knowing that tribulation produces perseverance; 4 
and perseverance, character; and character, hope. 5 Now hope does not disappoint, because the love of 
God has been poured out in our hearts by the Holy Spirit who was given to us.


AMP 
3 And not only this, but [with joy] let us exult in our sufferings and rejoice in our hardships, knowing that 
hardship (distress, pressure, trouble) produces patient endurance; 4 and endurance, proven character 
(spiritual maturity); and proven character, hope and confident assurance [of eternal salvation]. 5 Such 
hope [in God’s promises] never disappoints us, because God’s love has been abundantly poured out 
within our hearts through the Holy Spirit who was given to us.


HOLDING PATTERNS


Sometimes we have to wait because who we are becoming is more important than what we want 
in the moment. 

WAITING WELL IN THE HOLDING PATTERN 

Romans 4:18-21 NLT 
18 Even when there was no reason for hope, Abraham kept hoping—believing that he would become the 
father of many nations. For God had said to him, “That’s how many descendants you will have!” 19 And 
Abraham’s faith did not weaken, even though, at about 100 years of age, he figured his body was as 
good as dead—and so was Sarah’s womb. 


20 Abraham never wavered in believing God’s promise. In fact, his faith grew stronger, and in this he 
brought glory to God. 21 He was fully convinced that God is able to do whatever he promises.


LESSONS LEARNED FROM ABRAHAM AND JOB 

1.	 Stay Rooted/Get Rooted 

	 Jeremiah 17:7-8 NKJV 

	 7 Blessed is the man who trusts in the LORD, And whose hope is the LORD. 8 For he shall be 
like a tree planted by the waters, Which spreads out its roots by the river, And will not fear when heat 
comes; But its leaf will be green, And will not be anxious in the year of drought, Nor will cease from 
yielding fruit.




2. 	 Work Your Faith 
	 James 2:19-24, 26  

19 You believe that there is one God. You do well. Even the demons believe—and tremble! 20 
But do you want to know, O foolish man, that faith without works is dead? 21 Was not Abraham our 
father justified by works when he offered Isaac his son on the altar? 22 Do you see that faith was 
working together with his works, and by works faith was made perfect? 23 And the Scripture was 
fulfilled which says, “Abraham believed God, and it was accounted to him for righteousness.” And he 
was called the friend of God. 24 You see then that a man is justified by works, and not by faith only. 


…26 For as the body without the spirit is dead, so faith without works is dead also.” NKJV


3.	 Stand Firm and Hold Your Ground

	 Ephesians 6:10-17 NKJV

	 10 Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord and in the power of His might. 11 Put on the whole 
armor of God, that you may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil. For we do not wrestle against 
flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this age, 
against spiritual hosts of wickedness in the heavenly places. 13 Therefore take up the whole armor of 
God, that you may be able to withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand. 


14 Stand therefore, having girded your waist with truth, having put on the breastplate of righteousness, 
15 and having shod your feet with the preparation of the gospel of peace; 16 above all, taking the shield 
of faith with which you will be able to quench all the fiery darts of the wicked one. 17 And take the 
helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God;


