LEARNING TO LOVE THE
UNCOMFORTABLE

Luke NKJV 6:32“But if you love those who love you, what credit is that to you?
For even sinners love those who love them. 33 And if you do good to those who do
good to you, what credit is that to you? For even sinners do the same. 34 And if
you lend to those from whom you hope to receive back, what credit is that to
you? For even sinners lend to sinners to receive as much back. 35 But love your
enemies, do good, and lend, mhoping for nothing in return; and your reward will
be great, and you will be sons of the Most High. For He is kind to the unthankful
and evil. 3¢ Therefore be merciful, just as your Father also is merciful

2 Peter NKJV 3° The Lord is not slack concerning His promise, as some count
slackness, but is longsuffering toward wus, not willing that any should perish but that all
should come to repentance.

Matthew NKJV 11:28 Come to Me, all you who labor and are heavy laden, and | will
give you rest.2? Take My yoke upon you and learn from Me, for | am sgentle and lowly in
heart, and you will find rest for your souls. 30 For My yoke is easy and My burden is
light.”

1. Love is a confrontation you can’t avoid

Mark NKJV 14: 15 And He said to them, “Go into all the world and preach the gospel to
every creature. 1 He who believes and is baptized will be saved; but he who does not
believe will be condemned. 17 And these signs will follow those who ubelieve: In My
name they will cast out demons; they will speak with new tongues; 18 theye will take up
serpents; and if they drink anything deadly, it will by no means hurt them; they will lay
hands on the sick, and they will recover.”

Luke NKJV 4: “The Spirit of the Lord is upon Me,
Because He has anointed Me

To preach the gospel to the poor;

He has sent Me uto heal the brokenhearted,

To proclaim liberty to the captives

And recovery of sight to the blind,

To set at liberty those who are unoppressed;

19To proclaim the acceptable year of the Lord.”
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2. Comfortable with the uncomfortable

Exodus NKJV 4: Then Moses answered, “But behold, they will not believe me or listen
to my voice, for they will say, ‘The Lord did not appear to you.” 2 The Lord said to him,
“What is that in your hand?” He said, “A staff.” 3 And he said, “Throw it on the ground.”
So he threw it on the ground, and it became a serpent, and Moses ran from it. 4 But

the Lord said to Moses, “Put out your hand and catch it by the tail’—so he put out his
hand and caught it, and it became a staff in his hand— 5 “that they may believe that
the Lord, the God of their fathers, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God
of Jacob, has appeared to you.” ¢ Again, the Lord said to him, “Put your hand inside
your cloak.”: And he put his hand inside his cloak, and when he took it out, behold, his
hand was leproust like snow.”? Then God said, “Put your hand back inside your cloak.”
So he put his hand back inside his cloak, and when he took it out, behold, it was
restored like the rest of his flesh. 8 “If they will not believe you,” God said, “or listen to
the first sign, they may believe the latter sign. ° If they will not believe even these two
signs or listen to your voice, you shall take some water from the Nile and pour it on the
dry ground, and the water that you shall take from the Nile will become blood on the dry
ground.”

10 But Moses said to the Lord, “Oh, my Lord, | am not eloquent, either in the past or
since you have spoken to your servant, but | am slow of speech and of tongue.” 11 Then
the Lord said to him, “Who has made man's mouth? Who makes him mute, or deaf, or
seeing, or blind? Is it not |, the Lord? 12 Now therefore go, and | will be with your mouth
and teach you what you shall speak.” 13 But he said, “Oh, my Lord, please send
someone else.” 14 Then the anger of the Lord was kindled against Moses and he said,
“Is there not Aaron, your brother, the Levite? | know that he can speak well. Behold, he
is coming out to meet you, and when he sees you, he will be glad in his heart. 15 You
shall speak to him and put the words in his mouth, and | will be with your mouth and
with his mouth and will teach you both what to do. 16 He shall speak for you to the
people, and he shall be your mouth, and you shall be as God to him. 17 And take in your
hand this staff, with which you shall do the signs.”

3. Your willingness to be uncomfortable breaks the
shackles

John NKJV 14:12“Truly, truly, | say to you, whoever believes in me will also do the
works that | do; and greater works than these will he do, because | am going to the
Father. 13 Whatever you ask in my name, this | will do, that the Father may be glorified in
the Son. 141If you ask mee= anything in my name, | will do it.
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